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It has only been 364 days since the last Chairman's report and one thing is certain, time flies by ever faster bringing 
news and changes almost faster than we can deal with it.....

At last year's AGM we asked for volunteers to join the Committee and happily could welcome a new member, Linda 
Widlake, who has joined us from the Outeniqualand Trust. Despite living in Great Brak she has kindly taken over the 
Agendas & Minutes for our monthly Committee meetings. 
A great help for the then secretary who actually tendered her resignation at the last AGM – as you have noticed – to 
no avail!

The remainder of the Committee continued and expended huge amounts of time and energy in our events as well as 
their particular spheres of interest.

Our own activities were very successful thanks to the willingness of specialists to share their knowledge and time with 
us and other interested individuals – many of them non-WESSA members.  A heartfelt Thank you to all our speakers:-
Paul Rixom, Peter Ginn and Colin Ralston were again on the road explaining the geology of the Swartberg. 
Bool Smuts of the Landmark Foundation brought us up to date on Leopard Research and raising awareness in the 
farming fraternity and rural schools.
Herold Wines enlightened us on biodiversity and wine production with wine-tasting and lunch on a sunny Saturday 
was certainly one of our most relaxed events.
Susie Lauer followed up a busy week at the SAATSA Science Week with a demonstration of Rocket Stoves for WESSA.
With Louis Jordaan of Minwater and Tom Barrie (Manager of Cape Nature's Gamkaberg Reserve) leading a tour of the
succulents in the Groenfontein section of the Gamkaberg, the very experienced botanists who participated were not 
disappointed.
To show our commitment to the Great Brak area, we joined hands with various local organisations and had a very 
successful Coastal Cleanup starting at the Suiderkruis beach.
Deon van Zyl has been very busy with WESSA Eden this year.
The 2 talks that he hosted at his farm in the Langkloof on “getting off the grid” were very well received and have led to 
our asking for a follow up this evening …..

Through our various activities with Kos en Fynbos , my own interest in veggie growing at home was re-awakened. 
Insights gained at one of Andrew Mugford's Permaculture course led to a revamp of the garden making space for 
veggies and replacing half of the garden with fynbos and other indigenous plants and trees. The idea was to use this 
garden as a demonstration object for others interested in changing their own garden. We offered our garden as a 
work-in-progress as part of the annual Open Gardens Day and the organisers were delighted with the idea. The 
Committee came on board for a great day networking with gardeners from George and even Mossel Bay.

Shortly before Christmas we again had a stall at the Outeniqua Farmers Market who always welcome us. The 
Committee was supported by Michelle Schubert demonstrating Wonderbags, Susie Lauer Rocket Stoves and Graham 
Godfrey worm farms.

The New Year started with a fascinating talk by Neil Carelse and other Khoi San activists on Indigenous knowledge. This
talk had been a huge success with the visitors young and old at the Science Week, but sadly there was only a small 
turnout for this very interesting talk.

The annual Leap Day for Frogs held in the Botanical Garden was again very well received. Willem Mathee and Colin 
Ralston gave an introductory talk and then led the group in spotting, catching and explaining the frogs found. 

You will agree with me we offered a very varied programme.

Committee members attended environmental events and meetings of other organisations and entities in various roles.
They included:-

Kos en Fynbos expanded – rather exploded into Blanco, Pacaltsdorp/Conville/Borcherds, Kretzenhoop and 
Touwsranten with over 300 participants
Weeds Forum
Garden Route Initiative
GCBR Goutitz Cluster Biosphere Reserve
NMMU div talks
EPIP project building of Education Centre, Bot Garden



Great Brak River Estuary Management Forum
Trapsjuities, Oudtshoorn
Eco Festival de Rust
SAATSA Science week
Fynbos Forum, Knysna   
S Cape Landowners Initiative Seminar
Ward Committee meetings
I-spot course
WESSA Knysna AGM

Like me, the monthly Newsletter has difficulty slimming down. This communication tool continues to be our major link
with individuals and organisations in the area. We reach just short of 2000 addressees. Distribution expands through 
(eg) the George Golf Club Newsletter which has a link to our Newsletter and online publishers who make use of all or 
part of the Newsletter.
Through electronic networking we receive very informative mails and these are then edited  and included if thought to 
be of general use. Thanks to Ena MacIntyre who on behalf of the Botanical society provides us with information on 
invasive alien plant species which should be eradicated and removed from our gardens and plots.
Monica continues with the weekly Enviro slot Thursday mornings on Eden FM always finding inspiring speakers and 
she also keeps the WESSA Eden facebook page updated.

The monthly Bird counts at the George Heronry continue with some Councillors joining the count in recent months 
and being amazed at the bird flight show.

For our tours a reccie is generally needed and thes Have become pleasant outings for the Committee members. 
They were for the succulent tour Gamkaberg and preparing for the Burchell tour led by Katot Meyer in May. We were 
also invited to Pinnacle Point to experience the tour now available to the public – which we very much recommend to 
you all and your visitors.

We received a financial injection of ca. R11.000from Outeniqualand Trust which upon ceasing active service chose 
WESSA Eden to inherit remaining funds to be used in the Great Brak area. 
Our Funds were primarily used for prizes & admin costs Kos en Fynbos. But the Treasurer will give a detailed report.
 
Envirokids magazines on “Focus on Food” & Soil for Life” were purchased for distribution at Kos en Fynbos events.

WESSA Eden can only be as good as the Committee members who take the time and effort to make things happen and
the public who support our efforts.

Sadly, we are losing 3 valued members.
Colin Ralston has resigned for health reasons. We are granting him leave of absence only until he has recuperated. 
Thanks for your energies so far.

Chris Godfrey  - and of course Graham – are relocating to Bloemfontein for family reasons. We are sad to see them go 
as in the short space of time that they have been here amazing things have happened with the emphasis being the 
success of the Kos en Fynbos programme.

Aneri Roos as our youngest Committee member has found that real life has caught up with her.  From being a masters 
student she has progressed to part-time lecturer and the work load now precludes her continuing as Treasurer and 
Committee member.

The Committee comprises currently of :- 
Annemarie Gebhardt (acting Chairlady)             Linda Widlake (Minutes secretary)
Roz Schubert             Lorraine McGibbon            Monica Vaccaro             and myself.

May I take this opportunity of thanking them all for the time and energy each one has expended making this small 
branch the success that it is. It appears that we are one of the most active Branches in the country!

We need more volunteers such as yourselves and this is my appeal to those here this evening and to those who read 
this report (to the end) - come on board and contribute to environmental awareness and education. We have lots of 
fun doing it!

Compiled & presented by Christine Ridge-Schnaufer at AGM 21 April 2015


