
Appeal on behalf of the Garden Route Botanical Garden Trust
The Trustees have recognised that serious steps need be taken to improve (the) quality and to 
develop our garden. With more than 20 hectares to care for you will understand the immensity of the
task and at the same time recognise this needs to be achieved with limited funds and staff resources. 
We are appealing for more input from members and seek to broaden our base of volunteers if we 
hope to succeed.

The National Botanical Gardens at Kirstenbosch and Harold Porter became what they are through 
the meaningful input of their volunteer base. We at the GRBGT have a large body of retired 
members who could be in a position to volunteer their resources, substantial talents, and broad 
expertise. Our South Cape Herbarium and our nursery enjoy the strong support of knowledgeable 
and effective volunteer teams which substantially help us meet our goals in these aspects. However, 
we see a further need for volunteers over a large variety of activities in the garden, e.g. providing 
labour, supervising labour, helping with fundraising, writing skills for press articles, contributing 
your specialist knowledge and experience of growing specific kinds of plants like Proteaceae and 
aloes, etc. etc.

We hope that you have lately noticed some changes in the garden. Mulching is used extensively to 
try and control the excessive annual growth of weeds. This is an effort to free some of the time of 
the garden staff to work on other projects.

We are also working to tidy the different heaps of “stuff” at the propagation yard. One of the heaps 
is a soil heap that needs sifting to prepare the soil for use in the garden. This is a massive task that 
requires a lot of worker input - a commodity that is very scarce due to our very dire financial 
circumstances. Likewise the compost heaps have to be turned regularly – it cannot at this stage be 
done due to lack of workers.

We would also like to start developing a Proteaceae display bed on the mound of rubble behind the 
Environmental Education Centre but the Kikuyu grass has to be removed, the mound must be 
landscaped and prepared for Proteaceae plantings.

All this requires a lot of worker input – much more than that which we have available.



This letter to you is a plea for help in our efforts to develop the garden. Help can be in the form of a 
monthly monetary donation e.g. R150 per day for 52 weeks by 5 members to hire one extra labourer
(R650 per month per member). One of the trustees is paying a gardener to work for 2 days per week.
A single member need not contribute for all 52 weeks – a group of friends can sponsor one worker. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to employ 2 or 3 extra workers known as “the members’ workers” per year?

Help can also be provided in the form of lending your own gardener for an afternoon or morning to 
work in the garden because there are smaller jobs that can be done by an outside worker.

We will need a squad of workers armed with weed eaters to clear the mound designated for the 
Proteaceae display of the Kikuyu grass. Can you help with this? It will be a commitment for as long 
as it takes to clear the mound.

Anyone who is willing or interested in helping personally is very welcome to offer his/her time. Ann
Symons (one of the Quality Control Panel) is very knowledgeable about trees and aliens and is 
giving her Friday afternoons to help eradicate aliens. A small army of volunteers will be a very 
welcome sight in the garden.

We will also need specialised heavy equipment, e. g. to move soil and rocks. If you can offer help in
this line or can help organise help, please tell us. Recently Chris Klopper of CHIPPERS4HIRE 
helped us to demolish a large heap of wood the chips being used for mulching. After the storms 
there is again a huge heap of broken branches.

Another very urgent project that needs to be started as soon as possible is to document the plants in 
the garden i.e. to create a herbarium of the plants in the garden. Volunteers who have botanical 
knowledge are needed to collect the plant specimens, to dry and to document them on a computer. 
Priscilla Burgoyne will train volunteers to do the work. All she needs is a number of willing 
volunteers with botanical knowledge and computer skills. This is a very necessary project and can 
be very worthwhile and exciting to participate in!

If you can help in any way, please reply by e-mail to: info@botanicalgarden.org.za. Please indicate 
what you would like to do or what skills/talents/help you have to offer.

We are looking forward to a very positive response from members of the Garden Route Botanical 
Garden Trust.

Let’s make the garden our garden by playing an active part in the development and functioning of 
the garden in order to create a jewel in the Garden Route, for us and the generations to come to 
enjoy.

Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely,
ROGER BATH
(Garden Route Botanical Garden Trust – Chairman)


