
 

OUR VISION
To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.

OUR MISSION
To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects 

which promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

WESSA  EDEN   Newsletter   November   2016
Dear Friends of the Environment,   
this has turned into a bumper edition ....... so without more ado..... 

Our October outing was a great success and our thanks to Louis Jordaan for hosting us
at Minwater.

    A few visuals for those who missed the tour (thanks to Colin Ralston)

 

 
Saturday 12 November - GUIDED WALKS in the 
Fransmanshoek Conservancy
Looking back – and I had to look amazingly far back! - we had our first, 
and so far only – tour at Fransmanshoek Conservancy in January 2013. So
this repeat is long overdue as much has happened at the Conservancy in 
the past years.
Our walks:

Rangers of the Conservancy will be guiding walks over mostly private land which is otherwise not 
accessible. We are offering two options. A longer one (3-4 hours) which is quite strenuous and 
leads over rough ground and through dense shrub. The shorter distance walk will include a clean-
up during the hike.
Both trails will be a loop starting and finishing at Fransmanshoek
Point – a wonderful spot to enjoy a picnic. 
Wear suitable clothing (sunhat, sunglasses) - particularly footwear.
Take a walking stick, camera, binoculars and lots of water. Bring a
picnic lunch, chairs, sun shade, liquid refreshments and anything
else to make your day enjoyable!
Fee R50 for the benefit of the Fransmanshoek Conservancy and WESSA Eden projects.
Children free, Donations always welcome!
Bookings ESSENTIAL AND URGENT to wessageorge@isat.co.za     

WESSA proudly presentsWESSA proudly presents

mailto:wessageorge@isat.co.za


Fransmanshoek Conservancy was established in 1994, therefore being the oldest established 
conservancy within the Western Cape. It is also the first to appoint full-time rangers since 
December 2004. The main objectives of the Conservancy
are the conservation, protection and rehabilitation of the
18.5 km stretch of coastline, from Cape Vacca in the west to
Springerbaai Eco-estate in the east, and associated inland
sections. 

Location:
Fransmanshoek Conservancy is situated approximately 35 kilometres west of the town of Mossel 
Bay. It consists of various private properties stretching from Springerbaai Eco-estate in the east 
down towards the Fransmanshoek Peninsula which is the property of Eden District Municipality. 
To the west of the Fransmanshoek Peninsula is the farm of Misgunst, owned by Mr H J Janse van 
Rensburg, which also forms a large portion of the Conservancy. Misgunst is home to the 
nationally recognized Vleesbaai 4x4 Dune Route.

The peninsula:
The Conservancy has implemented many conservation projects
over the years, one of the most noteworthy being the erosion
control and management of the Fransmanshoek Peninsula. The
results of all the hard work are clearly evident today when one
drives around the peninsula. The visitor facilities have been
improved with adequate toilets, ‘braai’ places, parking areas
and refuse bins provided. The “Punt Huisie” has been
converted into an information centre. Severely eroded
footpaths leading to the main fishing areas have been replaced with wooden board-walks and 
several areas have been rehabilitated with indigenous vegetation. Information boards have been 
erected and various signs indicate the presence of erosion control measures. Comfortable 
wooden benches have also been placed at various scenic points.
www.facebook.com/fmhconservancy/?ref=page_internal 

 

 

  CONGRATULATIONS !!!!!!!!!!
  Wilderness awarded full Blue Flag status !!!!!

Blue Flag is an international annual award given to beaches
that meet a standard of excellence in the areas of safety,
amenities, cleanliness, environmental information and
environmental management. According to the World Tourism

Environmental updatesEnvironmental updates

http://www.facebook.com/fmhconservancy/?ref=page_internal


Organization, the international Blue Flag, operational since 1987, is the most well-known eco-
label of its kind. 

Currently, more than 40 countries across the globe are participating in the programme and 
interest continues to grow with almost 4,300 Blue Flag beaches, boats and marinas around the 
world.

In South Africa, the Blue Flag programme is managed by WESSA in partnership with participating 
coastal municipalities. The strict criteria of the programme – in the areas of safety, amenities, 
cleanliness, environmental information and environmental management - are set by the 
international coordinators of the Blue Flag campaign in Europe, the FEE (Foundation for 
Environmental Education). South Africa was the first country outside Europe to be granted Blue 
Flag accreditation for its beaches. 

The Blue Flag programme offers many benefits: improved tourism facilities, enhanced 
management of coastal ecosystems, increased awareness of the coast and capacity building of 
coastal municipalities.

The Blue Flag programme provides both local beach-goers and holiday-makers with the assurance
of world class beaches offering safe, clean and well-managed facilities.

http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/blue-flag.htm   for all South African Blue Flag recipients 
2016-17

PRESS RELEASE   Issued by: Department of Tourism

“The Minister of Tourism, Mr Derek Hanekom in partnership with the Wildlife and Environment 
Society of South Africa (WESSA), will launch the National Blue Flag Project on 7 October 2016 
which will create youth employment opportunities, while improving the quality of local Blue Flag 
beaches.

The three year project which started on 1 October 2016, will train 200 unemployed youths from 
low-income households to improve tourism facilities and services offered at 50 mostly Blue Flag 
beaches in KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape and Western Cape.

South Africa was the first country outside Europe to be granted Blue Flag accreditation for its 
beaches. The local Blue Flag programme is managed by WESSA in partnership with participating 
coastal municipalities. The strict criteria of the programme - in the areas of safety, amenities, 
cleanliness, environmental information and environmental management - are set by the 
international coordinators of the Blue Flag campaign in Europe, the FEE (Foundation for 
Environmental Education).”

Campaign Against Canned Hunting CACH – COP-OUT 17 
Hunters win again
“For years we have complained long and loud about how the 

hunting industry controls the conservation structures of southern African rangeland states. 
Nowhere was that more evident than at COP OUT 17, when CITES failed to upgrade the status of 
lions to Appendix 1. For those unfamiliar with CITES categories, leaving lions on Appendix 11 
means that they may continue to be hunted freely. 

http://www.wessa.org.za/what-we-do/blue-flag.htm


This is a major victory for the hunting fraternity, and a devastating
blow to real conservation, which is the preservation of natural
functioning ecosystems. CITES decided years ago in Decision 14.69
that tiger farming and the trade in tiger body parts should be banned
because it would camouflage and thereby fuel poaching and the
illegal trade. 
You would think that the same reasoning would apply to lion farming, but the ferocious lobbying 
and wealth of the hunters prevailed. 
For more comment, see:    http://www.cannedlion.org/blog/cop-out-17-hunters-win-again  “
info@cannedlion.org           http://www.cannedlion.org   

“   PINK TREES FOR PAULINE - DOES THE FABRIC DAMAGE THE TREE ???
A very touchy subject for many. But it seems very likely that the pink synthetic fabric wrapped 
round trees can result in damage to the bark which can kill a tree partly or entirely if the fabric is 
left on too long. The Parks and Recreation Department have given their permission with the 
proviso that the fabric is removed by the end of October 2016. The organizers have agreed to the 
condition given by WESSA that they will be responsible for the removal of all fabric left on the 
trees after the month end.
The project to raise funds for cancer must be applauded, but not if awareness and assistance to 
patients and families is at the cost of the death of trees which form beautiful avenues in most of 
the streets of George and were planted with rate-payers money. If home owners wish to wrap a 
tree in their own garden, that is their decision but are most likely unaware of the threat to the 
tree. 
WHAT YOU CAN DO - Definite proof of damage or death of the trees must be established. 
Photographic evidence is needed to establish a data base of trees that have been wrapped for an 
extended period. Take photos of trees wrapped in pink fabric which has not been removed after 
the stipulated date of 31 October 2016. Name the file with date, and specific location – street and
house number - e.g. 20161217 Cradock 189. Continue to take images of any tree that is spotted 
throughout the year prior to the start of the campaign in 2017.
Please forward a reduced sized copy of about 300 KB to vicbay@imaginet.co.za  ”

These photos of one particular Yellowwood show
what we fear has been happening.
See the mould patches on the bark which leads to
sickness in the tree showing in the dying leaves and
branches......

mailto:vicbay@imaginet.co.za
http://www.cannedlion.org/
mailto:info@cannedlion.org
http://www.cannedlion.org/blog/cop-out-17-hunters-win-again


The Southern Cape WEEDS Forum 
is convened under the auspices of the Dept: Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
and here in the Southern Cape is an informal organisation which Melissa Mackay of Cape EAPrac has 
convened for nearly 10 years. Thanks for your on-going efforts, Melissa,  and please continue finding 
interesting venues and strengthening the networking in the area. The success of this informal group is that
anyone – professional or amateur - with an interest in eradicating alien invasive species is welcome to join 
the meetings and exchange ideas, stories and experiences. And of course through this exchange help can 
be found – if it is only “who do I contact for certain information”. Participants include Government 
agencies, local Municipalities, Conservancies, NPOs, landowners and private individuals from Mossel Bay 
to Plettenberg Bay.
The October meeting convened at the Reflections Eco Reserve – thanks to Tim Carr for hosting us and 
taking us on walkabout ….... A brief summery from the website:-
Healing the land
We have an active land rehabilitation programme in place and have so far cleared 26 hectares of alien 
vegetation. The indigenous vegetation is already thriving and each new season produces new plant 
highlights and furthers our goal of greater plant diversity.
http://www.reflectionsreserve.com 

The Garden Route Branch of the Botanical Society of SA (BotSoc) is a founding
member of the Southern Cape Weeds Forum (SCWF), which has been in
existence since 2000, hence the Forum enjoys strong support from BotSoc
members throughout the region. At the most recent meeting of the SCWF, 
Ena McIntyre - BotSoc Garden Route, Regional Representative - awarded
Certificates of Appreciation to BotSoc members: Paul Falla, Jean Sparg and Dr Chris Gow in recognition of 
their immense contributions to the BotSoc SA and Garden Route Branch including their ongoing dedication
to raising public awareness and involvement with respect to the control and eradication of Alien Invasive 
Plants.
The WESSA Eden Committee wishes to add their congratulations !

The next WEEDS Forum meeting is scheduled for March 2017 
Contact Melissa fore more info mel@cape-eaprac.co.za 

Klein Brak Riverside Community Forum - Coastal Clean up 22 October
WESSA Eden was recently approached by Brigit Maritz who chairs the Forum to discuss the on-going 
environmental problems of the Estuary. Claude Marechal, our Chairman, being a retired water engineer 
was delighted to assist and  the recent Clean Up that Brigit organised is a brilliant example of what can be 
done by networking with neighbours, organisations and businesses. This is her thank-you to all involved:-

“Hello everyone
Just a note to say a huge THANK YOU to all for the effort given in our "adventure" of teaching the children 
not to litter on our first Estuary Clean Up Day held Saturday in the drizzle! The mud certainly made things 
interesting!

mailto:mel@cape-eaprac.co.za
http://www.reflectionsreserve.com/


Below is a link to get the pics of the day. (Thanks to Oceans Research)
The little ones had a BLAST. We started by asking them to pick up all the
rubbish so we can have a clean environment. We quizzed them WHY we were
doing it and it was clear they had no idea why we would have to pick up
rubbish.
We kitted each out with gloves and a plastic bag with the promise that
refreshments and prizes would be given at the end of the day for those who
collected the most and worked the hardest.
Heavens! They grafted!! And had fun in the process. Soon the bags were
returned, some only half full. There were even a few enterprising little guys
who headed straight to the dustbins and transferred rubbish from there! 
Once they had cleaned up litter lying on top, we lifted up a few pieces of saltmarsh bush and showed them 
the bottles stuck underneath and set them out again.
A big thank you to Oceans Research who made the day! The Octopus was an absolute hit and the kids 
swarmed around him. The interns were absolute stars and invaluable in
keeping an eye on the little ones. You made the slipping and sliding in the
mud look like great fun. 
Chris and Mercia Moolman took a couple of kids under their wings and
headed east and returned with kids laden with litter. Thank you both so
much. A rather wet Chris personally brought me some fishing line he picked
up, grinning from ear to ear, so I know he was enjoying it!
Cape Nature was there and immediately kitted themselves in gloves and bags and began filling them, a big
thanks to them with their important message that all kids need to hear, to respect ourselves, our 
environment, our parents and teachers and to have consideration in general. It is appreciated. 
WESSA, a huge THANK YOU, to Claude and his wife who donated all the
refreshments. Your participation in the day speaks of your love for the
environment and the importance to get our message across. 
Another big THANKS to Pick n Pay for sponsoring sweets and chips for the
children on the day - they were chuffed!
Henties, a very big THANKS to you for the donation of fruit juices, even if I got
the lines all crossed and did not collect them! I apologise for this and
fortunately, WESSA came to the rescue. I will definitely approach Henties
again in future and am humbled by your willingness to assist and mop up my "wonderful organisational 
skills". You are a star.
Aunty Dot and Tannie Linda, Thank you for the two cash donations. I used it to buy books for prizes and the
kids loved them!
Waltons - Your donation of coloring pencils and crayons came to good use as the books I bought were 
coloring books and I gave them out as prizes with it. We thank you for your support. We will donate the 
rest of the pens to the Moss Care Centre in Power Town for their use. 
Moss Care Centre, Jenny and Delene, thanks for popping in and giving your support. Hope you enjoy the 
pics. 
Ben, our Ward Committee member who attended in place of our Ward Councilor, Annatjie who was on 
leave, THANK YOU for your involvement. It is heartening to see, for the first time, a Ward member actually 
supporting Riverside. 
Penny and John, for letting us use the booklet and for the printing thereof. A huge THANKS! The kids were 
chuffed. I went to a little one paging through the book and asked him to read me a bit because it really 
looked like he was reading - finger running over the lines, the lot. He looked up and said he couldn't read 
yet but he likes the fishes! I told him to ask his parents to read the book to him "because there is magic in 
the pages" and he nodded. Priceless.



John Kieser of Plastic SA. THANK YOU for the gloves and bags!!! There were only a few left from the pack 
of 100 bags. The full ones were whipped away before I could count but there were PLENTY! (I was busy 
dishing out a little prize to each and every child and was surrounded!)
Thanks to the stall owner who donated wooden spinning tops. The oohs and aahs of those who received 
one was amazing.
A special thanks to Oom Chris (Stoeiklub), die Lyndans Club and Moss Care
Centre who spread the word of the event and in so making it a success. 
Second last, but not least, thank you to the Municipality, Warren
particularly - who popped in and had a key to the hall in case it rained. Also,
thanks to our Municipality who paid for the printing of the booklets. I did
not see Warren with a bag, but he "supervised" with a big smile and I saw
he thoroughly enjoyed the day. Thanks Warren!
And finally lastly. BAIE DANKIE AL JULLE KINDERS WAT SO HARD GEWERK HET. Julle was absolute 
"CHAMPIONS" Ook dankie aan julle ouers wat julle laat kom het. Ouma Brigit waardeer dit baie!!! 
Every now and again I asked the children the question: WAT MOET ONS DOEN? And the children all 
chanted together "ONS MAG NIE MORS NIE".
On Sunday afternoon, when I took a drive down to the estuary, the kids came running and shouted hello 
and when I asked them the question, they gave the answer! 
I really hope I have forgotten no one in my thank you list. If I have, It is just old age and please let me 
know. Remember to click on the link below and check out the fun all had. 
Regards
Brigit   Maritz”                    brigitmaritz3015@gmail.com

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0x7al5wpmo02  5i2/AAAzEJp99Bqu4z7ihHuQjS10a?dl=0

Waste management is everyone's business
So – are YOU recycling everythin that can possibly be recycled????????
And if you are – are you helping your family, friends and neighbours to do the same....??????
You may find the following press release of interest …...
EDEN DISTRICT NEWS - In a press release distributed by the Eden District Municipality last week it was noted 
that most of the waste arriving at the landfill site consists of recyclable materials. If these were recycled it 
would greatly reduce the amount of waste arriving at the site. 
The press release continued: 
"During an Eden district-wide study, it became evident that municipalities lack information, regarding the 
different types and volumes of waste, featured in their Integrated Waste Management Plans. 
For this reason, Eden District Municipality (Eden DM) took the initiative, to procure the necessary equipment 
required to conduct waste characterisation studies. This was done with the prize money received from the 
Greenest District Municipality Awards that was won in 2015. 
"From August 2015, the Eden DM Waste Management Section conducted waste characterisation studies in the 
Bitou, Mossel Bay, Knysna, Hessequa and Oudtshoorn municipal areas. 
"The reason behind these studies has been to obtain and provide a breakdown of the composition and 
quantities of household and commercial waste collected from different outlets and disposed at landfill sites. 
This information is needed to ensure proper integrated waste management planning. 
"A representative sample, relative to the total number of households per sub-area, was collected, identified, 
sorted and weighed. The waste was categorised into 15 different waste types, namely: soft plastics; hard 
plastics; paper; cardboard; glass metal; food waste; garden waste; textiles; wood waste; inert waste; nappies; e-
waste; and hazardous waste and more (waste that does not fall under the aforementioned categories). 
"The results obtained from the different sub-areas within the different municipalities, illustrated different 
trends in waste generation. These trends will be significant in identifying and prioritising the type of waste 
minimisation areas and management initiatives to implement in the various sub-areas. 

mailto:brigitmaritz3015@gmail.com


For example, home composting initiatives should be implemented in the sub-areas where garden waste was the
most prominent component of the waste sampled. 
"A waste characterisation study is planned for early 2017 in the George municipal area, whereafter similar 
studies will follow in the other local municipalities within the Eden district. The above mentioned studies will be
performed on a bi-annual basis, in order to determine the seasonal waste generation trends." 
'We bring you the latest Garden Route, Klein Karoo, Hessequa news' 
http://www.georgeherald.com/news/News/General/175386/Waste-management-is-
everyones-business 
And remember to use the special collection points for batteries and energy saving
bulbs at stores such as Pick-n-Pay and Woolworths

For those of you who are particularly interested in the
activities of Kos en Fynbos, please refer to the 2
separate attachments to this Newsletter where Monica
gives feedback on the demo at Harry Comey and the KOS IN DIE KAROO LAUNCH …...

Hi everyone,
Just keeping you updated with the food gardens. We have initiated a KOS IN DIE KAROO Food garden 
project in Vayn Wyksdorp.  This is a collaborative project with LANDMARK FOUNDATION AND GCBR 
(GOURITS CLUSTER BIOSPHERE RESERVE)
We hope you enjoy reading the successes and spreading of food gardens using the NO DIG SYSTEM in our 
area (EDEN). 
More to follow.  In Education, 
Monica Vaccaro     
Landmark Foundation    Education Program      083 711 8322    www.landmarkfoundation.org.za

Saturday the 15th Oct at the Stead's Farmstead out at Geelhoutboom - 
“What a lovely outing - so good seeing how Stephen, Lisa, Kerin and Luke
grow their food while improving the land and the landscape, improving
water catchment (applying permaculture H2O principles of slow, sink,
soak...) buildings soils etc. 
Their compost production was impressive - they're finding that mixing the
manures they are really getting a superior compost. So they sheep shed is
shared by the turkeys, the chickens and geese, so these four animals manure is
mixed with grass cuttings wet and dry to make a hot compost ready in 22 days
- a la Geoff Lawton. They are also doing a deep litter method, on their sheep-
shed/chicken-coop floor, add new grass and then after few months will
remove the floor of shed & have great fertilizer for their crops. 
What also impressed us was the swails effects on the land - wow - the soil
below the swails is soft and pliable, has even changed colour, & only after a
few months, so just imagine in a years time... . 
We were 13 KnF bossers - 12 adults and one delightful granddaughter. 
Keep well,   Michele (Schubert) “

Kos en Fynbos  - Healthy food in your own gardenKos en Fynbos  - Healthy food in your own garden

http://www.georgeherald.com/news/News/General/175386/Waste-management-is-everyones-business
http://www.georgeherald.com/news/News/General/175386/Waste-management-is-everyones-business


And most recently, Eve Stoffels, who has been a major initiator and organiser in
Kos en Fynbos from the very beginning, gave demos in Blanco. These were in
addition to the monthly demos.
Die demo in Blanco was gedoen met die vrouens van die V.G.K Kerk. Baie van
hulle het begin met hul eie tuine. Saad was ook uit gedeel.
Contact Eve Stoffels on: 083 688 9228 for more information on Blanco Food
Gardens
Do follow KnF on fb. https://www.facebook.com/kosenfynbos/
 

  
GRBG & WESSA END YEAR BRING AND BRAAI
Wednesday, 16th November 2016     from 17h00
Party-time starts early this year.......
Come and celebrate at our GRBG & WESSA Year End Bring & Braai 
at the Getafix Garden Cafe (TEA GARDEN)
Please bring your own picnic baskets with plates, cutlery, glasses etc., as well as your own meat 
and drinks. 
If possible bring a salad or sweet dish to share with each other (Let Kristen know to avoid 
duplication or worse!).
PLEASE NOTE: The Getafix Garden Cafe will be open for eats and drinks if you would like to 
support them.
The fires will be stoked and there is plenty of seating.
Partners are very welcome. If you know of members who do NOT have e-mail, we would 
appreciate your contacting them with this invitation.
Please RSVP to Kristen Hoek or Christine Ridge-Schnaufer
info@botanicalgarden.org.za / wessageorge@isat.co.za
before Friday, the 11th November 2016. 

Update from the Garden Route Botanical Garden Trust
A BIG THANK YOU !
We have just had a very successful Spring Indigenous Plant Sale, it was one of the best sales in years. We 
raised an amazing turnover of just under R55 000.00. This is much needed income for the Gardens.
We would like to thank the members and public for supporting this event, as well as to the staff and 
volunteers for all their hard work in putting this together.

BOTTLE WALL PROJECT 
Thank you for all the wine bottles donated towards the bottle wall project at the Enviromental Eduction 
Centre. 
We now have sufficient wine bottles, but the project is now on hold, pending funding or sponsorship.
We will keep you updated.
Thank you for your support!

...and the Environmental education Centre is close to completion …....

Garden Route BOTANICAL GARDENSGarden Route BOTANICAL GARDENS



CREW Outramps NewsCREW Outramps News

CUSTODIANS OF RARE AND ENDANGERED WILD FLOWERS (CREW)
For those readers who are unfamiliar with CREW and what they do:-
CREW, the Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers, aims to eqio a network of volunteers 

from a range of socio-economic backgrounds with the means to monitor 
and conserve South Africa’s threatened plant species. The programme links
volunteers with their local conservation agencies and particularly with local
land stewardship initiatives to ensure the conservation of key sites for 
threatened plant species.

And our  local team, Outramps, led by Di Turner, are a
very busy team travelling far and wide, up and down recording their botanical
finds. Excerpts from the weekly Diaries have been included in the past but are
simply too long to include. Here an extract from a very busy reportback with a
listing of the ispot projects so far....
And the team are looking for more - preferably younger -  members …....
Contact Di for more information.
Highs and Lows - Robberg, Fonteintjiesberg, Potberg
Outramps CREW Diaries Monday 17th October 2016
“Of “Life in the Fast Lane” and everything in between. Robberg at
sea level on Wednesday, the summit of Fonteintjiesberg in the
awe-inspiring Hex River Mountains at 1998m over the weekend
and the summit of Potberg in De Hoop at 612m above sea level.
And the frenzy of Spring threatens to engulf me.
This Reportback has reached ultra marathon length for which I apologise. It does however, 
accurately reflect the huge amount of work that goes into an Outramps CREW Spring.
Hamba Kahle    Groete en dankie”   
Di Turner                Outramps CREW Group       Southern Cape    di@strawberryhill.co.za 

All id’s subject to confirmation by Doc AL and Jan Vlok, Dr Ted Oliver and iSpot
For a complete list of projects on iSpot - http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/project-list?
nav=search 
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/rcc-krans-hoek-432-ptn-5 
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/rooiberg-pass-and-jeep-track
http://www.ispotnature.org/node/830905 - Millenium Seedbank Collections 
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/anysberg-nature-reserve-fauna-and-flora
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/paardekop-13-portion-5
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/uitzigt-216-portion-39
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/swartberg-pass-to-de-hoek-via-the-eastern-ridgebothashoek-
gouekrans-and-tierberg
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/perdepoort
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/outramps-specimens
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/gouritzmond-to-western-side-of-gouriqua
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/elandskraal-203-portions-15--105

mailto:di@strawberryhill.co.za


http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/doringriver-valley-in-the-outeniquas
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/camferskloof-in-the-northern-outeniquas
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/fancourt-links--george
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/drie-kuilen-nature-reserve
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/reflections-eco-reserve
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/koetzerskraal
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/potberg 
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/perdepoort-western-head--in-the-northern-foothills-of-the-
outenqiuas
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/de-hoop-nature-reserve
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/robinson-pass-including-areas-to-the-east-and-west 
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/crew-species - for all our site sheets
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/strawberry-hill-survey
http://www.ispotnature.org/projects/st-blaize-trail
Gallery view is a quick and easy way of scanning the observations in the Projects.

UNDERSTANDING URBAN AGRICULTURE – PART 2, PRODUCTIVITY, POTENTIAL AND POSSIBILITIES
OCTOBER 12, 2016 BY ANGELO ELIADES   (Extract)

CONCLUSION
For most of humanity’s existence Nature provided food, it was free for the picking. Then with the advent of 
agriculture we started growing our own food to support one of our most primary biological needs, the need to 
eat. It has always been people’s sovereign right to grow their own food, this was subverted when medieval 
peasants were forced to grow food for landowners, then industrial corporations hijacked food production for 
profit making people dependent on them to fulfil a primary biological need, and now people are reclaiming 
their self-reliance and growing food once again.
The concept of localised food production is also being reclaimed by the urban communities in a major way 
through the rise of urban agriculture, which has the potential to produce significant quantities of food very 
close to where people live. Despite criticisms of urban agriculture’s potential, real world figures would in fact 
suggest otherwise, that the greater efficiencies of small-scale intensive agriculture make a significant difference.
Peri-urban agriculture is four times more productive than rural agriculture for the same space, so only time will 
tell how much more the even more intensive scale of urban agriculture can produce.
The most critical point with urban agriculture is that it is not only about growing food in a different location to 
peri-urban and rural areas, but it is about growing food in a completely different way due to the qualitatively 
different growing environment. To make urban agriculture work we need to design our food growing areas in a 
completely different way to the old formulaic ways that are scaled down versions of the rural model. We need 
to think outside the square and be creative, we need to produce ecologically-sound designs that take into 
account the complexity and diverse range of elements found in urban environments, and we need to make our 
food growing systems sustainable. If there was ever a calling for competent Permaculture designers, then this is
it!
http://permaculturenews.org/2016/10/12/understanding-urban-agriculture-part-2-productivity-potential-
possibilities/

Interesting websitesInteresting websites

http://permaculturenews.org/2016/10/12/understanding-urban-agriculture-part-2-productivity-potential-possibilities/
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Edible Forest Gardening Workshop  - Wilderness Heights    November 12
“My name is Matthew Koehorst- I am not sure if you
remember me but 3 years ago I organised a small
tree planting festival at Wilderness Heights and you
helped out with some communications and WESSA
came through on the day as well. 
I moved up to Wilderness in February and I have
started a small project called Six Kingdoms which
looks at running projects and educational experiences
that work on reconnecting people and the planet
through sustainable food production, land
stewardship and human ecology projects. It's still
quite new but very exciting none the less. 
I am going to be running an Edible Forest Gardening
Workshop on our property on the 12th of November
and I thought you may be interested in putting it out to your networks etc. 
The content of the workshop will be on designing and implementing an edible forest garden that 
can be used for food, medicine and ecosystems for animals. It will be composed of interactive 
theoretical and practical sessions. 
The workshop is ideal for people who are interested in making a garden that is based on a forest, 
but one you can eat!  
The bulk of the workshop will be facilitated by a Canadian permaculture facilitator who has 
worked a lot in South Africa and Zambia on food forests and tree planting, and I will also be 
facilitating parts of the workshop. 
It's priced at R750, which includes free camping on both Friday and Saturday night, as well as 
lunch and tea and snacks and workshops materials too. We will probably also do a voluntary site 
visit of another property in the area on the Sunday. 
I know that R750 may be a bit steep for people in the area (especially since they won't need to 
camp), so I am willing to offer 5 discount spaces for R500 for people who only come for the day 
(lunch etc still provided). 
Please find attached a poster with more information and let me know if you would be able to put 
this out through your newslettter of if you require any more information. 
Thanks so much for your ongoing work at WESSA- I enjoy the newsletters and hearing about all 
that is happening. 
All the best, 
Matthew Koehorst “          Founder, Six Kingdoms 
Cell: +27 76 6189 722       Skype: matthew.koehorst       Instagram: @six_kingdoms

CommercialsCommercials



The Lakes Bird Club Calendar 2017
With the New Year peeking around the corner already ..... 
do support the Lakes Bird Club and buy the Calendar with 12 wonderful bird photos provided by 
Peter Ginn and other members of the LBC.
Copies are made ‘to order’ !
Calendars can be ordered and paid for at The Office in Precap centre.
Alternatively, if making an EFT payment :-  
Banking Details:    The Office, Standard Bank Acc No: 060829206
Branch: 050214, Ref: Lakes Bird Club (& NAME)
Cost to members of LBC and WESSA is R70. 

As always, feel free to forward to others. And as always, all errors are entirely mine!
If you wish to unsubscribe – just let me know.

Regards,        Christine Ridge-Schnaufer 
Honorary Secretary,  WESSA EDENTel: 044 873 4203 Fax: 086 646 5458
e-mail: wessageorge@isat.co.za        www.wessa.org.za     www.facebook.com/wessa.eden 
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