
From: Patrick Dowling 
Sent: Sunday, March 13, 2016 10:41 AM 
To: WESSA George 
Subject: objection to karoo uranium mining 
Hi Christine
Thanks for recent newsletter. We need to interact more.
Not sure about your Branch’s feelings on mining but there has been an appeal by SAFCEI to oppose
the uranium mining applications in the Karoo.
Will send you their info and below is my quick response from WCape membership.
All the best
Patrick

Sir/ Madam
WESSA Western Cape membership objection to Karoo Mining proposal DMR References 
EC30/5/1/2/2/10029MR , WC30/5/1/2/2/10072MR, WC30/5/1/2/2/10073MR, 
WC30/5/1/2/2/10074MR, WC30/5/1/2/2/10075MR
The Western Cape WESSA Membership committee objects to the proposed Uranium mining 
proposals listed above for the following reasons:

1 It is difficult to understand how a company such as yours that is obviously deeply invested 
in on-going mining operations can possibly deliver an objective Environmental Assessment 
Report on this extensive application. 

2 Before such a new, intrusive and potentially hazardous industrial activity is inflicted on an 
area as ecologically, culturally and archeologically sensitive as the Karoo a thorough 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) with full public participation should be 
undertaken. Piecemeal EIAs are insufficient. 

3 The Karoo is a quiet, peaceful place, sought as a sanctuary and clean air breathing space by 
many. The noise and dust that can be anticipated from such a large scale operation and 
associated transport systems will wreck such tranquillity in the mine sites’ environments and
set a destructive precedent for other parts of the Karoo. Public participation is a key concern 
of our organization. A requirement of NEMA is that affected communities and IAPs be 
capacitated to understand and be involved properly in the issues at stake. There is not 
objective evidence that this has happened or that anything more than a superficial tick-box 
exercise has taken place. 

4 Equally superficial is the assessment’s handling of water related issues. Neither the source of
productive water for mining and processing operations nor the treatment of waste water 
have been comprehensively dealt with. An understanding of the complexity of the Karoo 
hydrology/geology nexus has not been demonstrated at all despite this being fundamental to 
the provision of sufficient water in a sustainable way not damaging to other regional 
productive water use. The proposed tailings dams for waste water are very problematic. 
There is a long history of these leading to myriad problems in South Africa over a century. 
Low level radiation and failing dam walls are key concerns. Most importantly is the 
conflicting needs for water in the Karoo. All indications are that water resources are already 
fully allocated for social and productive purposes. Diverting such a critical resource to 
mining would probably trigger Section 17 of the SA Constitution that guarantees our right to
a safe environment, cared for sustainably without being subject to degradation. 

5 There are only a few highly paid managers currently in mining who would suggest that the 
industry offers “decent” jobs. Jobs at any cost should not be the first motivation of any 
proponent. The 250 permanent jobs proposed will not really be permanent as Uranium like 
other minerals is a finite resource. Also it is likely that many of the jobs will be for people 
with high qualifications not available locally. There is no suggested for the number of job 
losses in agriculture, tourism and renewable energy activities. 

6 The IDP the Central Karoo Municipality does not include uranium mining which is viewed 



by some as destructive and incompatible with long-term economic planning.
Regards
Patrick Dowling
Energy and Climate Change portfolio.
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From: Stefan Cramer 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2016 9:08 AM 
To: 'Patrick Dowling' 
Cc: wessageorge@isat.co.za 
Subject: AW: Uranium mining: we need to act - docs needed

Dear Christine, dear Patrick,
the application data can be downloaded from the company’s Dropbox at 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/md20py3m3ewweg3/AAAj0sy2bs_iQpext-puEsuCa?dl=0. Please find
attached our generic submissions.
It is impossible to download the entire application: it contains half a Gigabyte of data, or 6.000 
pages.
Let me know what exactly you are looking for.
Thanks for your interest in the issue. Have a look at the drainage pattern of the uranium mining 
districts in the Karoo:

Dr
Stefan Cramer
Science Advisor
t + 27 49 891 0458             c + 27 72 290 8306
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