
 

OUR VISION
To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.

OUR MISSION
To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects 

which promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

WESSA  EDEN   Newsletter      April   2016
Dear Friends of the Environment,  
this is a big year for WESSA :-
WESSA standing strong and caring for the earth at 90
WESSA (the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa) celebrates its 90th birthday in 2016 and a 
number of special activities are planned for the year to mark this milestone event. 
Whilst the organisation can trace its roots back to 1883, it officially formed in 1926 as The Wildlife 
Protection Society of South Africa, when a group of passionate individuals got together to campaign for 
the creation a National Parks Board (now known as SANParks), to ensure the proclamation of the Kruger 
National Park, and to advocate the formation of other national parks in South Africa.
Over the years WESSA has continued to play a strong role in shaping conservation practices throughout 
South Africa, proactively engaging with the challenges and opportunities presented by our country’s 
unique natural heritage and the social and economic systems that depend on it. Whilst the organisation 
has changed its name and its focus several times over the years, one very important aspect of WESSA’s 
mission that has remained unchanged throughout its history is articulated in its logo: “People Caring for 
the Earth”. 
Today WESSA is working towards meaningful and sustainable capacity building solutions, which enable 
individuals, communities and government to make better lifestyle and environmental management 
choices for a more sustainable future. WESSA has become a leading implementer of high-impact 
environmental and conservation initiatives in Southern Africa, and a trusted and effective project 
execution partner. The organisation is made up of an extensive network of professional staff, dedicated 
Members, Branches, Friends Groups and other affiliated groups throughout the country. The critical focus
areas of WESSA’s work include the international Eco-Schools and Blue Flag eco-labels, environmental 
training to address the scarcity of skills in our country, the conservation of life-supporting biodiversity and
water resources, climate change mitigation, environmental governance, and the WESSA Rhino and 
Elephant initiatives. 
WESSA is also an integral part of the international environmental community. We have been entrusted 
with running two international Foundation for Environmental Education programmes in South Africa, we 
are a founder member of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), we work with 
UNESCO towards strengthening their Global Action Programme for Sustainable Development, and we 
have also implemented the SADC Regional Environmental Education Project (SADC-REEP) in southern 
Africa for over 20 years. We are gratified to have earned significant international recognition for our 
efforts over the years.
At 90, WESSA is proud of its history. We are also excited about what we are achieving through our current
projects and partnerships and – in spite of the significant challenges facing our environment – we look 
forward to the future and to all the opportunities it will present, in our ongoing quest to be champions of 
the environment. 



WESSA’s history:
WESSA’s achievements over the years have been well documented: The book "The Conservationists and 
the Killers”, first published in 1982, covers WESSA’s history for the period 1926 to 1980. A special 
"Diamond Jubilee” issue of WESSA’s then magazine, African Wildlife, was published in 1986. To mark 
WESSA’s 85th birthday in 2011, "A celebration of 85 years of Caring for the Earth", was compiled and a 
new publication celebrating WESSA's 90th birthday will be produced in 2016. A snapshot of WESSA’s 
achievements over the decades may be viewed www.wessa.org 
About WESSA:
WESSA is a South African environmental organisation with a mission to implement high impact 
environmental and conservation projects which promote public participation in caring for the Earth. With
a remarkable history of 90 years, WESSA has a strong track record of delivering human capacity 
development projects by working in strategic partnerships, thus enabling people to make more 
sustainable lifestyle and environmental management choices. Critical focus areas include the 
international eco-labels of Eco-Schools and Blue Flag, environmental training, sustainable energy, and life-
supporting eco-systems such as water and biodiversity. For more information visit www.wessa.org.za 

 

Saturday 9  th   April ( 09h30 – 12h00 )  
Knysna Basin Project Excursion
Knysna estuary is regarded as the most important estuary in terms of biodiversity in South 
Africa. It is estimated that 42% of all south Africa’s fauna and flora can be
found within this Estuarine Bay. It is unique in that the mouth is always open
to the sea and the tides replenish the estuary with 18.5million cubic metres
of seawater twice a day. Surprisingly many people seem unaware of the
ecological importance of this amazing stretch of water and the amount of
scientific research it attracts. The estuary sustains a myriad of bird, fish and invertebrate species 
that call it home. 

The Knysna Basin Project is an NGO based in Knysna focused on the
continued conservation of the Knysna Estuary and surrounds. The project
manages various research projects based in the Knysna Estuary and also
run educational programmes for the local community. A greater
understanding of the estuary is achieved through ongoing research –
which is in turn used to manage and conserve the area. 
Come and join the Knysna Basin Project team for an exploration of the
Knysna Estuary. During the outing learn more about the Estuary and what
makes it so unique. A team of volunteers are ready to introduce you to the
various animals which reside in the waters of the Estuary. They will include 
Louw Claassens who joined the Knysna Basin Project team in February 2014.
She holds a Masters degree in aquatic health from the University of Johannesburg. The Knysna 
Seahorse Status (KySS) project forms part of her PhD study through Rhodes University.

WESSA proudly presentsWESSA proudly presents

http://www.wessa.org/


Maureen Lake, one of the volunteers, called Citizen Scientists,  who no longer practise their 
original professions, but bring their rich stores of experience to bear upon our study of the 
estuary will be another guide. Inga Chinnery, Peter Smith, Frances Smith, Mike Davies and 
Lorraine Cloete are actively involved in many ways, particularly environmental interests and 
numerical analysis of data sets.

A brief field guide to the common shore creatures of the Knysna Estuary will be on sale for R65 
per book. 
For more information on the Knysna Basin Project   (www.knysnabasinproject.co.za) or 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/knysna.basin.project/). 
We would love to see families with children on this tour – an ideal way of getting up close and 
curious to life in the sand and water of the estuary. And following the tour, enjoy your picnic 
lunch in the Steenbok Nature Reserve on Leisure Isle which is a bonus attraction! 
http://www.steenboknaturereserve.org.za 

Participation fee R80 non-members, R50 Members,  Children free. Donations welcome. 
All proceeds for the benefit of the Knysna Basin Project.
Bookings contact:   Annemarie angebhar@telkomsa.net      044 870 0086
Please copy  wessageorge@isat.co.za as Annemarie is experiencing difficulties with her e-mail.
If you can offer or need a lift please let us know along with your contact details and home area 
to facilitate organising lifts. 
Final details will be sent to participants during the week prior to the tour.
NB – As places are limited PLEASE let us know if you have to cancel !!!

19  th   April WESSA Eden AGM     -      Biodiversity in the Bot Garden – Colin Ralston
Venue    17h00    Moriarty Centre 
Business will as usual be as brief as possible before our guest speaker, Colin Ralston, Chair of the 
Trustees but otherwise known as the Garden Gnome of the Garden Route Botanical Garden will 
give an illustrated talk - 
Just the Tip of the Iceberg - The biodiversity of the Garden Route Botanical Gardens
Colin writes- “ For several years now, I have made it my self-appointed
task to photograph, and get identified, the biodiversity of the Garden
Route Botanical Gardens, concentrating on the non-botanical and
therefore unlabelled life forms.  The diversity of insects, birds, reptiles,
amphibians, mammals and fungus, is enormous, with some surprising
results to date. Just the tip of the iceberg, all lists are open to additions
and corrections, other contributors. So far some 48 species of butterflies,
14 dragonflies, 10 damselflies, 126 birds, lists that compare very
favourably with the 4 National Botanical Gardens in the Western Cape. We are the near the convergence 
of 4 major biomes (Forest, Thicket, Fynbos, Succulent Karoo, which is the reason behind the incredible 
biodiversity seen here. This is also the only Botanical Garden in the all-year rainfall area of South Africa, 

adding to the unique range of species recorded here. As the Gardens grow and 
the diversity of plants increases, so will the associated biodiversity, as the affects
of climate change kick in, so will the diversity change. 

Achievements to date include a Red Data listed beetle, range extension of a frog,
butterfly, and dragonfly as well as some previously unrecorded behaviour such 
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http://www.steenboknaturereserve.org.za/
http://www.facebook.com/knysna.basin.project/
http://www.knysnabasinproject.co.za/


as a mantid eating a snail and a beetle larva that only eats frogs. Not all can be illustrated in such a talk 
though. 

All identifications given have been verified by others on the ispotnature website,
without this help, these lists and this talk would have been impossible to compile
with any degree  of confidence. 

We have a treasure here, the full contents yet to be described and understood.
Particularly the interactions, or who eats what, why and when. The hard part of
compiling this show is not what to include, but what to leave out, some of the
images may be the work of other photographers, when due credits will be given
to them, and some may be from close by localities simply for better quality images.” 

Getafix Garden Café will be open offering refreshments.
Our annual appeal …. please join WESSA if you would like to support “caring for the Earth” and 
do join us on the Committee if you have the energy to expand and enhance what we try to do in 
this area.
The current Committe comprising of:
Chair -  Annemarie Gebhardt
Secretary -  Christine Ridge-Schnaufer
Treasurer - Claude Marechal
Roz Schubert      and     Hester Greef             will continue doing their bit for the environment.
Sadly, Linda Widlake is resigning from the Committee. She lives in Great Brak and feels that her 
personal energies need to be concentrated there. We thank Linda for her energies on this 
Committee and look forward to assisting her in new projects in Great Brak.
Monica Vaccaro has taken a long leave of absence from active participation on the Committee. 
Her responsibilities to the Landmark Foundation and as co-Leader of the Kos en Fynbos 
movement are very time-consuming. But she continues to keep the WESSA Eden facebook page 
active and we do what we can to help Kos en Fynbos. Both Hester Greef and Roz Schubert 
participate in the meetings – see the Kos en Fynbos slot below for recent news …..

21 May 2016 Kammanassie Geology Tour
 A full day trip, commencing in de Rust and moving east towards
Uniondale, south to the Langkloof and ending just before Herold
the route  basically circumnavigates the Kammanassie
Mountains which lie between the Swartberg to the north and
the Outeniqaus to the south. 
Two of our expert geologists, Paul Rixom and Colin Ralston will
each lead a small group of about 20 participants.
It is definitely a case of roadside-geology,  mostly driving with
stops at geological features en route.  
The book that inspired this tour is "die ooervlakte - primordial plains Little Karoo" compiled by 
Louise Heckl & Leon Nell .  Enjoy a preview at the following blogspot – especially the photos that
Paul Rixom took http://dieoervlakteprimordialplains.blogspot.com/ 

This and all other activities organised by the WESSA George/Sedgefield Branch is only possible 
thanks to the energies of volunteers who give generously of their time and knowledge to raise 
funds for Environmental Education and Awareness. 
Obligatory Donation for this tour:
R 100 for WESSA members (students and pensioners too),

http://dieoervlakteprimordialplains.blogspot.com/


R120 for non-members is for our Enviro & Education Fund. The geologists only receive petrol 
expenses – they contribute their time and expertise at no charge. 

As always on these tours, lifts will be arranged to fill vehicles with passengers obviously sharing 
petrol costs.  Bookings essential along with info whether you can offer a lift or require one, 
where is your home suburb  and phone contacts (to facilitate lifts)! wessageorge@isat.co.za 
Participants will receive detailed route instructions.  Limited numbers !
Should you be unable to participate, PLEASE be sure to cancel so that others may join the tour.

Thursday 28th: U3A General Meeting: Michelle Benjamin: “  Blue Rhino  ”: 
10:00 = Tea, 10:30 = Meeting starts, at Emmaüs, Hope Street.
Former Durban resident Michelle Benjamin is lending her hand in the fight
against rhino poaching with her digital art.  Benjamin is using her talent to
highlight the fight and raise money for various charities supporting the cause.
Her work, The Blue Rhino, was auctioned in London and was showcased at the
Sustainable Living exhibition in Durban.  Benjamin is also a wildlife photographer
and works closely with the Save the Rhino lnternational organisation.
Contact Sue: 044 877 1180.                                                                 Non-U3A members R10

 

Water, You and the Earth

South Africa faces its worst drought in over thirty years. Braam Malherbe explains how you can make small changes 
that make a big difference to our planet.

The Earth is getting hotter and it’s largely due to human-induced climate change. But what does this mean to us as 
individuals, and what can we do about it?

Over 122 years of recording South Africa’s annual temperatures, 2013 set the record as our hottest year ever. This 
record was short-lived - only to be broken in 2014 and then again last year! In the face of this extreme heat and low 
rainfall, we have been experiencing the worst drought in over thirty years. Affecting over 2.7 million households, 
things are only going to get worse, with food prices set to soar as we import vast amounts of maize and other 
products against a very weak currency.

People usually change for one of two reasons: The first is based on information and our increased awareness of the 
plight of our planet. As we become more respectful of what we take for granted, we begin to make more ethical 
choices in our daily actions. Unfortunately, the reason most people change is because they’re forced to. Imagine 
what you’d have to do if water stopped coming out of the tap? You’d have to move out of your comfort zone and 
make a plan.  Rather than waiting for that to happen, we can start making lots of small changes NOW.

Here are a few examples:

•    Don’t leave the tap running when you brush your teeth; or guys, when you shave; 

•    Shower, don’t bath; 

•    If you have a garden, buy hardy plants that don’t require much water;

•    If you have a green lawn, think about converting it into a vegetable garden, as lawns are hugely water intensive; 

•    And a big one for me… substitute beef for venison if you must eat meat. 

Environmental updatesEnvironmental updates

Forthcoming ActivitiesForthcoming Activities
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Of the approximately 70 billion farmed animals on earth, cows drink 1.7 billion litres of water per day. It takes a 
hectare of land to house one cow and a hectare of rain forest is burned EVERY MINUTE to grow maize or soy to feed
that cow! Of that maize and soy, 35% is fed to cows – a figure that could quite easily feed the entire world’s starving 
poor. 

Staying with the subject of food - instead of eating marine fish, buy farmed fresh fish (like the trout and salmon in 
your Woolies store). Peer reviewed papers from some of the world’s leading scientists tell us that there will be NO 
FISH IN THE OCEANS BY 2048! Don’t let this happen…we can change things by understanding the problems.

Source:  http://www.myschool.co.za/blog/braam-malherbe/1341-water-you-and-the-earth

Vision for shale gas development in South Africa

Utilising the National Development Plan (2012) and the
Constitution of South Africa (Act 108 of 1996), a 20 year,
overarching Vision for shale gas development in South
Africa was developed:

If shale gas development occurs, it is guided by evidence-
based policies, robust regulatory frameworks and capacitated institutions in a manner that is ethical, responsible and 
transparent.

Shale Gas SEA Mission Statement

To provide an integrated assessment and decision-making framework to enable South Africa to establish effective policy, 
legislation and sustainability conditions under which shale gas development could occur.

To achieve the mission statement, the following project objectives have been developed:

Undertake a scientific assessment process grounded in transparency and participatory processes;

Assess the risks and opportunities of all Strategic Issues related to shale gas development using credible processes and a broadly 
accepted approach;

Draw on broad and diverse authors and experts (knowledgeable persons) to provide input into diverse  Multi-Author Teams;

Determine sensitivities, vulnerabilities and risks across the study area considering key Sustainability Objectives and Limits of 
Acceptable Change (LACs); and

Develop policy options and guidelines for site specific assessments to be implemented if Environmental Authorisation 
applications for shale gas development are submitted to any relevant authority.

http://seasgd.csir.co.za/

Shale gas in Karoo? Questions loom         BUSINESS / 11 Mar '16      By: Sarah Wild

http://mini.iol.co.za/business/news/shale-gas-in-karoo-questions-loom-1996405

Fracking likely to burden small towns       BUSINESS / 11 Mar '16       By: Sarah Wild

http://mini.iol.co.za/business/news/fracking-likely-to-burden-small-towns-1996407

 

  

The   Garden Route Environmental Education Centre, 

currently under construction at the Garden Route Botanical Gardens, is progressing well.
This building, envisaged as a multi-use facility but primarily aimed at environmental
education, is fully financed by the Department of Environmental Affairs as part of their
EPIP programme. Due to budget over runs, the building can on longer be
handed over fully equipped as a fully functional building as initially envisaged by
the DEA, but will be an empty shell. For your information, a comprehensive
Technical Review Committee Wish List is attached, which details the exclusions
from the original specifications. It is a frighteningly long list, but to achieve the objective of having a 

Garden Route BOTANICAL GARDENSGarden Route BOTANICAL GARDENS



functional building, capable of hosting environmental events/talks/school visits hosting a National 
Science Week in August 2016, we have an urgent need to source what is on the list.

To achieve this, we, the Garden Route Botanical Gardens Trust are launching an appeal to all businesses 
to assist where they can. Hopefully a formal presentation will be made to the George Chamber of 
Commerce members.
What is in this for you as a business?

1. As this list is a need by the Trust, Section 18A Tax Certificates can be issued by the Trust, making 
donations in cash or in materials, tax deductible.

2. Recognition by way or articles in the local media, on our Donors Board, by way of permanent 
signage (XXX donated by YYYY), permanent signage in the building. 

3. Naming rights to rooms or the entire building for very large donations eg "The XXXX Garden 
Route Environmental Education Centre."

In the future, this is envisaged as an asset to George, an asset to the Southern Cape and an important 
educational venue, mainly aimed at environmental aspects, natural sciences but including all sciences. 
This is seen a a very real Public/Private partnership, to the ultimate benefit of the whole community, 
without which this building will merely be a liability. 
Any items from this list would be gratefully received and duly acknowledged. It would be great to have a 
fully equipped kitchen to cater for functions and generate some income, a stepping stone in making the 
GRBG truly sustainable. 
Kind regards,     Colin Ralston                         Chairman of the GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN TRUST

AUTUMN INDIGENOUS PLANT SALE 1 & 2 APRIL 2016
The Garden Route Botanical Garden will be hosting its Autumn Plant Sale on 
the 1 & 2 April 2016. 
Time: FRI 08:00-16:00 and SAT 08:00 – 14:00. 
Venue: Botanical Garden NURSERY at 49 Caledon Street, George. 
Participating Nurseries, Wide selection of indigenous plants and trees; 
succulents and aloes, herbs, Sale Specials, potting Soil and Botanical Books. 
TEA GARDEN AND FOOD STALLS. 
FREE entrance and parking. An event not to miss out on! 
For more info contact Kristen: 044 874 1558 / info@botanicalgarden.org.za 

TEA TIME TALK At Autumn Plant Sale ... "Wonders of the Succulent Karoo"
1 & 2 April 2016 at 10h00
Do not miss out on this INTERESTING TALK … Priscilla Burgoyne, Curator of the South Cape
Herbarium, will present a talk on the “Wonders of the Succulent Karoo”  in the Enviro
Centre Hall.                                        Cost: R25.00 per person

ISP Group presents Rubber Duc!  2 April 2016 – BOTANICAL GARDEN CONCERT 
ISP Group proudly presents the up and coming band Rubber Duc.
A day filled with live entertainment and activities for the whole family.
Tickets available from ISP Group and Shear Illusion or contact us on 0448744687 or email
michelle@ispgroup.co.za to make your bookings.
Date: 2 April 2016 from 14h00                                                   Ticket prices: ADULTS R80,  KIDS (under 12) R50



“  Just a quick note to say we have managed to add another weed onto the list of ghastlies.
Early Detection: Hibbertia scandens ( Snake Vine, Climbing Guinea
Flower or Golden Guinea Vine ) is being flagged as a potential listed
invasive. We have a bit in the Garden and it has been posted from
further east and west on iSpot.
If we get rid of it now before it becomes unmanageable we will have
less hassles. I have let Kay Montgomery know and she has in turn
informed the Early Detection and Rapid Response teams.”
Priscilla Burgoyne    
Curator, Southern Cape Herbarium
(Note from Editor – The previous owners of our house planted this very successfully as a wall coverer. It is
an on-going mission to eradicate!)

Getafix Garden Café NOW OPEN …... for business, 
now run by the wonderful people of the ISP Group.
Freshly brewed coffee and delicious, home baked cakes served daily.
TRADING HOURS:     Monday to Friday 09h00 - 17h00
Saturday and Sunday 09h00 - 15h00
CONTACT DETAILS:     Mike 082 440 5847          Dene 082 380 2126                 

KOS EN FYNBOS MONTHLY GATHERING 
MARCH 9TH 2016 
Hi everyone, This month we met in Magda's hood. One of
her neighbors has potential for a food garden at her
house. She started some time ago. 
To our awesome surprise the gathering was a proper one. There were people from other communities 
that had heard about the demo and joined us. We were fortunate to have Michelle Schubert a 
permaculture gardener who has years of experience lead the demo. She did a simple no dig garden and a
simple compost heap. The tips and information that was shared was invaluable. What left us all quite 
amazed were the children that gathered to see what was happening, on their way home from end of 
school. They stayed and watched and some even helped. 
We will continue to have these demos every month as part of our meetings. 
There was much happiness and smiles as we proceeded through all the work.
We then gathered at Magda Fortuin's house for homemade spinach muffins and pumkin fritters. She made
them from the veg in her garden. We also had lovely refreshing herbal tea with mint and chocolate mint 
we  picked from her garden. These pictures tell a story of love, sharing and happiness all with very little 
expense. 
We had a visitor with us, Anne Siebert ,who is a research fellow at the Institute of Development Research 
and Development Policy, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany.  She is currently a guest lecturer at the 
University of the Western Cape. Her research is focused on food sovereignty in urban areas and she is 
particularly interested in gardening movements like Kos en Fynbos. She was so impressed with the 
attitude of the people and their willingness to be the change needed. After our "party" we had our formal 
meeting which we chatted about the proposal to create KOS EN FYNBOS SITES in our community. The 
sites will work for the people as resource centres where they will be able to access the materials needed 
to grow food gardens. This plan was received very well by all the members as it addresses a major 
constraint and that it to acess raw materials such as manure, grass dry and wet. carboard, wheel barrows,
spades, forks etc... 

Kos en Fynbos  - Healthy food in your own gardenKos en Fynbos  - Healthy food in your own garden



We also delivered the good news that we had talks with Anneri Roos, Bianca Currie and Prof Auerbach 
and they have agreed happily to continue supporting this movement and in fact will continue to add value
by providing much needed training. Thank you NMMU. Such great supporters!

We plan to invite all past and possible stakeholders to a meeting on the 31 March in the Lecture room at 
the George Civic centre. Please support us by attending if you feel you can contribute to this movement. 
contact us via mail or leave a message here on fb.                      mail: chrisgodfrey3@gmail.com
co-ordinators 
• Blanco - Eve Stoffels 083 688 9228
• Protea Park and Lavalia - Linda Lodewyk 071 294 4634
• Kleinkrantz and Touwsranten - Jacqueline Buys 073 751 9179 (or Cedrick 072 727 8346)
• Touwsranten - Catherine Raubenheimer 071 799 5537
• Thembalethu - Ncedisa Gwilikana (Stanza) 076 364 0620
• Rosemoor - Marco Sauer (16 Francis Street)
• Pacaltsdorp: Dellville Park - Magda Fortuin (071 235 6726)
• New Dawn Park - Isaac Jafta (074 635 8512)
• Rosedale - Alice Jafta (074 635 8512)
• Other areas in Pacaltsdorp - Johanna (Tillie) Phillips (084 602 3450).
DR ZILLA NORTH : 0796933600                                                    
Thats all for now. 
Kind Regards,      Monica Vaccaro
Landmark Foundation, Education.         
monica@landmarkfoundation.org.za 
And do look at the photo series.... 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?
set=a.771023076367323.1073741831.414212722048362&type=1

A brief story of an event with NMMU and KNF. - enjoy!
-- https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?
set=a.771626049640359.1073741832.414212722048362&type=3

If you go down to the woods today....A Knysna elephant has been spotted by
a SANParks ranger and also Cape Pine/MTO field workers.  More:
http://thegremlin.co.za/knysna-news/wordpress/2016/03/10/knysna-
elephant-spotted/ 

SAN Parks electronic newsletter
http://www.wildcard.co.za Brings loads of information pertaining to SAN parks 
and the environment .
Recent articles include:
Kruger floods: latest updates
Following the substantial rain on 8 March over most of the southern part and catchment area of the 
Kruger
Founder of Explore4Knowledge, John Lucas, teaching learners about the importance of our freshwater 
sources. Images and video courtesy of Explore4Knowledge

Interesting websitesInteresting websites
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National Water Week: Know what you protect
22 March 2016 marks World Water Day and in South Africa we will celebrate National Water Week from 
1...read more »
Explore and learn more about South Africa’s wildlife with various guided mountain bike trails.  
See the wilderness on a bike
There’s much more to Southern Africa’s national parks and nature reserves than safari dr... 
 Want to experience the uKhahlamba-Drakensberg in all its glory? Make it an unforgettable trip …..
Teenager Juan van den Heever earned a finalist position in the 2015 Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
(category for 15–17 years), on show now in Cape Town. .
Wildlife Photographer of the Year: Young finalist shares his vision
Being chosen as a finalist for the Wildlife Photographer of the Year is no small feat, especially........
 
Book review: Pocket Guide Insects of South Africa
Discover hundreds of insects in the new book Pocket Guide Insects of South Africa, They are everywhere 
around us yet easily overlooked. Now a new pocket guide puts the spotlight on …..
Attendees of the Bat Interest Group of KwaZulu-Natal’s Introduction to Bats course measure one of the 
species found at Shongweni Dam.  Shongweni bat course: learn and explore
Bats. For many of us the thought of these flying creatures of the night makes the hair on the back o.......
Marking and tagging: a way to save vultures?
Known as the wild’s super cleaners, vultures play a critical role in the ecosystem. ….....
There are over 600 African elephants inhabiting Addo, a vast transformation from the initial 11 that 
were protected by the inception of the park.  
Five reasons why Addo is awesome
By far my favourite SANParks property, Addo Elephant National Park deserves to be top of your list 
- See more at: http://www.wildcard.co.za/#sthash.xBeSAjde.dpuf

 SkyDynamix and Aerial Systems
Justin Miles runs a drone company offering Aerial Photographs, Inspection services so if you need any 
interesting aerial photographs....... 
Please look at different view of the Outeniqua Pass where we took a 360 degree Panorama view, we plan 
one in the future of Meirings poort, where one can see the interesting gelogical folds 
in the mountains.  
http://skydynamix.com/gallery/360-degree-panoramic/  Click on the Thumbnail , it opens up the 360 
degree view of Outeniqua Pass and you can click on the Hotspots links of Waboomskraal, Herold & 
VicBay.

As always, feel free to forward to others. And as always, all errors are entirely mine!
If you wish to unsubscribe – just let me know.

Regards,        Christine Ridge-Schnaufer 
Honorary Secretary,  WESSA EDENTel: 044 873 4203 Fax: 086 646
5458
e-mail: wessageorge@isat.co.za        www.wessa.org.za     
www.facebook.com/wessa.eden 
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