
 

OUR VISION
To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.

OUR MISSION
To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects 

which promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

WESSA  EDEN   Newsletter     August   2016
Dear Friends of the Environment,   
with WESSA celebrating its 90th Anniversary and with this Newsletter starting with a tribute to a long-
standing member I feel it appropriate to write a little more on the history of this particular branch before 
getting down to “business”....

A Tribute to GONDA ENNIS
Gonda Ennis, a keen and longtime member of WESSA died on the 7th June 2016, one
day before her 89th birthday. She stayed in her own home until the end, looking after
herself in spite of severe arthritis. During the 1990s committee meetings were held in
her lounge. Gonda kept a watchful eye on the newspapers to check out any
developments in our area which would be detrimental to the environment. She was
not shy to speak her mind. She was extremely well read. She loved hiking and being a
keen botanist knew a lot about indigenous plants. When no longer able to walk with the “Wednesday 
Group”, she and her great friend, Pat Gillespie plus another couple of friends would go on short hikes 
collecting seeds and rescue plants to propagate for the nursery at the Botanical Garden.
Gonda was not only a volunteer at the Botanical Garden but also at the Museum where she restored 
furniture among other things. 
Her Memorial Service was held in just the right setting for her, at the Carmel Chapel where there is a 
beautiful garden.  Afterwards there was a great reunion amongst her friends from all the different 
organisations she had given her time to – WESSA, Botanical Gardens, Outeniqua Historical Society, Simon 
van der Stel Foundation and the Wednesday Hiking Group. Everyone enjoyed chatting to Gonda’s four 
children and the grand children from South Africa, Canada and the USA.
A remarkable woman, a good and generous friend. 
Dedication by Roz Schubert 

A little snippet of WESSA George Branch history.
The branch was started in 1983. The founding members were Johan
Breytenbach, Chairman, 
Joss Britt, Secretary, and Pat Gillespie. 
This means that the Branch is now 33 years old!
Roz Schubert sends this :-
My friend, Joyce Louw,  who now lives in Ireland was one of the early
members of the George Branch of the Wildlife Society, together with her husband, Jan. 
She remembers the following : 
Johan Breytenbach was the first chairman and was often helped by his wife who was an entomologist. He 
was a scientist and they moved to Pretoria. 
Joss Britt was the first secretary and her sister, Erica often helped. 



Ken Short-Smith was the next Chairman. He lived at the nursery Blydskap and his wife, Elizabeth still lives 
there. We had committee meetings at their house. 
Joyce Louw was Secretary for some years and Jan was also on the committee.

Skimming back through the Minutes I see Gonda's  name appears as Committee member in early 1989 and
in May 2003 Gonda is thanked for 9 years service as Secretary. So a total of 14 years serving on the 
Committee.
Pat Gillespie (Gonda's great friend) no longer lives in this area. She celebrated her 90th Birthday this year 
and is still lively on the phone, even if not so physically. 
Pat was a founding member of the WESSA George Branch in 1983 and remained
active on the Committee until 2001 – 18 years!
And Roz Schubert who is still active on this Committee has been a Committee
member on and off for 33 years. Thank you Roz – quite amazing! I am still working
on the statistics, but I think that you take the cake!

I have not completed my studies of the old Minutes but I have stumbled onto some comments which have 
been repeated over the years...
- How to deal with matters concerning environmental conflicts
- How to increase membership
- How to raise funds
- How to offer meaningful activities
- How to obtain press coverage in the local paper

Our Oracle in the area is Lorna Watt (Knysna) who provides the following information:
“Everyone will have different memories, depending on their involvement – interesting memories will pop 
up I’m sure. 
I am also not sure of the date George Centre (branch) started, but 1983 could be it. 
In the Southern Cape, there was no Wildlife Society Centre (Branch) until 1976. Everyone in this part of the 
world belonged to Port Elizabeth Centre. All the Branch committees at that time were called Centres. 
In Knysna Mrs Margo Mackay was the person even then (before 1976) advocating for the protection of the 
Knysna Forest elephants. She worked through the P E Centre then. In 1976 they decided that it would be 
better to have a Centre closer to the action, as it were, and the Knysna Centre was formed. 
After that came George Centre, Plettenberg Bay Centre and lastly Sedgefield Centre – all at the 
enthusiastic instigation of Margo Mackay. 
After that we formed the Southern Cape Branch (later called a Region), which was the coordinating 
committee for the whole Garden Route. 
In about 1984 Margo wrote the first booklet which served as an introduction
to the Knysna forest elephants. After that she wrote the book entitled ‘The
Knysna Elephants and their Forest Home’ published by the Knysna Centre of
the Wildlife Society. All this history is to be found in the book. 

Only later did we become the Wildlife and Environment Society, and still later adopted WESSA. 
I took over from Margo as chairman of Wildlife Society Knysna Centre in 1994, and was the founding 
chairman of the Southern Cape Branch in 1994. I was a WESSA National Councillor from 1995 to 2005 
when Southern Cape Region amalgamated with Western Cape Region in November 2005. We 
amalgamated because every other South African province had only one WESSA Region but the Cape 
Province had two : Western Cape Region and Southern Cape Region so we decided to fall in line with the 
rest of WESSA. 



In any case when we decided to amalgamate, our Branches – the very same as now!! - were suffering from
a lack of committee members! 
About George Branch committee – suffering from lack of members – I
remember there were George AGMs in the past where I went over to join
them to discuss whether they should close the Branch or not. Each time it was
decided to keep going............ does it all sound only too familiar? We also
worked a lot more closely together when we had the S Cape Regional Committee – it was all great family 
fun then.” 

As Lorna says, the Committees have kept plodding on despite lack of a broad
base of support.
During the 1990s it is not always clear who held which positions but certainly 
Godfrey Howes, Vivienne Wright, and Charles Norman chaired the Committee.
Other names that appear are Gavin Hellstrom, Cathy Hellstrom, Dawn Logue,
Joss Britt, Cathy Aviernos, Nola McCabe, Louise Olvitt, Aris Hofland, Sian Carrall-Wilcox,Dave Steyn, Anya 
Aspeling, Peet Peens, Lawrence Watson, Lindy Gibbs, Bruce Gibbs, Inga Molzen, Anton Schmidt and 
George Gillespie. My profound apologies If I have overlooked someone!  

In the Minutes of the AGM 2002 no new bloods were willing to take over so
Barry van Ginkel, Johanna van Coppenhagen, Gonda Ennis and Uli Czyrnia  -
loath to let the Branch fold  - decided to carry on for another year.
In 2003 Barry continued with Uli and they were joined by Tina Lawrence and
Lynne Thompson.
In 2004 Barry, Lynne and Lee Ryding took up the reins and in 2007 were
reinforced by Peter Vaughan, Robert Hall, Henk Alting and Lorraine McGibbon.
This finally gave Barry the opportunity to resign after a busy 9 years on the
Committee!
In 2007 the WESA Sedgefield Branch finally capitulated and combined with the
George Branch.
But by the AGM 2008 the Committee of Henk, Lynne and Lee had also reached
the conclusion that since Branch members were not supporting the activities of
the Branch, the Branch serves no purpose. This was particularly noticeable with
talks and events organised by the Committee. More non-members than members were attending and 
supporting them.
And yet so much work had been done by the individuals on the past Committees who followed their 
passion of protecting the environment. From 2004 George was booming on the development front and 
much time and energy was expended contributing to Public Participation processes.  
At the AGM of 2008, The incumbent Committee resigned and proposed closure of the George/Sedgefield 
Branch unless volunteers would step forward.
And again, a foolhardy trio – Alan Cook as Chair, Roz Schubert as Treasurer and myself as Secretary felt that
the Branch should not fold........
Since then there have been changes in the Committee....
The Chair – Alan Cook to Colin Ralston to Annemarie Gebhardt and just recently to Claude Marechal.
Treasurer – Lee Ryding to Roz Schubert to Aneri Roos to Claude Marechal.
Secretary -  Christine and Linda Widlake.
Other committee members have been Chris Godfrey with currently our very reliable Roz as well as Monica 
Vaccaro and Hester Greef who are both so involved in the Kos en Fynbos project that they have little time 
for other WESSA activities.



And of course Paul McDaid who came along when George & Sedgefield amalgamated....but that is another
story! If anyone would like to share information or memories on the past of this branch I would be 
delighted to hear from you. Next month I will try and compile something on the Sedgefield Branch. 
Contributions welcome! 
Most of you reading this Newsletter are not WESSA members. It would be marvellous if you would join 
and support the national cause, but we feel that the whole point of this Committee is communication, 
networking and inclusion.
There is always space on this Committee for more ideas and willing hands. Any offers?

Saturday 17 September – Citizen Science with University of Cape Town's  
Animal Demography Unit   www.adu.org.za   
Venue:  Wilderness National Park.
In addition to the programme already set up by the Honorary Rangers of Wilderness with the 
assistance of the Lakes Bird Club, WESSA Eden will be bringing experts from UCT's ADU (Animal 
Demography Unit ) to give presentations on Citizen Science.
More details in the next Newsletter – but please diarise!

Follow-up on “From Fossils to Fynbos” talk ….
For those keen botanists who attended the talk on CREW Outramps and would like a copy of 
Priscilla Bourgoyne's  Paper on Phenerezoic Plants published in the Journal of African Earth 
Sciences – let me know and I will forward it to you. (e-mail below)

Greetings to all the GCBR Forum members and friends
Government has kindly reduced the fuel price so that you will be able to attend
the next GCBR Forum knowledge-sharing get-together which will be taking place
on 16 August 2016, at      Môreson in Barrydale,     starting 09:30 for 10:00. 
On the agenda we have a fascinating spread of talks:
· Environmental Education in the GCBR: a partnership with Landmark
Foundation – Monica Vaccaro (Landmark Foundation)
· # Spekkies = hope for the future – Luami Zondagh (GCBR)
· Clearing outside the box – Aileen Anderson (Grootvadersbosch Conservancy)
· Leopards, people and everything else – Dr Bool Smuts (Landmark Foundation)
· Traditional medicine of the Little Karoo – Margaret Hulley (University of Johannesburg).
Kindly let me know whether you will be able to attend before the 12 th August.
We need to know for catering arrangements. If you know of anyone living in the Barrydale-Swellendam-
Montagu area and who you know would like to attend the meeting, please forward this invitation to them.
They are most welcome. I do however request that they should just let me know.

To get to the venue, take the turn-off from the R62 at the co-op. 
Looking forward to seeing you all in the lovely town of Barrydale.
Mooi loop,  AnneLise

WESSA proudly presentsWESSA proudly presents

Forthcoming ActivitiesForthcoming Activities

http://www.adu.org.za/


PS: please visit our website www.gouritz.com. 

Dr AnneLise Schutte-Vlok                                  Regional Ecologist: Gouritz Region

tel +27 44 203-6317 | fax-2-email 086 528 9646 | cell 072 592 3928

email avlok@capenature.co.za | postal Private Bag X658 Oudtshoorn 6620 

Invitation to our next Conservation@Work Info/Training day to be held in George
on 23 August
Please do attend, and send the separate attachment with full schedule on to your
Networks. It is a very varied and interesting day and worth making an effort and time
to attend.
As you see we are again showing the Symphony of the Soil movie- for those who have
already seen it, please do note it bears seeing several times due to the very in-depth
information and concepts shared. We are also expecting different participants from 2 years ago in George, 
and feel they should benefit from this wonderful film. 
Please do bring along a memory stick with sufficient space (600mb) if you would like a copy to share with 
others. (Most previous participants have shared disappointment that they could not do this- so we now 
give a reminder/suggestion).
If you have special dietary requirements, please do advise Ingrid.
Warm regards
Liz Eglington      Chairperson:      Conservation@Work            028 5812014                0836533635
www.facebook.com/conservationatwork 

Wednesday  31 September      : U3A General Meeting: Sue Swain: “  Biomimicry  ”:    
Venue Emmaüs. 10:00 = Tea, 10:30 meeting starts
For most of human history a good portion of all our discoveries has been copied from (or at least inspired 
by) nature.  The fact is that it’s hard to think of any clean, elegant solution that nature hasn’t already 
invented.  This means we have the opportunity to distill solutions from systems that have been flawlessly 
operating for millions of years.  This is the process of biomimicry.  
www.biowise.org          www.facebook.com/biowise.org.za 
Queries :  Sue Rijsdik 044 877 1180.

Wednesday 7 September :   Peter & Carol Abbott: “Birding in Sri Lanka”.
Venue Emmaüs. 10:30 

 

 Invasive Alien Plants (IAP) Eradication
Hi All, 
I am writing to you today as an interested party of the Eden to Addo (E2A) Non-Government 
Organisation (NGO) in an effort to accelerate clearing our land, particularly our rivers' catchments
to improve flow of our most precious commodity, i.e. water. 
As legislation has changed to consider provision of funding any landowner, and not only NGO's, to
improve one of our major water resources, I attach hereto a copy of the Grant Policy 001 (2 
pages) and an application form for your convenience. 
More detailed input can be obtained from:- 

Environmental updatesEnvironmental updates

http://www.facebook.com/biowise.org.za
http://www.biowise.org/
http://www.facebook.com/conservationatwork
mailto:Conservation@Work


1. Mr Thembelani Dassie via Tel. 023/346-8031, Cell 083 948 0739 or email tdassie@bgcma.co.za 
and/or 
2. Mr Jakobus Vaas, Catchment Manager of the Department of Environment Affairs (DEA) in 
George via Tel. 044/802-2700, Cell 082 616 4486 or email jvaas@environment.gov.za; apparently 
Mr. Vaas is also a "Green Scorpion". 
Kindly spread the word to as many interested land users/persons as soon as possible as the next 
bidding process for funds for the Land User Initiative (L.U.I.) starts from 15th August to the end of 
September, 2016. Further application forms are available from both abovementioned gentlemen. 
We wish you all a "Happy Weeding". 
Achim Ecker Tel/Fax 044/533 0093 Cell 082 557 4493 16th July, 2016
See 3 attachments for more details.

KLEIN BRAK ESTUARY PROBLEMS
WESSA Eden has been approached by the newly elected Chairperson of the Klein Brak Estuary Forum, Mrs.
Brigit Maritz, for assistance in resolving the problems encountered in the estuary.
For the information of the reader, Klein Brak Village is on the Eastern side of the N2, and Riverside is on 
the Western side. There is a major water treatment works on the Eastern side, as well as the old power 
station, and the surrounding informal settlement.
Mrs. Maritz, who also represent the Riverside Community Forum, wrote some background to the 
situation :
“ Some residents in Riverside have been here historically all their lives, being raised here, and owned land 
since the 1700’s. So living memory and historically, they know this estuary inside out. Their recollection of 
what the estuary used to be like is vastly different from what we see today.
Obviously, development plays a significant part, but what has come to bite, is the
flagrant neglect of the estuary in all endeavours of progress. Much of the problems
have been caused by ad hoc works being done with little or no regard for the
estuary. The residents issued a number of warnings of the fact that if such works
continued, it would be the cause of floods in the area.
In 1981, before the placement of obstructions, 550 mm of rain fell in the catchment area, and because the 
way to the ocean was open, the waters simply ran into the ocean.
On 22 November 2007, 500 mm of rain fell, and all the various obstructions worked together to act as a 
plug, and no water could flow, except through the Riverside homes.
Riverside is just a community of elderly people and the flooding has affected them tremendously. They live
in constant fear of the next flood. “
An inspection of the area revealed serious obstructions in the river tributary
which would normally allow for flood water to reach the sea. Among those,
prolific growth of reed beds,  silting up of the river tributary, and a number of
water pipelines with accompanying backfill and concrete support blocks.
It is understood that a number of studies, investigations and reports on
remedial work ( not completely satisfactorily !) have been carried out over the years. 
CSIR and DWAS have recently been contacted to request information and assistance. A water monitoring 
programme and information gathering would be a good next step. Perhaps retired professional like 
Hydrologists, scientists, engineers, could assist Riverside in doing some work there – for the love of the 
environment.
The attached few photos illustrate the problem.
Contributed by Claude Marechal



 

RELEASE OF BLACK WATTLE BIOCONTROL AGENT :
Dasineura rubiformis
The release time for Dasineura rubiformis starts NOW !!! (July 2016)
It’s a midge that prevents black wattle from setting seed. It has taken off like a rocket in
release sites and is fast becoming one of the most important aspects of black wattle
control. 

It would be great if we could get the midge firmly established in the Southern Cape so please come and 
pick up some galls from the GRBG nursery
They will be delivered every Monday to the Nursery (49 Caledon Street). 
It’s easy to release (see instructions below).  And it is FREE !!!!
If you know of areas, even further afield, and feel like taking a trip in that direction, please pick up a bag or
two from the Gardens. 
COLLECTION OF GALLS
AT THE GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN – NURSERY, GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN TRUST
49 Caledon Street, George       Tel: 044 874 1558             Email: info@botanicalgarden.org.za   
Website: www.botanicalgarden.org.za

6 AUGUST 2016 - THE INDIGENOUS NURSERY OPEN AT THE BOTANICAL GARDEN         09h00 - 13h00.
The nursery is open on the first Saturday of every month.
The nursery has a wonderful selection of indigenous trees and plants, aloes, succulents, herbs and large 
bags of compost.
In addition, if the nursery does not have what you are looking for they will do their best to procure it for 
you.

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 2016       -            
AT THE GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN
This year the Garden Route Botanical Gardens will be hosting a more
biodiversity-centred science week from the 10th to the 12th of August 2016.
The theme this year is 
“Science for sustainable development and improved quality of life”.
The programme includes a photographic competition, re-usable bag painting competition, sundial
building, an evening of stargazing (weather dependent), garden tours, iSpot training course, birds 
with Cape in their names lecture, wall graffiti with sustainability theme, E=mc2 Google Earth 
outline and sustainable living exhibitions.
Places are limited so contact Kristen Hoek to participate (info@botanicalgarden.org.za).
More details in separate attachment.

Arbor Week Tree Sale at the GRBG Nursery: 1 to 7 September 2016 
In South Africa, Arbor Day was first celebrated in 1983. The event captured the imagination of people who 
recognized the need for raising awareness of the value of trees in our society. As sources of building 
material, food, medicine, and simple scenic beauty, trees play a vital role in the health and well-being of 
our communities. Collective enthusiasm for the importance of this issue in South Africa inspired the 
national government, in 1999, to extend the celebration of Arbor Day to National Arbor Week. From 1 to 7 
September every year, schools, businesses and organizations are encouraged to participate in community 

Garden Route BOTANICAL GARDENSGarden Route BOTANICAL GARDENS

mailto:info@botanicalgarden.org.za
mailto:info@botanicalgarden.org.za


"greening" events to improve the health and beauty of the local environment and propose a green future 
for South Africa.
Apart from selling trees, the Botanical Garden asks for donations of indigenous trees for planting in the 
suburbs of George. A list of locally indigenous trees is available from the Botanical Garden.

“Arbor Week is a month away, and as usual, we need extra help in the nursery during that week, 
Thursday, 1 September 2016 to Wednesday, 7 September 2016 (Closed Sunday). 
We are dividing the weekdays into 2 sessions, 09h00 – 12h30 and 12h30 – 16h00.
On Saturday, the session is from 09h00 – 14h00.
We need people with a working knowledge of trees, this year we will have a bigger variety than ever 
before.
We will also have a good range of Fynbos, Spring colour, and Botanical books available.
If you feel like helping, please let me know? Thank you for your continued support!
Kind regards,”     Marè Collett           Plant Sale Convenor
mcollett54@gmail.com / 044 882 1267 / 082 962 4098

       Busy – busy …......

Friday 5 August Workshop from 12-16h00 in collaboration with NMMU. See
below...... 

                  

Wednesday 10 August – Compost demonstration at Blue Mountain 13h00. All welcome RSVP.
More information: Monica Vacarro   083 711 8322   monica@landmarkfoundation.org.za  

Announcing the Google 2016 Community Impact Winners and Regional Finalists
Standing out amongst thousands of entries, these projects are bursting with the potential to change the 
world. Explore the map to see the 100 Regional Finalists and 5 Community Impact Award winners from 
across the globe.    (Age groups 13-15 & 16-18)
My name is Kiara Nirghin. I am from Johannesburg, South Africa. I am 16 years old and am currently in St 
Martin's High School. I absolutely love the captivating subjects of chemistry and physics in school.
Combatting drought with a Low-Cost, biodegradable Superabsorbent Polymer made out of ORANGE PEELS

Interesting websitesInteresting websites

Kos en Fynbos  - Healthy food in your own gardenKos en Fynbos  - Healthy food in your own garden

mailto:monica@landmarkfoundation.org.za


Her project summary:-
Currently, South Africa is experiencing one of the worst droughts in 45 years. With major lack of rainfall, 
many agricultural crop growths are under major strain. In recent years, Superabsorbent Polymers (SAPs) 
have been developed, which act as a hydrogel in retaining and absorbing large amounts of water. These 
SAPs can retain 76% of soil moisture; however these hydrogels are costly and are not biodegradable. I have
created a low-cost, biodegradable and chemical free superabsorbent polymer utilizing polysaccharide 
naturally found in orange peels and organically cross-linked with sunlight. Oil in avocado peels were then 
used in emulsion polymerization of the solution. 
www.googlesciencefair.com/en 

Botanical Society of South Africa    
 "Committed to the conservation of a unique wild flower heritage"
Did you know that there is an online magazine….........

http://www.botanicalsociety.org.za/ProjectsAndActivities/SitePages/OnlineMagazine.aspx

 
FLIGHT FOR BIRDERS                          A bird identification course for novice and

intermediate bird-watchers: 
DATES: 8 and 9 September 2016

VENUE: NG Church Hall, Blancogemeente, George
COSTS:  R 500-00 for adults that include the course notes & certificate endorsed by

BirdLife South Africa. 
The contents of this specific course have been adapted in the following way: 

· Each individual course now focuses on local and regional species and conservation issues in the area 
where the course is being presented. The result of this is that roughly 65% of the George course contents 
will be adapted to address regional Garden Route issues. This should give previous participants new 
insights into the wonders of birding in the area. Kindly consider participating.
· The course now places heavy emphasis on the growth of birding tourism, and therefore people working 
in that industry, as well as product owners should be encouraged to participate. Such people that typically 
participate include the staff of tourism and reception offices, guides, conservation staff and environmental
education officers.
TO REGISTER AND SECURE YOUR PLACE:            Contact Elaine at mwjasser@mweb.co.za or 082 455 8402.  
 PS. We have completed a major upgrade on www.westerncapebirding.co.za and have joined social media. 
Kindly send me a Facebook FRIEND REQUEST at Anton Odendal and LIKE our page to receive regular 
updates on birding issues in the province.                           

As always, feel free to forward to others. And as always, all errors are entirely mine!
If you wish to unsubscribe – just let me know.

Regards,        Christine Ridge-Schnaufer 
Honorary Secretary,  WESSA EDENTel: 044 873 4203 Fax: 086 646 5458
e-mail: wessageorge@isat.co.za        www.wessa.org.za     www.facebook.com/wessa.eden 
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