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OUR VISION  | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.
OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects 
which promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

Newsletter August 2017

Dear Friends of the Environment,

there are many topics of great interest again and the devastation of the fires of just a few 
weeks ago as well as the dire shortage of rainfall continue to give cause for concern.

The main topics of this month’s Newsletter are

- our outings for August and September which will be informative and uplifting!

- Invasive alien plants and their eradication

- in the aftermath of the fires.......

Enjoy the read!

At very short notice we tried to get the young folk to use just an hour on a 
Sunday afternoon to bring the family and pull out the small wattles that are 
regrowing after the fire a year ago along Plantation Road, Heatherlands.

This area is a classic case study: the fires damaged the pine plantation 
to the extent that the pines left standing were cleared. The open area 
now become a wonderful nursery for the wattle seed bank to sprout and 
develop. NOW is the time to get into this kind of area. The saplings are 
short and easy to remove by hand. BUT it needs ongoing repeat actions as 
when the rains come and the warmer growing season starts, the saplings 
will grow even faster.

Sadly the young ones in the neighbourhood must have been exhausted by 
the holidays and only one brave youngster brought his parents along and 
joined the oldies!

Tineke had the self-discipline to count the saplings that she pulled out and 
estimates that in just over 1 hour she removed 500 wattle saplings. We 
were 12 people so we removed 6000 SIX THOUSAND!!!!!!!!!!! wattles. 
Imagine 6000 fully grown trees and the time and cost to eradicate them as 
well as the potential fire hazard!

So we appeal to everyone to just stop and pull up any wattles that you spot 
when walking, running or riding. Or make a family outing and have a fun 
competition!

6000 wattle saplings !

Zapping aliens
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What should now ideally happen – thanks to Gabriel Scholtz, 
SAN Parks Buffer Zone, who gave an excellent talk on Invasive 
Alien Plants and their removal to WESSA supporters – is that 
pioneer indigenous trees and plants should be planted to help 
regeneration as well as compete with invasive alien plants that 
have laid enormous seed banks.

And just one more point – if you cut down wattles, do not fail to 
use poison (Kaput is recommended) otherwise the stump will 
coppice and you are left with even more wattle than before! 
(see photo)

During this year’s Science Week kids (and adults, of course) can join local 
artist & WESSA member Janet Botes in creating an art installation with 
found materials. These materials will include rocks, fallen leaves, twigs 
and all kinds of other debris that we find around us. We’ll also be using 
mud to paint onto the wall - a temporary image(s) that will be washed 
away by the rain that we are all inviting by prayer. 

Even though the artist will facilitate the process and provide structure to 
the activity, the artwork itself will be shaped by the collaborative action 
and contribution of all its participants over the week. Thus symbolizing 
how we have power together to shape a new reality for ourselves - a 
new future, new understandings of science, and a new experience of our 
place as a species within the web of life. Join us, celebrate your inherent 
creativity through play and get your hands dirty!

WESSA proudly presents

7-12 August 2017

Sunday 20 August 

WESSA Eden @ Science Week

Venue:  Enviro Education Centre,   
 Garden Route Botanical Garden,  
 Caledon Street, George.

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday between 10am - 1pm

Free 
Donations to WESSA & the Botanical Garden welcome!

Donation of R50 for the benefit of the ”Hidden Valley”.

NATURE=ART  
Found object installation art & 
mud painting activity

Explore the “Hidden Valley” with Jenny Herd

 The walk starts at 10h00. 
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The Herd family have kept their piece of paradise 
free of aliens for 40 years.

The walk will take us through very mature fynbos 
where indigenous forest is establishing itself along 
the forest margin, then into the true forest to a 
view site overlooking the Karatara river valley and 
Outeniqua Mountains.

Jenny will share her knowledge of the trees seen 
and their characteristics. Then you can test your 
knowledge with a fun quiz. Please bring pencils. 
Paper handouts with tips on how to identify the 
trees will be available.

Bring a picnic and chairs if you wish to stay for lunch.

An additional slightly more strenuous walk into the 
true forest to a view site overlooking the Karatara 
river valley and Outeniqua Mountains is an after 
lunch option.

Join us for a 3km hike at Gouritzmond. This is an easy walk, partly on board 
walks, through five different biomes: Saltmarsh, Coastal Strandveld, Dune 
Thicket, Transitional Fynbos and Protea Fynbos.

The hiking trail was initiated by the Gouritzmond Conservancy Trust after 
Dr AnneLise and Jan Vlok researched and identified this unique ecosystem 
in 1999. Since the establishment of the conservancy area four hiking trails 
have been developed. These traverse the above mentioned biomes that 
host many species of birds, insects, reptiles and the like.

A least 14 endangered plant species and one red data sp. and the 
endangered butterfly (Poecilmitis brooksi teari) have been identified in the 
area.

Participants will receive a Hiking Trail Guide with short descriptions of all the 
numbered plant species encountered along the trail. Isabel Swart, Chairman 
of the Gouritzmond Conservancy will be our host for the day.

Bookings are essential and more detailed 
information will be sent out soon after your 
bookings are placed. 

To place your booking: Transport in SUVs is 
adviseable and we will link up parties offering and 
needing lifts. Please supply your details (vehicle 
type, how many seats offered or needed, home 
area, phone contacts) to Christine  
wessageorge@isat.co.za

Saturday 9 September

GOURITZMOND COMMONAGE HIKING TRAIL 

The walk starts at 10h00

Donation of R50 for the benefit of the Conservancy.

led by the Conservation Trust (founded 1994)
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http://southerncapemobi.co.za/index.php/
local-info-region/local-info-gouritsmond/
item/101-conservationtrust-bewaringstrust

Bookings are essential and more detailed 
information will be sent out soon after your 
bookings are placed. 

To place your booking: Please be so kind 
as to provide the names of all the persons 
in your party, as well as contact numbers. 
Contact Annemarie: angebhar@telkomsa.net 
or 044 870 0086

Note that I will be away until 6 August, so 
please pardon delayed responses to emails.

Forthcoming Activities

Date: 19-20 September 2017  
Venue: Pine Lake Marina, Sedgefield

Garden Route Interface Meeting - Call for registration

Researchers and pactitioners in conservation, 
tourism, agriculture, forestry, coastal and 
catchment management are becoming 
progressively more aware of the 
interdependence of social and ecological 
systems. Many practitioners and researchers 
are seeking novel ways to study and manage 
social-ecological systems and wish to learn 
more about the interface: the meeting point 
of different land uses, academic disciplines, 
methods, world views and cultures. There is 
also a growing need to look into new ways to 
monitor long-term change in social-ecological 
systems, using natural laboratories such as the 
Garden Route. The first Garden Route Interface 
Meeting is being organized to further explore 
these challenges and opportunities.

Themes of the 2017 meeting
The overall aim of the meeting is to connect 
research and practice to co-learn about, and 
promote effective management of, social-ecological 
systems and people-nature interactions. Based on 
a call for abstracts, approximately 30 presentations 
(oral and poster) were included in the programme 
along the following themes:

• Bridging the science-policy-practice divide

• Learning about people-nature connections

• Mapping ecosystem services and benefit flows

• Establishing long term social-ecological 
research and monitoring sites and networks

• Experiences from social-ecological systems 
research

• Development, resource use and transitions in 
social-ecological systems.

The meeting will be facilitated to maximize 
opportunities for dialogue, critical discussions and 
co-learning between researchers and practitioners.

Corita Loubser 
Coordinator, Sustainability Research Unit,  
NMU George Campus 
E-mail: corita.loubser@nmmu.ac.za  
Tel: +27 (0)44 801 5127  
Cell: 082 941 7869
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More info: www.vetplant.co.za/vetplantfees

More info: greenpop.org/hogsback-festival-of-trees

Date: 23-25 September 2017  
Venue: Calitzdorp Station 
 
Hours for the event are from 09:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on the 23rd and 
24th of September and from 09:00 to 15:00 on 25 September 2017.

Treeplanting Festival: 22-25 September 2017 
Eco-week: 25-29 September 2017  
Venue: Terra-Khaya Backpackers, Hogsback 

Vetplantfees 2017 – Calitzdorp Succulent Society

Hogsback Festival of Trees & Eco-week

GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN

THE BLACK WATTLE BIOCONTROL AGENT:

Dasineura rubiformis is a midge that 
prevents black wattle from setting 
seed.

It has taken off like a rocket in 
release sites and is fast becoming 
one of the most important aspects of 
black wattle control.

Acacia mearnsii flowers and young 
healthy seed pods   

Galls on infected Black Wattle

The release time for Dasineura rubiformis starts NOW !!! (July & 
August 2017)

It would be great if we could get the midge firmly established in 
the Southern Cape so please come and pick up some galls from 
the GRBG nursery.

They will be delivered every Monday to the Nursery (49 Caledon 
Street).

It’s easy to release (see instructions below).

And it is FREE !!!!

See the additional information on the separate PDF attached to 
this Newsletter.
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RELEASE OF WATTLE BIOCONTROL AGENT: Dasineura rubiformis

1. Empty the bag of galls in the shade underneath a mature wattle tree. Ensure that the galls are not 
already on the trees you target!

2. Ensure that there is not too much dust from passing traffic

3. Ensure that the tree will remain in place for 2 – 3 years from date of release

4. Take GPS co-ordinates of the release site and send to Fiona Impson at ImpsonF@arc.agric.za

5. If possible take photographs of the release site and note the surrounding vegetation, aspect and soil

Thanks to Henk Alting who organised a big harvesting of wattle galls. Klaus Schroeder “drove” the cherry 
picker and “volunteers” harvested a huge haul of 30 bags of galls.

If anyone is willing to harvest more galls, bring them to the Botanical Garden for distribution.

National Science Week, an initiative of the Department 
of Science and Technology, is a countrywide celebration 
of science involving various stakeholders and/or role 
players conducting science-based activities during the 
week. Each year a different theme is chosen and the 
theme for 2017 is “Advancing Science Tourism”

Garden Route Botanical Garden, George is proud to be 
hosting a variety of presentations as part of National 
Science Week. Presenters include representatives from 
Keep Fin Alive/White Shark Africa, WESSA as well as 
Garden Route Botanical Garden providing information 
and hands on activities about biodiversity, ecosystems, 
pollution, conservation, habitats, human impact on the 
environment, life and death of stars and more.

Activities for learners will take place in the Botanical 
Garden on 7th& 8th and 10th & 11th August between 
09.00 and 13.30. Schools are invited to attend on these 
days although booking is essential – see details below. 
(Schools wishing to attend outside of these times should 
please contact the number below).

Garden Route Botanical Garden looks forward to 
welcoming you and your students to a very informative 
and fun celebration of science.

Bookings – Contact Karen Claxton on  
claxtonkaren@yahoo.co.uk / mobile 071 554 5587

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 5 – 11 August 2017

Please note that a limited amount of 
transport is available for local schools which 
do not have their own transport. Please ask 
for details when making a booking.

“Science literacy is the artery through which 
the solutions of tomorrow’s problems flow.”  
~ Neil deGrasse Tyson

#SASciWeek #TourismMeetsScience 
#WomeninSTEM #isayensi 
#GardenRouteBotanicalGarden #George
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A Sepia Landscape 3 July 2017 ( An extract )

CREW Outramps News

On the northern side of the Outeniquas, the 
parched, eviscerated land is screaming out for 
rain. There has been no significant precipitation 
for 2 years in the northern foothills of the 
coastal mountains. The plants are losing their 
leaves and many of them have simply given up 
the battle to survive. It was dreadful to see the 
landscape on the northwest side of Perdepoort 
above the Oudtshoorn Road. I thought of the 
Charles Martin quotation from Chasing Fireflies, 
“It's so dry the trees are bribing the dogs.” It’s 
going to need more than a few “captured” 
dogs to revitalise the veld – more like 100mms 
of rain! And that just sounds like a Madman’s 
Dream right now and less likely to happen than 
my suddenly waking up and being able to dump 
the crutches. It was altogether a very depressing 
day.

I was startled by the look of the scrub forest 
on Bosduif. I have been hiking this trail for the 
last 47 years and I have never seen it like this. 
The trees are all losing their leaves and the few 
that are left on the trees are hanging with their 
heads down about to expire. I wonder when 
the trees will reach the point of “no return”. 
Because of the high winds in May, there is a 
massive build-up of the fuel load in the forest. 
Not a happy thought, as none of the forecasts 
have anything to say about rain in the next 10 
days. On the opposite slope to Bosduif there 
has been a recent fire, which is still smouldering 
low down close to the River. When will this 
nightmare end? On a brighter note, SANPARKS is 
to be congratulated on the clearing of the dead 
branches and extensive windfalls from the Trail. 
It must have been quite a job, if the Strawberry 
Hill Forests are anything to go by.

Di Turner

Red Mountain - 24th July 2017 (An extract)

Bill and I did the Strawberry Hill Fern Trail on 
Sunday. The trees facing north on the forest 
fringes are losing all their leaves. At the 
Point, which is the confluence of the Silver 
and Kaaimans Rivers, the north-facing slope 
has major dieback. Most of the vegetation 
there, consists of Passerina, Erica etc, but 
Pterocelastrus tricuspidatus is also present 
and it looks as if all the trees are totally dead. 
This is unprecedented in the 47 years that 
we’ve been walking the trail and observing 
the plants that grow there. Always quick to 
dampen my Armageddon tendencies, for 
once, Bill is in agreement with me. It is a 
terrifying sight and the indigenous forest in 
our neck of the woods, will present no natural 
barrier to an uncontrolled fire.
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Interesting websites & important initiatives

The Garden Route Rebuild Initiative, in partnership with four Garden Route 
Municipalities (Eden District, George, Knysna and Bitou), community members, and 
private sector donors, will develop a long-term renewal plan for the affected areas 
and identify where public and private funds can be adequately spent.

www.facebook.com/gardenrouterebuild

FireWise landscaping: Create a Defendable Zone

Firescaping specifically refers to landscaping in ways that will reduce the probability of fire 
catching and spreading through the firescaped area (e.g. a garden).

http://fynbosfire.org.za/news/all/firewise-landscaping-create-a-defendable-zone

FUEL LOAD MANAGEMENT Manage fire risk.

Managing fuel loads is an integral part of managing fire 
risk. The nature of the risk is dependent on the different 
fuel types and the age of the vegetation. Reducing fuel 
loads may be desirable in terms of reducing immediate 
risk, or can pose a threat to human life, infrastructure, 
commercial concerns, livestock and other land owners, 
or maintaining the health of fire adapted ecosystems.

The management of fuel loads in these areas are often 
by means of prescribed burning.

Fire intensity is controlled by fuel load, fuel moisture, 
air temperature and wind speed, which vary through 
the day and year.

The strongest effect is air humidity, which acts via the 
moisture content of the fine grass fuel.

Together with the local FPAs, we urge residents to 
never leave open fires unattended as they could 
quickly spread and become uncontrollable wild fires.

To find out more about how you can manage fire better, visit our website on  
www.workingonfire.com/integrated-fire-management/reduction/fuel-load-management 
#ForTheGreaterGood

The Southern Cape 
Fire Protection 
Association (SCFPA) 
was established 
and registered in 
2007. The SCFPA is a 
registered Non Profit 

Company, which operates in an area 
from Witsand, along the Breederiver, 
North to the Swartberge – all along the 
Swartberge to the East at Willowmore 
and down South, towards Plettenberg 
Bay (EDEN Districts Municipality) as well 
as in the Eastern Cape, the Tsitsikamma, 
Langkloof and Baviaanskloof. ± 4 million 
Hectare area of responsibility.

Our primary objectives are to (a) 
empower local communities in assisting 
them to become more aware of the 
risks of fire, (b) capacitate them to act 

pro-actively to reduce the hazards 
and vulnerability of assets, and (c) 
allow them to act as a first response 
to fire emergencies. In doing so, 
communities become safer and are 
more prepared in the event of a fire 
emergency. Through the creation of 
an enabling framework and greater 
awareness, fewer ignitions will result 
in less spread and easier suppression 
of veld fires.

Integrated Fire Management (IFM) 
is a crucial part any FPA. We do our 
best to implemented IFM through 
our our region, whether it is on 
small holdings, nature reserves or in 
the wildland urban interface zone; 
Prevention is better than Suppression. 
We need the help of our members 
to act accordingly and too spread 

awareness so that we, as a team, 
can prevent these devastating 
unwanted wildfires.

It is the responsibility of 
landowners to manage their 
property to the best of their 
abilities in order to stop the 
spread of wild veld fires.
1. Assess the vulnerability of 

your property
2. Create a survivable space 

around your house
3. Firescape inside the 

survivable space
4. Reduce fuel loads
5. Clear invading/alien 

vegetation

www.scfpa.co.za
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National Veld and Forest Fire Act

Landowners should familiarise themselves with this Act as their responsibilities are made clear.

To my understanding, if landowners have not created firebreaks and dealt with Invasive Alien Plants, 
should a fire originate or even travel through the property, neighbouring landowners suffering fire damage 
could sue for damages.

www.scfpa.co.za/userfiles/File/National%20Veld%20and%20Forest%20Fire%20Act%20No.%20101%20
of%201998.pdf

As with all things, opinions differ as to whether feeding wild birds and animals after the disastrous fires in the 
Garden Route should take place or not. For this reason I would like to share the 2 poles of this discussion:-

PLEASE DON’T FEED 
THE FIRE-AFFECTED 
WILDLIFE 

SANParks scientists and civil 
society research groups 
have reiterated the call for 
residents to desist from 
feeding the wildlife that they 
believe has been affected by 
the recent fires. This comes 
after volunteer groups had 
dropped vegetables and 
seeds for animals to eat 
in the National Park and 
surrounds.

This week, authorities detailed 
reasons for discouraging the feeding 
of animals in burnt areas.

Park Manager of the Garden Route 
National Park, Paddy Gordon, says:

‘The fire scar thus far illustrates an 
elongated line which suggests animals 
could have moved to either side of 
the fire.

Feeding wild animals may lead to an 
increase in animal conflict with each 
other. Once all the feeding programs 
and volunteers withdraw relief effort, 
animals will keep coming to usual 
spots to collect food which could lead 
to a conflict with other wild animals, 
domestic pets and also with humans.

Feeding also habituates animals to 
humans

Spreading fodder over burnt areas 
might also lead animals to eat both 
fodder and any new growth of plants 
or shoots. This might delay the 
growth of plants in those areas.

In the wake of the devastating fires in 
and around Plettenberg Bay, there has 
been widespread response to the plight 
of the regions wildlife, particularly the 
birds, baboons and antelope. While 
concern for animals is always welcome 

As feeding animals can also 
have an influence on breeding 
patterns in some animal species, 
should the feeding suddenly 
stop, animals will also be 
severely affected.’

Gordon says SANParks staff are 
part of the ‘ground-truthing 
exercise’ with other stakeholders 
to determine further assessment 
post the fire. Once this is 
completed, certain areas will be 
identified for rehabilitation but 
other areas will regrow.

Residents who spot injured 
animals as a result of the recent 
fires can contact the Knysna 
Animal Welfare Society (044 384 
1603) or an emergency after 
hours number: 073 461 9825.  
JULY 18, 2017

www.edgecommunitynews.
co.za/please-dont-feed-the-fire-
affected-wildlife

JOINT STATEMENT: EDENTO ADDO & 
NATURE’S VALLEY TRUST June 2017

and under the circumstances 
understandable, Eden to Addo and 
Nature’s Valley Trust cautions the 
community against embarking on 
random and ill-considered artificial 
feeding initiatives.

After consultation 
with various expert 
authorities and 
agencies, we ask that 
the following be noted:
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1) In general, we caution against 
the notion that Humankind should 
as a matter of course involve itself 
in solving complex disturbances to 
the natural world. The ecological 
records clearly show that nature 
is perfectly adept at recovering 
on its own - human meddling has 
a tendency to be an impulsive 
and short-term response with 
little to no thought of longer term 
consequences.

2) Wild animals are immensely 
resilient and adaptable and have 
evolved ways of coping with 
natural disasters such as fire. Birds 
and baboons in particular will 
readily move away to return once 
areas are recovering. These events 
also act as natural population and 
disease controls and are integral 
to the natural cycles. Animals also 
adapt diets to cope with such 
circumstances.

3) The basis for starting any 
feeding initiative should be 
based on a thorough scientific 
assessment after the collation 
of all available information. The 
number of birds, baboon troops 
and antelope, their ranges, 
feeding habits and numbers 
affected for example would be 

vital information to have. 
And in the rare case that such 
programmes are required, these 
should be informed and driven 
by experts in the field.

4) Any initiative that is not 
necessary or done on a random 
and unsustainable basis will in 
all likelihood be causing more 
harm than good. It may create 
dependency concerns and can 
result in a change of natural 
ranging and feeding patterns. 
And using incorrect food types 
may cause harm through 
disease and digestive issues, 
and feeding sites can become 
points of predation.

5) However, urban gardens 
close to badly burnt areas can 
become refuges or corridors for 
certain species. Supplementing 
food in these circumstances 
should be done under expert 
opinion, and we urge mimicking 
natural foods by using seeds, 
fruit and water for example. 
For input in this regard, please 
contact Nature’s Valley Trust: 
info@naturesvalleytrust.co.za

6) Feeding primates is an 
immensely complex issue and 

if at all possible, should be 
avoided. If baboons have 
taken to raiding homes and 
gardens, then all attempts 
should be made to deal 
with this issue at point of 
conflict. Opening feeding 
points will simply give them 
an additional feeding site 
without solving the conflict.

7) To make a meaningful 
long term contribution, we 
suggest residents embark 
on alien vegetation clearing 
programmes. Species such 
as pine and wattle played a 
significant role in spreading 
the fires and currently, the 
Garden Route faces very 
serious ecosystem and 
biodiversity challenges 
because of the alien invasion. 
In addition, we suggest 
planting indigenous species 
that will attract birds and 
other wild species.

8) We also believe that this 
fire provides an opportunity 
to educate kids and the wider 
community about the nature 
of fires along the Garden 
Route and how to become 
fire wise.

For more information on being fire wise, alien vegetation clearing, research on feeding birds and baboons 
and more, please visit the Eden to Addo Library: edentoaddo.co.za/library and the Nature’s Valley Trust 
website: www.naturesvalleytrust.co.za

NVT Programme Director: Dr. Mark Brown 
Eden to Addo Corridor Initiative CEO: Joan Berning

EDEN BE NEEDIN' GONE VIRAL
Animals from buck to birds, chameleons to bees, have been helped by a 
WhatsApp group that started with a handful of concerned people after 
the fires, but it has now grown to thousands of emails pouring onto this 
forum - highlighting the plight of animals and rescue plans.

knysnaplettherald.com/news/News/General/191925/Eden-Be-Needin-
gone-viral
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Eden Be Needin'
We are now a few weeks into the complete 
devastation of hundreds of square kilometres 
of critical biodiversity including indigenous 
forest and fynbos regions. For the most part, 
human rehabilitation - homes, food schemes and 
personal injury - is being addressed, but surviving 
wildlife that once called Eden home has fled or is 
stranded in the burnt wastelands and is in danger 
of dehydrating or starving to death. With the help 
of experts and the generosity of the public and 
private institutions alike, Eden Be Needin’ has 
initiated a focused wildlife and habitat restoration 
project that prioritises the rehabilitation of 
the now-gaping hole in our wildlands. With 
monitored feeding schemes, a reforestation 
focus, erosion mitigation efforts and educational 
outreach, there is a hope that the forests and its 

creatures will return to a thriving state. These 
habitats are already compromised by human-
created climate change, industrial farming and 
encroaching urbanisation. Without help, we 
fear that this decimation of territory will lead 
to a dramatic depletion of species including the 
rare Brenton Blue Butterfly, the Knysna Dwarf 
Chameleon & the Leto Venus moth.

We are six self-organising beat boxers for the 
creatures working with a growing community 
of compassionate doers to make a dent in the 
inevitable wildlife death toll and help restore 
the soul and soil of Eden. You're invited to help 
heal it. For years to come.

www.facebook.com/edenbeneedin

"BURNT VELD WILL 
RECOVER NATURALLY"
SANParks’ recent aerial survey of fire scars 
around the Garden Route National Park 
shows Harkerville as the most affected area.

The Kranshoek Viewpoint and picnic areas 
were badly burnt. Knysna area manager 
Johan de Klerk, says, "The area burnt used 
to be fynbos islands that turned into thicket 
because it had not burnt over a few years. 
The recent fire will turn it back into fynbos."

The ecological succession will kick in, says de 
Klerk.

There are a few areas where nature will take 
its course in Knysna, such as the burnt veld near the N2. Although that area is not an indigenous forest, it 
will also recover naturally as there are seeds on the ground. The only indigenous forests close to the N2 are 
towards the Garden of Eden (Harkerville), a small pocket along the Brackenhill area and in Tsitsikamma.

Residents are encouraged 
to take ownership of 
eradicating alien species 
( log your query on 
www.ispotnature.org ). 
SANParks can assist in 
this regard and every 
municipality is capacitated 
to help residents identify 
and eradicate aliens on 
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their own property according to the National Environmental Management Biodiversity Act. Indigenous trees 
and plants can be bought at any nursery in the Garden Route.

Regarding landslides that could end up in the estuary: follow-up meetings suggest there are different soil types 
in areas surrounding the Knysna estuary, and only heavy rainfall will lead to a landslide. SANParks has started 
liaising with an NGO regarding proposed locations for silt traps in areas of concern.

www.knysnaplettherald.com/news/News/General/191350/Burnt-veld-will-recover-naturally

ENVIRONMENTAL 
RECOVERY TASK TEAM 
ESTABLISHED
A multi-disciplinary action plan, known 
as the Southern Cape Environmental 
Rehabilitation Plan (Scerp), was established 
to deal with extensive damage caused by 
the June fires in the Plettenberg Bay and 
Knysna areas.

In order to include fire damage suffered 
earlier this year in areas outside of Knysna 
and Plettenberg Bay, such as Albertinia and 
Still Bay, a regional approach was taken.

Scerp is to provide organisational 
leadership to oversee the process of 
environmental recovery, says Cobus 
Meiring of the Southern Cape Landowners 
Initiative (SCLI).

Representatives from the key local, 
regional and national government entities, 
specialising in all matters environmental, 
will be on the steering committee.

The Southern Cape Fire Protection 
Association (SCFPA), Eden District Disaster 
Management, Knysna Municipality, Cape 
Nature, SANParks and Working on Fire are 
some of the key role players.

Dealing with the unknown factor
Meiring adds that neither the Southern Cape, nor South 
Africa has, to date, recorded the kind of infrastructural 
and environmental destruction on the scale brought about 
by the recent fires.

"Though records have been kept of fires that caused 
damages over a large footprint in the previous century, 
there are too many landscape variables today to make a 
parallel conclusion. Because of the intensity of the fires, 
fynbos areas will benefit from the heat and will recover 
perfectly. Other areas may well be unable to recover, take 
decades to recover, or recover but soon after succumb to 
the ever-present threat of invasive alien plants."

Scerp and other parallel task teams working on different 
aspects are in the process of collating information and 
quantifying damages, but there is a long way to go yet.

"Exactly how nature will bounce back, or not, will 
have to be seen. To develop a broad spectrum of 
informed opinions, Scerp is interviewing environmental 
rehabilitation specialists to obtain information on possible 
scenarios and solutions.

Monitoring specific sites for unwanted developments, and 
evaluating the levels of success of specific interventions 
aimed at limiting environmental damage, will be crucial 
over the next few years."

The SCLI (scli.org.za) will lend project management and 
secretariat support to Scerp.

www.knysnaplettherald.com/News/Article/General/environmental-recovery-task-team-established-20170719

SOUTHERN CAPE 
LANDOWNERS INITIATIVE
Established in 2010, The Southern Cape Landowners 
Initiative is a public platform for landowners and 
land managers with an interest in the control and 
eradication of invasive alien plants.

SCLI is supported by the Table Mountain Fund, an associated Trust of WWF South Africa 
www.wwf.org.za/tmf
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Invasive alien plants (IAP) have been identified as the number one 
threat to biodiversity (in particular Fynbos eco systems), water 
security, erosion, climate change and fire risk in the Southern Cape.

In order to establish a collaborative entity to address and coordinate 
regional efforts to control and eradicate IAP’s, the Southern Cape 
Landowners Initiative (SCLI), was established in 2010.

SCLI is the product of the amalgamation of interest on IAP matters 
by public, parastatal and private landowners and conservation 
bodies, which make up The Southern Cape Landowners Initiative.

Cobus Meiring, SCLI Secretariat

Interesting information can be 
found on the website such as:-

GUIDELINES FOR 
INVASIVE SPECIES 
CONTROL
www.scli.org.za/wp-content/
uploads/Guidelines-for-
compiling-Invasive-Species-
Control-Plans-on-Private-
Land-1.pdf

HOT OFF THE PRESS

02 August 2017

Garden Route dam drops to 45%
Emergency tariffs and tougher water 
restrictions will be effective in George 
with immediate effect as the town’s main 
water supply, the Garden Route Dam, 
dropped to 45% today (2 August 2017.) 
The new Section 2C restrictions limit 
household consumption to 15 kilolitres 
per month.

George Municipal Manager Trevor Botha 
said while Section 2B water restrictions 
had been in place since June 1, water 
usage figures had dropped only minimally 
(from 30 megalitres per day in May and 
June to 28 megalitres in July) and little 
rain has fallen. “As the dam has now 
dropped to 45% the Municipal Drought 
Management Policy determines that 
Section 2C restrictions come into effect. 
We hope emergency tariffs will have the 
desired effect of reducing consumption,” 
said Mr Botha.

Households using more than 15 
kilolitres a month will be charged extra 
per kilolitre on an upwards scale for 
exceeding the monthly quota. Businesses, 
entertainment industries and other users 
will be required to reduce consumption 
by 15%, may be fined and will face 
additional charges of 1.5 times their tariff.

The implications of Section 2C restrictions include:
• Households shall be limited to 15 kilolitres per month 

(flow reducing devices will be installed where limits are 
exceeded).

• Other users, businesses and entertainment industries must 
reduce consumption by 15% of their average use over the 
previous six months. This includes commercial car washes 
and other businesses dependent on municipal water.

• Large industries must reduce consumption by 10% of their 
average use over the previous six months.

• Gardens may only be watered using water cans or buckets, 
any time of the day.

• The irrigation/watering of ALL sportsfields using municipal 
water is prohibited.

• Washing of vehicles with a garden hose is prohibited. 
Buckets are allowed.

• Cleaning of any outside surfaces area using a water hose 
with municipal water is prohibited.

• Filling up of swimming pools with municipal water is 
prohibited.

• Where own water from a borehole or reservoir is used 
‘OWN WATER’ signage must be displayed, and officials may 
ask for proof of such.
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Emergency tariffs will have the following implications for households:

WATER USE PER MONTH HOUSEHOLDS PAY NOW HOUSEHOLDS PAY IF SECTION 2C IS IN PLACE
0-6 kilolitres   Free    Free
6-12 kilolitres   R13,74 per kilolitre  R13,74 per kilolitre
12-20 kilolitres   R15,82 per kilolitre  R17,86 per kilolitre
20-30 kilolitres   R18,96 per kilolitre  R27,69 per kilolitre
30-50 kilolitres   R22,71 per kilolitre  R48,44 per kilolitre
50 kilolitres or more  R25,96 per kilolitre  R96,88 per kilolitre

Emergency tariffs for other users (such as schools, old age homes 
etc) shall be 1.5 times more as per their specific published tariff as 
per the annual municipal tariffs list.

Please report water leaks, burst pipes and other water-related 
concerns to our Civil Engineering Department, at  044 801 9262 or 
after hours at 044 801 6300, as soon as you notice them.

Contraventions of water restrictions can be reported on 044 801 
6350. Repeat offenders can expect to pay up to R4 000 per offence, 
depending on the offence, or be jailed for up to six months if found 
guilty.

Source : www.george.org.za/garden-route-dam-drops-45

www.wessa.org.za

As always, feel free to forward to others. And as always, all errors are entirely mine!

If you wish to unsubscribe – just let me know.

Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN
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wessageorge@isat.co.za
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