
 

OUR VISION
To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.

OUR MISSION
To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects 

which promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

WESSA  EDEN   Newsletter   October   2016
Dear Friends of the Environment,   
September went out with a bang – another fire – this time in the Mountains
close to town. Those of you who were out and about probably saw the first
signs at about 14h30 (pic right)and amazingly the helicopter deployed by
Cape Nature and about 60 Working on Fire staff had virtually eliminated the
fire by 18h00. Our heartfelt thanks for the prompt action and continued
control to prevent a disastrous fire.
The Garden Route Botanical Garden drew the crowds as the helicopter came in low to load water 
into the bucket.
Below: Fire at 16h00,                    Targeting the fire,  Helicopter loading water at Botanical Garden.

WESSA Awards
WESSA paid tribute to a wide range of outstanding 
environmental achievements with the presentation 
of the organisation’s Annual Awards. These Awards 
were presented at the organisation’s 90th AGM, 
which was hosted by the WESSA’s Lowveld 
membership branch at Skukuza in the Kruger 

National Park on Saturday 17 September.

The WESSA Awards, which have been presented since 1974, enable WESSA to recognise and 
honour those who have made a significant contribution to the environmental conservation or 
environmental education sector in South Africa over the past year in an exceptional and sustained
manner.  



In celebration of the organisation’s 90-year anniversary of Caring for
the Earth, WESSA presented awards in a number of additional
categories this year.  The Special 90th Celebration Medal was awarded
to Keith Cooper and the Chairman’s 90th Celebration Medal was
presented to John Green.  The 90 Lifetime Conservation Achiever
Awards category, which was introduced for the occasion, provided a
unique opportunity to acknowledge 90 living individuals who have
dedicated their lives to conservation in South Africa. 

Photo right: John Greeen and Dr Richard Lewis     

The WESSA Individual Award was presented posthumously to Chris Skinner, the WESSA Group 
Award recipient was the Magaliesberg Protection Association and the WESSA Award for 
Corporates went to the film “Blood Lions” and also to the Morning Sun Nature Reserve in 
Limpopo. 

WESSA also played tribute to outgoing Chairman Dr Richard Lewis for his more than 13 years of 
service to WESSA as a Board member, including six years as Chairman. Dr Lewis was commended 
for his “enthusiasm and strategic planning skills” in re-positioning WESSA to meet today’s 
challenges and for “his unstinting support for the mission and vision of the organisation”. 

Considering the special history that the organisation shares with SANParks, it is only fitting that 
members and supporters from around the country returned to WESSA’s roots in Kruger to mark 
the milestone occasion.  The association between the two organisations dates back to 1926 when
the then disbanded Transvaal Game Protection Association (TGPA) members formed the Wildlife 
Protection Society, the direct ancestor of today’s WESSA.  Their first resolution was to urge the 
Minister of Lands to proceed with the proclamation of the National Parks Bill as quickly as 
possible, following on from 14 years of lobbying by the TGPA for the Sabie and Shingwedzi 
Reserves to be nationalised. The Society’s first environmental campaign was then successful in 
leading to the proclamation of the Kruger National Park.

http://www.wessa.org.za/news/63/65/WESSA-recognises-conservation-stars-at-90th-
celebrations/d,standard-layout.htm

WESSA 90 Lifetime Conservation Achiever Award winners
This is the notification sent to Lorna Watt, WESSA Knysna Branch and Christine Ridge-Schnaufer, 
WESSA Eden :
In celebration of the WESSA’s 90th anniversary of Caring for the Earth this year, we are delighted 
to present you with one of 90 Lifetime Conservation Achiever Awards.
As humanity moves into the 21st century one is left wondering just what we are doing to planet 
Earth, our only home. There is seldom good news as we seem to be destroying the air we breathe,
the water we drink and the biodiversity that helps support all life. Despite this, a few dedicated 
individuals have dedicated their lives constructively to the conservation of planet Earth. In years 
to come everyone will realise that this is one of the wisest commitments that anyone can make! 
But for now such people are unusual, and WESSA is honouring 90 such individuals by awarding 
them Lifetime Conservation Achiever Awards. 

http://www.wessa.org.za/news/63/65/WESSA-recognises-conservation-stars-at-90th-celebrations/d,standard-layout.htm
http://www.wessa.org.za/news/63/65/WESSA-recognises-conservation-stars-at-90th-celebrations/d,standard-layout.htm


The nominations for this special category of the 2016 WESSA Annual Awards were received from 
members, supporters and the media, and we congratulate you on having been selected as a 
recipient, based on your remarkable achievements and conservation legacy. 
Best wishes,
Louanne Mostert, WESSA Communications
On behalf of WESSA’s CEO Dr Thommie Burger and Chairman Dr Richard Lewis
For the complete list of the 90 individuals who received this award:-
http://www.wessa.org.za/uploads/documents/AGM/WESSA_90_Lifetime_Conservation_Achiever
_Awards_-_September_2016.pdf 

On behalf of Lorna and myself, we feel very privileged to
have been ranked alongside such an impressive array of
individuals.
By a happy coincidence, we had a joint meeting of most
of the Committee members of Knysna and Eden and we
celebrated accordingly.....
l-r Steve Gettliffe (Chair Knysna), Roz Schubert (Eden),
Pat Nurse (Secretary Knysna), Christine & Lorna holding
an Award certificate, Annemarie Gebhardt (Eden), Claude Marechal (Chair Eden). 

WESSA Eden’s MID-Spring TOUR at MINWATER (Little Karoo)
Saturday, 15 October, from 9h00 – 13h00
Join us in a floral exploration with Louis Jordaan on his farm reserve at Minwater.
Louis Jordaan is a well-known expert on indigenous flora of the Little Karoo. WESSA Eden is 
offering another opportunity to share in Louis’s passion for the plants and animals that he has 
conserved for decades on Minwater. www.minwater.co.za 
Minwater is situated in the Succulent Karoo Biome which has the richest
succulent floral biodiversity in the world. It boasts about 550 of these plant
species as well as a wide diversity of mammals, birds, reptiles, arthropods, etc.
                                            
Minwater is adjacent to Gamkaberg Nature Reserve, located between the
Outeniqua and Swartberg mountain ranges. A map and road directions will be
forwarded to all participants who book for this tour.
The plan is to meander along a new route beyond the Bush Camp Lapa. This will
be a relaxed and easy walk with the emphasis on identifying species and learning
from Louis about their unique adaptations to survive in this dry and challenging
environment.
Participants need to bring their own picnic lunches, refreshments, camping chairs,
sunhat, plenty of drinking water and sturdy walking shoes.
Participant fees: R 100 for WESSA members and R120 for non-members.
To book your place for this tour, please contact:
Annemarie at angebhar@telkomsa.net or 044 870 0086.     
 

WESSA proudly presentsWESSA proudly presents

mailto:angebhar@telkomsa.net
http://www.minwater.co.za/
http://www.wessa.org.za/uploads/documents/AGM/WESSA_90_Lifetime_Conservation_Achiever_Awards_-_September_2016.pdf
http://www.wessa.org.za/uploads/documents/AGM/WESSA_90_Lifetime_Conservation_Achiever_Awards_-_September_2016.pdf


Saturday 12 November - GUIDED WALKS in the 
Fransmanshoek Conservancy
Looking back – and I had to look amazingly far back! - we had our first, 
and so far only – tour at Fransmanshoek Conservancy in January 2013. So
this repeat is long overdue as much has happened at the Conservancy in 
the past years.

Fransmanshoek Conservancy was established in 1994, therefore being the oldest established 
conservancy within the Western Cape. It is also the first to appoint full-time rangers since 
December 2004. The main objectives of the Conservancy
are the conservation, protection and rehabilitation of the
18.5 km stretch of coastline, from Cape Vacca in the west to
Springerbaai Eco-estate in the east, and associated inland
sections. 

Location:
Fransmanshoek Conservancy is situated approximately 35 kilometers west of the town of Mossel 
Bay. It consists of various private properties stretching from Springerbaai Eco-estate in the east 
down towards the Fransmanshoek Peninsula which is the property of Eden District Municipality. 
To the west of the Fransmanshoek Peninsula is the farm of Misgunst, owned by Mr H J Janse van 
Rensburg, which also forms a large portion of the Conservancy. Misgunst is home to the 
nationally recognized Vleesbaai 4x4 Dune Route.

The peninsula:
The Conservancy has implemented many conservation projects
over the years, one of the most noteworthy being the erosion
control and management of the Fransmanshoek Peninsula. The
results of all the hard work are clearly evident today when one
drives around the peninsula. The visitor facilities have been
improved with adequate toilets, ‘braai’ places, parking areas
and refuse bins provided. The “Punt Huisie” has been
converted into an information centre. Severely eroded
footpaths leading to the main fishing areas have been replaced with wooden boardwalks and 
several areas have been rehabilitated with indigenous vegetation. Information boards have been 
erected and various signs indicate the presence of erosion control measures. Comfortable 
wooden benches have also been placed at various scenic points.
www.facebook.com/fmhconservancy/?ref=page_internal 
Our walks:
Rangers of the Conservancy will be guiding walks over mostly private
land which is otherwise not accessible. We are offering two options. A
longer one (3-4 hours) which is quite strenuous and leads over rough
ground and through dense shrub. The shorter distance walk will
include a clean-up during the hike.

http://www.facebook.com/fmhconservancy/?ref=page_internal


Both trails will be a loop starting and finishing at Fransmanshoek Point – a wonderful spot to 
enjoy a picnic. 
Wear suitable clothing - particularly footwear. Take a walking stick, camera, binoculars and lots of 
water. Bring a picnic lunch, chairs, sun shade, liquid refreshments and anything else to make your 
day enjoyable!
Fee R50 for the benefit of the Fransmanshoek Conservancy and WESSA Eden projects.
Children free, Donations always welcome!
Bookings to wessageorge@isat.co.za     

 

Those of you who read the George Herald may have seen this article already:-

GEORGE NEWS  Thu, 18 August 2016 - Pink Trees and Wessa take hands

“The Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA) in George and Pink Trees for Pauline (PTP) 
have joined hands to protect the trees. 

According to WESSA Eden Community Spokesperson Lynne Thompson, the risk exists that when the 
signature pink fabric of PTP is left on trees for months on end, longer than the permitted two months of 
September and October, the cold and damp south side of the bark of trees cannot dry out and insects, 
disease and fungus can result in the death of living bark which will kill the tree on the affected side or the 
entire tree. 

Adri Jansen van Nieuwenhuizen, managing director of PTP, implores the public to take part in the project in
an accountable way by adhering to the permission given by the local municipality. 

"Trees may only be wrapped during the months of September and October each year. By the end of 
October all fabric must be removed from trees. By doing so funds are raised for our cancer community and 
no damage is done to trees. We removed all fabric before the end of October 2015, but unfortunately the 
fabric was not removed from some trees wrapped on private property. 

"The public is encouraged to wrap fences, gates, pillars, each other and trees, keeping in mind to do so in a
responsible way. Pink Trees for Pauline strongly believe in empowering communities and contributing to a 
circular economy. 

After the used fabric is taken down at the end of the project it is utilized in various practical ways i.e. the 
donated material is used by charities to create products to sell and raise funds. So please take the fabric 
down as soon as possible in order to donate still usable fabric," requests Jansen van Nieuwenhuizen. 
Registered cancer organisations that want to embrace this project and join in the experience, must email 
mariza@pinktrees.co.za. 

For more information about the 2016 Pink Trees for Pauline project please visit www.pinktrees.co.za and 
for the latest news visit the Pink Trees for Pauline Facebook page or contact Adri Jansen van 
Nieuwenhuizen on adri@pinktrees.co.za.”

We feel that more still needs to be done to prevent future damage to the trees of our town – and 
in other places too! Lynne Thompson is heading up this challenge with the support of WESSA 
Eden and addresses this to our readers :-
“   PINK TREES FOR PAULINE - DOES THE FABRIC DAMAGE THE TREE ???
A very touchy subject for many. But it seems very likely that the pink synthetic fabric wrapped 
round trees can result in damage to the bark which can kill a tree partly or entirely if the fabric is 

Environmental updatesEnvironmental updates
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left on too long. The Parks and Recreation Department have given their permission with the 
proviso that the fabric is removed by the end of October 2016. The organizers have agreed to the 
condition given by WESSA that they will be responsible for the removal of all fabric left on the 
trees after the month end.
The project to raise funds for cancer must be applauded, but not if awareness and assistance to 
patients and families is at the cost of the death of trees which form beautiful avenues in most of 
the streets of George and were planted with rate-payers money. If home owners wish to wrap a 
tree in their own garden, that is their decision but are most likely unaware of the threat to the 
tree. 
WHAT YOU CAN DO - Definite proof of damage or death of the trees must be established. 
Photographic evidence is needed to establish a data base of trees that have been wrapped for an 
extended period. Take photos of trees wrapped in pink fabric which has not been removed after 
the stipulated date of 31 October 2016. Name the file with date, and specific location – street and
house number - e.g. 20161217 Cradock 189. Continue to take images of any tree that is spotted 
throughout the year prior to the start of the campaign in 2017.
Please forward a reduced sized copy of about 300 KB to vicbay@imaginet.co.za  ”

These photos of one particular Yellowwood show
what we fear has been happening.
See the mould patches on the bark which leads to
sickness in the tree showing in the dying leaves
and branches......

Umlingo – News from Mozambique - It’s a kind of magic!
Many of you know Noel and Joan Shaw and may be interested to hear their news......
Hi Christine,
……I thought all your like-minded readers might be interested in the
project Joan and I have been busy with for the last couple of years in
Northern Mozambique.
I have designed a sustainable community model, all aspects tried and
tested, and honed over the last 20 odd (…odd sometimes being the
operative word..) years. 
Why Northern Mozambique? - well because fate brought me here on some project and waste 
management work and more importantly perhaps it will become evident that ‘…if it can be 
achieved here, it can be achieved anywhere….’ Which is just the point. This model is a replicable, 
achievable, and sustainable poverty alleviation and upliftment initiative.
After many years’ experience trying to develop this initiative within Southern African 
governmental and administrative systems I concluded that my goals would only be achievable if 
founded on a purely commercial basis in future involving governments as little as possible.

mailto:vicbay@imaginet.co.za


So I am targeting commercial enterprises who have economic reasons for supporting good causes
by fulfilling: Corporate Social Responsibility requirements , savings on waste management costs, 
environmental marketing brownie points, the dreaded ‘resettlement’…..etc. 
So, if interested in our progress, please have a look at ‘Project
Palma’ on Facebook. Like, share, tell your friends…. All the info is
there and this is all about to be updated. In the next few weeks
this will be linked to the restructured ’Umlingo’ website which
will cover past present and future aspects of the sustainable
community model in greater detail. 
You will see that the present progress has mostly been based on our soil enrichment and food 
production program – all as a result of solving an existing organic waste problem (and 
simultaneously saving the company involved several thousand dollars a month on waste removal, 
storage, and transport).You will also see that this forms only a small, but important portion of the 
overall concept, and will ultimately provide a backbone to the economic sustainability of the 
community. 
Please also stay tuned for your own chance to contribute a little time, effort, and expertise by way
of my ‘voluntourism’ concept.
We will also shortly be introducing a concept where small businesses, individuals, families or 
community groups can sponsor the construction of an individual dwelling – heck you can even 
come and help build it if you wish! 
So – onward and upward!! 
Environmentally Yours, and Kind Regards,
Noel and Joan Shaw. 
NOEL SHAW
Umlingo Management Services       www.umlingo.com      
noel@umlingo.com
+258 84 014 9234    +27 81 484 9859       Skype: umlingoman

 

 Spring Indigenous Plant Sale              7th and 8th October 2016
It is that time of year again when the Garden Route Botanical Garden gears up for a 
fantastic Spring Indigenous Plant Sale. This year you will have the pleasure of buying plants
from a variety of participating nurseries and various other interesting stalls.

Indigenous plants such as succulents, aloes, bulbs, medicinal plants, culinary herbs, shrubs, trees, proteas, 
ericas, restios, annuals, perennials, flowers, potting soil, manure and early bird specials will be available in 
abundance. Furthermore, expert gardening advice will be available along with all your gardening needs.
There will also be a WILD FLOWER SHOW in the Enviro Centre Hall.

"ORCHIDS OF THE SOUTHERN CAPE” TEA TIME TALK ON SATURDAY, 8 October 2016 AT 11h00
Priscilla Burgoyne,  Curator of the Southern Cape Herbarium, will be giving an interesting presentation on 
the "Orchids of the Southern Cape"  in the Environmental Centre Hall (49 Caledon Road, George.). 
Cost: R20.00 per person. 
Please RSVP to Kristen on 044 874 1558 / info@botanicalgarden.org.za BEFORE FRIDAY 7 OCT.
The Getafix Garden Café will be open with many delicious specials !!  

Garden Route BOTANICAL GARDENSGarden Route BOTANICAL GARDENS

http://www.umlingo.com/


Please see attached an advert and order form for the   2017 Birds of Southern Africa   calendar 
which is now available for sale.
The calendar is packed with stunning photos by some of our country’s top bird photographers and 
will add some colour to your office wall throughout the course of the year.
It also makes an ideal and practical Christmas or birthday gift ahead of 2017.
STOCKS ARE LIMITED so please order your calendar today!
Feel free to send the attachment to anyone who might also be interested.
Regards
Mark D. Anderson
Chief Executive Officer                     http://www.birdlife.org.za

Early in October the Blue Flags for the 2016-2017 Season will be announced.....
Blue Flag is an international annual award given to beaches that
meet a standard of excellence in the areas of safety, amenities,
cleanliness, environmental information and environmental
management. In South Africa, the Blue Flag programme is
managed by WESSA and participating local municipalities. The
strict criteria of the programme – in the areas of safety,
amenities, cleanliness, environmental information and
environmental management - are set by the international coordinators of the Blue Flag campaign in 
Europe, the FEE (Foundation for Environmental Education). South Africa was the first country outside 
Europe to be granted Blue Flag accreditation for its beaches. A remarkable 24 beaches have been on the 
programme for more than five consecutive years, and two of these have participated for all fifteen years 
that the programme has been running in the country.

According to the World Tourism Organization, the international Blue Flag, operational since 1987, is the 
most well-known eco-label of its kind. Currently, more than 40 countries across Europe, South Africa, 
Morocco, Tunisia, New Zealand, Asia, Brazil, Canada and the Caribbean are participating in the programme
and interest in the programme continues to grow with almost 4,000 Blue Flag beaches and marinas around
the world. 

As always, feel free to forward to others. And as always, all errors are entirely mine!
If you wish to unsubscribe – just let me know.

Regards,        Christine Ridge-Schnaufer 
Honorary Secretary,  WESSA EDENTel: 044 873 4203 Fax: 086 646 5458
e-mail: wessageorge@isat.co.za        www.wessa.org.za     www.facebook.com/wessa.eden 
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