
  
OUR VISION 

To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment. 

OUR MISSION 

To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects  

which promote public participation in caring for the Earth. 

 

WESSA  EDEN   Newsletter November 2014 

 

Dear Friends of the Environment, 

 

Ward Committees are very important ways of linking with the Council and we are glad to report 

that  all of our nominations were successful in 2011. Whilst Colin Ralston ( Ward 2), Herbert 

Pienaar ( Ward 5), Barry van Ginkel ( Ward 18 ) and Roz Schubert (Ward 19) continue, Alan Cook 

( Ward 3) has resigned. 

We very much hope that a resident of Ward 3 will volunteer to take up Alan's position. 

Please contact us urgently! 

 

A quick overview of dates that need noting in your diary....more details below:- 

Saturday 8 November – George Open Gardens – includes Schnaufers going indigenous, water-

wise and growing sustainable veggies (08h00 – 16h00). 

Sunday 9 November – George Open Gardens - visit 2 of last year's ‘Kos en Fynbos’ winners in 

Blanco. 

Saturday 15 November  - “Living off the grid”   A repeat owing to huge interest !!!!!! 

WESSA Field Trip to explore Alternative Energy Sources.    (10h00 - 14h00) 

Saturday 29 November -Big Birding day – Bird Count at the George Heronry, York Street (17h00 - 

sunset) 

Wednesday 3 December – End of Year Bring and Braai joint event WESSA and Garden Route 

Botanical Garden Trust and Volunteers. (17h00) 

Saturday 6 December – Sustainability Info Stall at the Outeniqua Farmer's Market  (08h00 - 

14h00)  

 

 
 

Saturday 15 November - WESSA Field Trip to explore Alternative Energy Sources.    

“LIVING OFF THE GRID”   A repeat owing to huge demand!!!!!!    Starts 10h00 - ends 14h00  

Our first tour in October was a huge success, with many participants (myself included) having their eyes 

opened to the fact that by using solar power in a typical household along with Eskom, costs can be 

halved. And the investment can be covered within 5 years. With the recent announcement that Eskom 

will hike the price of electricity by 12% next year, many of us are keen to 

switch to alternative energy resources. 

Join us on a 4-hour visit to Karoo Aroma, the commercial farm of Deon 

van Zyl, in the Little Karoo. Deon manages his home and all the farming 

activities totally off the grid, making use of solar, wind and other forms  

Forthcoming Activities 



of renewable energy. Deon is an electronics engineer and he will be sharing his trials and successes in the 

development and establishment of his alternative energy infrastructure.  

Deon van Zyl writes: “Everybody needs electrical power to power anything that you want to accomplish. 

Either you buy from the Eskom or you have to generate it yourself using some source. You can use Diesel, 

PV panels, hydro or thermal as your source of energy. I decided to use Photo Voltaic (PV) as it was the 

source that could supply power at an affordable price. Generating power from a “green” source is a 

bonus. I need electrical power to power my pumps, run my hydroponic tunnel and run my refrigeration in 

the Karoo Aroma factory and run my household. 

The reason for me to switch the grid off was made by the costs of energy 

supplied by Eskom. Eskom charge for their electricity R0.96 per kw/h.          

I generate power and store power at R0.94 per kw/h. Saying this it would 

have been foolish for me to purchase power from Eskom if I can generate 

power at a cheaper cost. Also my cost does not escalate every year -  it is a 

fixed cost. Reliability is also a big issue.  ” 

 The distance to the farm is approximately 70 km from George, 73 km from Oudtshoorn and 40 km from 

Uniondale.  The farm is located on the N9 George -Uniondale road. After the passing the turn off to Eagle 

Falls, about 3 km further on the right after crossing a river course and tall trees is a yellowish farm house  

with solar panels.      33 degr ,45 min, 49.1 sec South,  22 degr, 50 min, 36.8 sec East                                             

Participation fees:  R30 for WESSA members and R50 for non-members. Proceeds go towards funding 

WESSA’s Environmental Education Projects.  

 

 

George Open Gardens:  9h00 to 16h00  8 & 9 November 2014. 

Town Gardens:  Saturday 8 Nov  

 You are all very welcome to visit our garden at No 8 Assegai Street, 

Heatherlands   

Andrew Mugford ( who created the veggie garden) will be on site to explain Sustainable Farming and 

vegetable growing. 

09-10h00 No dig demonstration at the front of the house creating a beneficial grouping of plants for the 

citrus trees (micro food foresting).  

10h30 (sharp!) Andrew will give a short introduction on permaculture and an 

explanation of the system in place at No 8. Question time afterwards and for the rest 

of the day he will be available for questions. 

Graham Godfrey will be on hand with his worm farms explaining the benefits and how 

the system functions and will have worm farms and worm tea on sale. 

Worm Farms in 25 litre containers incl 1 litre worm tea R 350 

Worm Compost in 25 litre containers incl 1litre worm tea R 350 
 

Make the most of this assembled knowledge! 

In addition there will be a WESSA information stall manned by Committee members. 

 

A Donation box will be on site at each garden for the benefit of Badisa.  

Please support the event with a donation of R10 per garden visited. 

More info on  www.gardenroutegardens.co.za 

  

 

  

  

                   

 



Saturday 29 November -   SAPPI BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA'S BIRDING BIG DAY       

Bird Count at the George Heronry, York Street:  17h00 – sunset 

BirdLife South Africa’s annual Birding Big Day has a number of categories to suit the needs of all birders. 

2014 marks the 30th annual Birding Big Day and an exciting new category has been added. Bird your 

‘Hood gives you 24 hours to go birding in your garden, local park or school grounds; as long as it is close 

enough to walk, bike or hike. Birding Big Day 2014 is not only around which team can see the most 

species. During this year’s event, teams can contribute to one national species list to see how close we 

can get to recording the 845 bird species that occur in South Africa in just one day!  

As a birder, one of the most valuable contributions you can make is to ensure that the information you 

collect whilst birding is recorded and put to good use. Most of what we know about our birds, their 

behaviour and their movements is a result of information from ordinary birders. BirdLife South Africa 

would like to encourage teams and individuals to become "citizen scientists” and go birding with a 

purpose. Consider participating in the Southern African Bird Atlas Project 2 (SABAP2) or MyBirdPatch 

during Birding Big Day.  

Whilst all around the country avid birders are participating in this 

event, we will take it easier....bring a chair, binoculars and camera 

and enjoy the flight show as hundreds of colonial birds (mostly 

cattle egrets, sacred ibis, black headed herons and reed 

cormorants ) return to their roosting site at the old Crocodile Farm 

at the southern end of York street. The nesting season has already 

begun come and see the action! 

Wednesday 3 December  – End of Year Bring & Braai from 17h00  

Let's now relax and enjoy the end of a very busy year. So do come and celebrate 

with us at our GRBG & WESSA Year End Bring& Braai at the GRBG Botanical 

Tea Garden. 

Please bring your own picnic baskets with plates, cutlery, glasses etc., as well 

as your own meat and drinks.  If possible please bring a salad to share with 

each other. The fires will be stoked and there will be plenty of seating.  

Partners are welcome. If you know of members who do NOT have e-mail, we 

would appreciate your contacting them with this invitation. 

Please RSVP to Kristen Hoek / Christine Ridge-Schnaufer before Friday, the 31 November 2014.  

 

Saturday 6 th December – SUSTAINABILITY INFO STALL  

at the Outeniqua Farmer's Market:  08h00 - 14h00 

A collection of interesting exhibits …  

Rocket Stoves demonstrated by Susie Lauer                  Wonderbags – Michelle Schubert 

Worm farms - Graham Godfrey                                        No dig Gardening  - Andrew Mugford    

Come and visit the WESSA Eden stall ! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

WESSA Eden Enviro slot on EDEN fm Thursdays betweeen 07h30 -08h00  

The guest speaker on 30
th

 October was Llewellyn Grootboom, Lorraine's new Groen Sebenza intern:     

 

Eden FM Interview Questions and Answers 

Can you introduce yourself and give a little background on yourself? 

My name is Llewellyn Grootboom; I am currently on a SANBI (South African National Biodiversity Institute) 

Internship working as an Environmental Education Officer at WESSA (Wildlife and Environmental Society 

of South Africa). 

I call myself a FET (Further Education and Training) veteran, having completed various FET programmes.  

The programmes that I have successfully completed with distinctions I must add are Agribusiness 

Management, Nature Site Guiding, Environmental Practices and I am currently completing a Human 

Resources Management programme through UNISA.  

I also had the opportunity to do a one year Internship in Marketing and Eco Tourism with CapeNature. 

 

What does your current job entail? 

WESSA is the implementer of the YES (Youth Environmental Services) Programme in the Eden District Area.  

We provide successful applicants that become beneficiaries, with SAQA Accredited Environmental Skills 

training, and partner with local Organisations to host the students to gain workplace experience for the 

year that is the duration of the programme. 

As an Environmental Education Officer Intern I am being mentored as a Facilitator with the possibility of 

also get certified as an Assessor and Moderator. 

This year the Programme was implemented in the Greater Oudtshoorn Municipality, and for next year the 

programme is benefiting youth in Knysna and Sedgfield, application forms are currently available at 

Municipal Libraries in these areas. 

 

How do you experience the job so far? 

I am enjoying my work and the experience will definitely help to develop my career as a Social 

Entrepreneur.   

FET Programmes are fairly new to South Africa, but it got the potential to create new enterprises and 

sustainable jobs. FET Programmes is a very important component of the National Development Plan, and I 

feel blessed to be part it. 

 

What would you like to see change within FET Programmes or is it perfect as it is? 

As I said FET is fairly new to South Africa so it’s not perfect yet, but it is improving.  

I would like to see FET Programmes become more sustainable by developing the programmes into 

profitable business projects that benefits the graduates. There are a lot of FET Graduates sitting at home 

because there are no or little jobs out there, so new enterprises must be developed. 

 I also would like to see more integrated partnerships between FET Colleges, Landowners, Government 

Departments like SEDA, NYDA and NEF happening.   

Entrepreneurship and Business Planning Training must become part of all FET Programmes and viable 

Assignments that are born out of these programmes must be developed into New Enterprises.   

 

 

 

WESSA proudly presents 



 

6th November:  ENVIRONMENTAL CALENDAR  

6th NOVEMBER - WORLD VEGAN DAY  

Agriculture is one of the most resource-intensive and environmentally damaging aspect of industrialized 

living. We are trying to lessen our environmental impact by reducing the amount of water we waste, 

energy we use by re-using our resources and RECYCLING  

Environmentally conscious consumers are concerned not only with the carbon footprint of food 

produced, over-packaging, pesticides used and GM foods, but they are starting to question the 

environmental sustainability of modern animal farming.  

Farmers used to be seen as 'custodian's of the countryside, but the image of modern industrial farming is 

one of destruction and waste.  

World meat production has quadrupled in the past 50 years and livestock now outnumber people.  

A report commissioned by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the US Agency for 

International Development (USAID) and the World Bank concluded that factory farming, "acts directly on 

land, water, air and biodiversity through the emission of animal waste, use of fossil fuels and substitution 

of animal genetic resources. In addition, it affects the global land base indirectly through its effect on the 

arable land needed to satisfy its feed concentrate requirements. Ammonia emissions from manure storage 

and application lead to localised acid rain and ailing forests."  

 

6th  NOVEMBER -INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR PREVENTING THE EXPLOITATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT IN 

WAR AND ARMED CONFLICT  

 

LOCAL AND GLOBAL NEWS UPDATE:  

good luck to all the KOS EN FYNBOS PARTICIPANTS JUDGING STARTS TODAY!!  

 

SPECIAL GUEST: KIRSTY HOFFHUIS FROM INTERWASTE ON RECYCLING  

How do we re-cycle   -  Why do we re-cycle   -  What can be re-cycled (hazardous material: batteries, 

chemicals etc...)  
 

20 NOVEMBER – Llewellyn will talk on the YES Youth Programmes 

27 NOVEMBER – More on Kos en Fynbos, Chris Godfrey & Dr Zilla North 

4 DECEMBER – Ocean Issues – Edith Mertz 

 

As a point of information, also on Thursdays between 11h00 & 11h30, Fred Orban gives information on 

the Gouritz Cluster Biosphere Reserve (GCBR).      http://www.gouritz.com  

 

 
 

 

The project is now running with a total of 292 entries...130 from Blanco, 60 from Touwsranten 

and 120 from Pacaltsdorp/Rosedale/Delville Park. What a success story! 

Blanco, Pacaltsdorp and Touwsranten have their own co-ordinators now and everyone is looking 

forward to seeing the results and the winners who will be announced end November and 

beginning December. 

Through changes way beyond the control of the organisers, prizes that were expected are no 

longer forthcoming.  

The project needs help - If you can and would like to support this amazing project with 

prizes please contact:   

Chris Godfrey 083 500 3090 chrisgodfrey3@gmail.com  

or Dr Zilla North  079 693 3600   zilla@hypernorth.com  

 

Kos en Fynbos  - Healthy food in your own garden 



OPEN FARM GARDENS: Sunday 9 November   

Along with the Farm Gardens that are located in Blanco, two of the Winners of the Kos en 

Fynbos competition 2013 are waiting to proudly show their gardens: Simon Magotha and 

Michael Crowley, Blanco.         More info on  www.gardenroutegardens.co.za 

 

 

Header Invasive aliens 

 

Invasive Alien Plants (IAPs) are widely considered as a 

major threat to biodiversity, human livehoods and economic 

development. IAPs cost South Africans tens of billions of rand 

annually in lost agricultural productivity and resources spent 

on management. Many IAPs are products of unwise and unintentional plant introductions, but if new 

invasions are discovered before they are well established, eradication is possible and management costs 

can be reduced.  

 

What you can do to help - Become informed about the impact of invasive alien plants. 

On 1st August 2014, Minister of Environmental Affairs, Mrs Edna Molewa published the Alien and Invasive 

Species regulation published in Gazette No. 37885.  

More about  categories of Invasive Alien Plants 

 

The regulation listed a total of 559 alien species as invasive and further 560 species are listed as 

prohibited and may not be introduced into South Africa. Below is a brief explanation of the four 

categories of Invasive Alien Plants as per the regulation.  

 

Category 1a:  Invasive species requiring compulsory control.  

Remove and destroy. Any specimens of Category 1a listed species need, by law, to be eradicated from the 

environment. No permits will be issued. 
 

Category 1b: Invasive species requiring compulsory control as part of an invasive species control 

programme. Remove and destroy. These plants are deemed to have such a high invasive potential that 

infestations can qualify to be placed under a government sponsored invasive species management 

programme. No permits will be issued. 
 

Category 2: Invasive species regulated by area. A demarcation permit is required to import, possess, 

grow, breed, move, sell, buy or accept as a gift any plants listed as Category 2 plants. No permits will be 

issued for Cat 2 plants to exist in riparian zones. 
 

Category 3: Invasive species regulated by activity. An individual plant permit is required to undertake any 

of the following restricted activities (import, possess, grow, breed, move, sell, buy or accept as a gift) 

involving a Category 3 species. No permits will be issued for Cat 3 plants to exist in riparian zones. 

 

http://www.sanbi.org/information/infobases/invasive-alien-plant-alert 

 

We are fortunate in having  Ena & Bob McIntyre here in the Garden Route Branch of 

the Botanical Society of South Africa. This month we attach  The Layman’s Guide to 

Invasive Alien Vegetation in our region 

Southern Cape Weeds Forum  for:- 

Opuntia Robusta (Robusta Turksvy/Blue-leaf cactus) 

& Opuntia microdasys (Yellow bunny-ears/Teddy-bear cactus) 

  

Alien Invasive Plants 



 GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN   

 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT CONCERT WITH SOUTH CAPE SYMPHONY 

ORCHESTRA  IN THE BOTANICAL GARDEN  6 December 2014 from 18h00 

Bring family and friends, chairs and candles, your picnic basket and a strong singing 

voice! Come early and enjoy your picnic in the garden before joining the South Cape Symphony Orchestra 

for a sunset concert on the events lawn in the beautiful Garden Route Botanical Garden.   

ENTRANCE FREE – Donations will be accepted   ENQUIRIES: 044 874 1558 

 

RAPPORT TUSSEN TUINE PRESENTS:  BOK VAN BLERK CONCERT       Sunday, 7 December 2014  

Come join us for BOK VAN BLERK LIVE in the Garden Route Botanical Garden, Caledon Street, George.  

Gates open at 11h00.  Show starts at 13h00 – 16h00 

All are welcome, bring a picnic blanket and basket and enjoy a family day out.   

TICKET PRICES:      Online: R100.00 per person. At the Gate: R 120.00 per person. Free to all school kids.   

CONTACT DETAILS:     http://www.tussentuine.co.za/ 078 665 8241 / info@plankton.mobi 

  

  

  

 
   

Source :- www.care2.com/causes/fracking-ruining-californias-already-depleted-water-supply.html 

Fracking Ruining California’s Already Depleted Water Supply 

by Kevin Mathews       October 14, 2014      2:30 pm  

Water is hard to come by in California currently thanks to a 

devastating drought. As the government tries to determine how to 

get by, the last thing the state needs is to have its already limited 

water supply contaminated, yet that’s precisely what has 

occurred thanks to our friends in the fracking industry. 

Three months ago, eleven fracking wells were shut down in central 

California after being suspected of leaking wastewater into critical 

aquifers. Analysts found that nine of the wells had in fact contaminated the state’s precious water supply. 

In total, three billions of illegally dumped toxic water mixed with clean water. Chemicals like thallium, 

arsenic and various nitrates that fracking companies use to conduct business have been discovered in high 

concentrations in the water supply. 

Even more disheartening is the news that this investigation is not over. Regulators have reason to suspect 

that 19 other fracking sites may have leaked toxins into water supplies, though those areas have yet to be 

tested. 

This development shouldn’t come as a surprise – researchers have found time and time again that the 

chemicals that get used in fracking “magically” wind up in local water supplies, even though gas 

companies deny responsibility. 

State officials knowingly accepted risks when they permitted fracking to occur. This gamble turned out to 

be even more reckless than they could have anticipated, however, now that water is in such low supply. 
 

Fracking doesn’t even need to poison aquifers in order to deplete the water supplies. A single fracking site 

can waste as much as 150,000 gallons each day. The water is mixed with toxins and fired underground to 

free up natural gas supplies. Because it is combined with chemicals, this water is unsafe to use for other 

purposes afterwards, too. 

 

Interesting websites 

Garden Route BOTANICAL GARDENS 



It is unclear how the state will deal with its polluted aquifers at this point, but one next step should be 

obvious: putting a moratorium on fracking in the state immediately. California does not have the luxury of 

losing any more water at this point. Forget natural gas — H2O is clearly a more precious resource during 

this drought. 
 

Various counties including Los Angeles have already banned fracking, but it’s going to take a statewide 

effort to protect the shared water supply.   

 

Feeding the Mother City | Cape Town Partnership 

http://www.capetownpartnership.co.za/2014/10/feeding-the-mother-city/ 

 

The Klein Karoo Sustainable Drylands Permaculture Project (KKSDPP) is a Not-

for-Profit Organisation that owns the Farm Berg-en-Dal, near Ladismith in the Klein Karoo (in the 

Western Cape, South Africa). The farm is the home to a community of people who run the 

KKSDPP whose aim is to create a model of regenerative settlement that is used as a training 

environment for a wide range of permaculture and ecological land-use related systems and 

concepts. 

http://www.berg-en-dal.co.za 

 

 

Early warning........with 2015 just around the corner, we are already planning events 

for next year (whereby changes are well possible!)...... 

 

24 January -  Indigenous Knowledge Systems with Neil Carelse. Venue Botanical Garden. 

 

February - Permaculture & No-dig course (2 full days on 2 separate weekends) 

 

March - A drive following some of John Burchell's route 

 

April – a new geological tour, the Herbertsdale circuit 

 

May – Drive to an area with a 5km walk following John Burchell's footsteps 

 

June – Visit Noetzie Conservancy, Knysna 

 

As always, feel free to forward to others. And as always, all errors are entirely mine! 

If you wish to unsubscribe – just let me know. 

 

Regards,  

Christine Ridge-Schnaufer 

Honorary Secretary, WESSA  Eden Tel: 044-873-4203    Fax: 086 646 5458 

wessageorge@isat.co.za        www.wessa.org.za          http://www.facebook.com/wessa.eden 


