
The Proposed 

Public Participation: 

George, Knysna, Plettenberg Bay, 

Storms River, St Francis 



What is a Biosphere  

Reserve? 

Biosphere reserves are designated by the UNESCO-
MAB programme (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization’s Man and the 
Biosphere) to deal with one of the most sensitive 
and complex conservation questions that we face 
today:  
 

 How do we reconcile conservation with 
development? 

 

Biosphere reserves are “areas of terrestrial and 
coastal ecosystems (registered with UNESCO) 
promoting solutions to reconcile the conservation 
of biodiversity with its sustainable use. They are 
internationally recognized, nominated by national 
governments and remain under sovereign 
jurisdiction of the states where they are ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘέ. 



Garden Route Biosphere Reserve 

Domain: George to St Francis 

Western Cape – Eastern Cape 



Biosphere Reserves:   

Here, There and Everywhere   

Introduction 
 

Á UNESCO MAB Programme launched early 1970s 
Á Implemented in Biosphere Reserves 

Á 631 BRs in 119 countries – growing global interest in MAB 

Á Africa – 64 BRs in 28 countries (2 recent approvals in SA) 

Á Guided by Seville Strategy, Statutory Framework, MAP, new 
global MAB Strategy; national MAB Strategy and 
implementation plan 

Á SA Vision: “South African biospheres are special landscapes 
where socio-ecological land management is practised towards 
a more sustainable future for all” 

 

 

 

 



Biosphere Reserves:   

Basic Functions & Elements 

Biosphere Reserves  
Á 3 Functions: 

i. Conservation of biodiversity, ecological processes 

ii. Sustainable socio-economic development 

iii. Logistics – research, monitoring, education, 
awareness 

Á 3 Elements: 
i. Core areas –  statutory protected 
ii. Buffer zones –   sustainable development 
iii. Transition zones –  areas of cooperation 

 



Biosphere Reserves in South 

Africa 

South African Biosphere Reserves 
Á 8 designated BRs; 2 were designated in June 

Á covering 102 615 km2, approximately 8.4% of SA’s land area 

 

 

 

BIOSPHERE RESERVE PROVINCE 
YEAR OF 

DESIGNATION 
TOTAL SIZE MANAGEMENT ENTITY 

Kogelberg Western Cape 1998 100 000 ha Non-profit Company 

Cape West Coast Western Cape 2000 378 000 ha Non-profit Company 

Kruger to Canyons Limpopo and 

Mpumalanga 

2001 2 474 700 ha Non-profit Company 

Waterberg Limpopo 2001 417 000 ha Non-profit Company 

Cape Winelands Western Cape 2007 322 000 ha Non-profit Company 

Vhembe Limpopo 2009 3 070 000 ha Non-profit Company 

Gouritz Cluster Western Cape 2015 3 269 000 ha Non-profit Company 

Magaliesberg Gauteng and 

North-West 

2015 230 846 ha TBD 



Biosphere Reserves & Municipalities: 

A Valuable Collaboration 



UNESCO MAB’s Requirements: 

Processes to Follow 

• Public Participation (two rounds for Phase 1, 1 round for Phase 
2) 

• Mapping and zonation 

• Interim management/steering committee 

• Registration of NPC 

• Draft application for circulation 

• 4 strategy documents:  education, project prioritisation & 
funding, socio-economic development, marketing & 
communications 

• Revision of application & submission 

• Appointment of Coordinator 

 
 

 



Biosphere Reserves:  Application 

Requirements 

Á Conservation function 

Á Economic & human development (socio-culturally & ecologically sustainable) 

Á Logistic support function (training, research, monitoring, etc) 

Á Mosaic of ecological systems, including gradation of human interventions 

Á Significant biological diversity conservation 

Á Demonstrate approaches to sustainable development (regionally) 

Á Appropriate size to serve 3 functions:  615 000ha 

Á Legally constituted core area, buffer zone/s surrounding core, transition zone 

Á Organisational arrangements (to include authorities, communities, private 
interests) 

Á Existing or planned arrangements (government/private MOUs, LOI’s, etc) 

Á Implementation mechanisms and infrastructure 

Á Management plan/policy 

Á Endorsements 

 
 



• Historical & current land use and land use rules 

• Access to/control of resources 

• Population numbers & demographics 

• Cultural significance, languages 

• Consultation for the biosphere reserve 

• Sustainable development potential, tourism, agriculture, 
community benefits, cultural conservation, education 

• Governance and management 

• Sources of funding 

 

 

 

 

 

Biosphere Reserves:  Application 

Requirements 



Share information, ideas, suggestions, contacts:  
ecovive@mweb.co.za / 082 322 2209 / 044 535 0064 

Mapping workshops 

Strategy development workshops: 
 

– Socio economic strategy document (update) 

– Marketing & communications strategy document (partnerships) 

– Education strategy document (supporting existing initiatives) 

– Funding strategy document (incl project prioritisation) 
 

Letters of support (two original copies) 
Draft document for circulation 

Final document for submission 
 

 

 

 

Biosphere Reserves:  Next Steps 



Biosphere Reserves:  How Can 

You Get Involved? 

 
 

• Participate 

• Share information and ideas 

• Lobby 

• Spread the word 

• Benefit, create your own benefits and support those 

who can benefit 
 
 
 

BIOSPHERES ARE ABOUT YOU 



Thank you 

 

Vernon Gibbs-Halls:  gibbs@edendm.co.za 044 803 1529 

Londeka Phetha:  londeka@edendm.co.za 044 803 1529  

Simon Sam:  073 580 7988 

Mary Jane Waite:  mj@atthesource.co.za 072 223 9911 

Julie Carlisle:  ecovive@mweb.co.za 082 322 2209 

 

 


