
 

OUR VISION
To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.

OUR MISSION
To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects 

which promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

WESSA  EDEN   Newsletter   December   2016
Dear Friends of the Environment,   
firstly an apology for incorrect spelling. Hugo Leggatt was kind enough to send the following: 
“ A small point : the hospital in the Kos en Fynbos letter is the Harry COMAY (pronounced with the
accent on the – may). Perhaps it isn’t such a small point, the Comays were an important part of 
the Jewish community in George throughout the 20th century. Harry’s father, Alec, was mayor of 
George around the time of the outbreak of WWII. I don’t think any family members still live in the 
district (Harry’s daughter, Lexie, died at Wilderness a year or two ago) but they still own property 
here.”
Hugo – it is good to know that at least one person reads these Newsletters!

PRESS RELEASE                                                                                              4 November 2016
WESSA hosts international environmental education event in South Africa

This week WESSA (the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa) played host to the 
2016 international FEE Eco-Schools conference – also known as the National Operators’ Meeting 
(NOM) – in Johannesburg. The three day event saw 85 delegates from over 50 countries around 
the world come together for an exchange of knowledge and best practices around environmental 
education at school level, and culminated with a traditional African gala dinner held at Moyo Zoo 
Lake on Wednesday evening.
The focus of this year’s conference was the United Nations’ 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
and the critical role that the Eco-Schools programme plays throughout the world in supporting 
these goals by providing education for sustainable development. The Eco-Schools programme 
aims to create awareness and action around environmental sustainability in schools and their 
surrounding communities, as well as to support Education for Sustainable Development in national
curriculum. 
Eco-Schools is a programme of FEE (the international Foundation for Environmental Education) –
a non-profit organisation based in Denmark – and is active at 49 000 schools in 64 countries 
around the world. One organisation is elected as the local Eco-
Schools programme representative in each country and WESSA
has been the South African implementation partner since the
programme was launched in the country in 2003. Through the
Eco-Schools programme WESSA has reached over 400 000
learners and 16 000 teachers in the country, providing dedicated
support to schools through the Eco-Schools principles of



environmental education, teacher training, transformative learning, empowerment and behavioural 
change.
This is the first time that the annual international Eco-Schools conference has been hosted in 
Africa and the Johannesburg event has been hailed the most well attended Eco-Schools conference
to date.
The gala dinner – sponsored by Coca-Cola African Beverages, Woolworths, PlasticsSA and the 
National Recycling Forum – was a celebration of the world-wide Eco-Schools programme. It also 
gave WESSA the opportunity to recognise and thank the many local partners, funders and teachers
who have contributed to the success of the programme locally and who understand the important 
role that Eco-Schools plays in addressing the education challenges in our country. 
Key corporate partners present at the event included Nampak who have been loyal supporters and 
funders of the programme for over 10 years. Also present were some of WESSA’s government 
partners in the Eco-Schools programme, who include the Department of Basic Education; the 
Department of Environmental Affairs; the Northern Cape Department of Environmental and 
Nature Conservation; the Free State Department of Economic, Small Business Development, 
Tourism and Environmental Affairs; and the Department of Water Affairs and Sanitation, who 
together with WESSA Eco-Schools fund the joint Water Action project that has won multiple 
awards over the past five years.
The keynote address at the gala dinner was delivered by 50|50 television producer, presenter and 
writer Ntokozo Mbuli, who inspired the audience by sharing the story of her own journey to 
becoming a passionate advocate for environmental education. She has been a vocal activist for 
environmental causes in South Africa through her the coverage of environmental issues in 
numerous television documentaries, and has engaged with schools and corporate organisations in 
her role as a public figure. In 2015, WESSA honoured Ntokozo with their National Award for 
Individuals for her contribution to conservation and environmental education and for inspiring a 
community of people from very diverse backgrounds.
WESSA is proud to be part of the international environmental education community, and its 
hosting of the 2016 international Eco-Schools conference forms part of the organisation’s 
programme of special activities to mark its milestone 90 th birthday this year.
 

SATURDAY, 25 FEBRUARY 2017 - 
ROCKY SHORE EXPLORATION AT BUFFELS BAY
Following the recent success of a morning paddling in the Knysna Basin
looking at various life forms, we are offering another exciting marine
outing with the Knysna Basin Team. 
Louw Claassens and Maureen Lake will guide us around Buffels Bay.
So, get out those brand new 2017 diaries and enter the date of 25
February. On this particular Saturday low tide occurs at a convenient
time for us to explore the fascinating creatures in the rock pools. The
Knysna Basin Team will enlighten us on the unique adaptations
displayed by rocky shore species. Adaptations which enable these
species to survive harsh conditions in this intertidal zone.
The morning outing will end with a “bring your own” picnic lunch.
More details will be forwarded to those who book for this event. The
group of participants will be limited to 30 persons. 

WESSA proudly presentsWESSA proudly presents



It is thus advisable to book as soon as possible. 
Secure your place by contacting:  Annemarie    angebhar@telkomsa.net
or phone 044 870 0086. Please provide us with your contact details and
town/village of residence to facilitate organising lifts where required.
Participation fees:  R50 for WESSA members, R80 for non-members.

 

Fransmanshoek Conservancy is looking for Student Ranger accommodation :-
Dear Friends of the Conservancy
We have two new student rangers coming on board in January 2017 and are trying to find 
accommodation for them for the year. 
This would ideally be within the Fransmanshoek Conservancy boundaries (Kanon, Vleesbaai, 
Boggomsbaai and surrounds). Owing to the low student budget, we hope to find someone willing 
to host the students for free or for a subsidised rental. However, the Conservancy is open to all 
offers, so please get in touch. We understand that many of you have holiday and rental homes that 
will be needed over peak-season times, and we can make alternative arrangements over such 
periods. 
Hosting the students is a proud tradition of the Conservancy and providing them with 
accommodation is essential to seeing this continue. If you are able to assist, or know of something 
in the area that may be suitable, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Your help in this regard 
would be much appreciated.
Sincerely Kei Heyns
Senior Ranger, Fransmanshoek Conservancy   082 084 2791     fransmanshoek@gmail.com
 

Alien Invasive Plant Clearing - private contractor recommendantion
For those of you not yet linked to the WEEDS Forum (mentioned in a recent Newsletter) this is a useful 
recommendation coming from a Forum member....
There have been several projects where local communities have been trained for a specific project but 
thereafter finding work becomes difficult, hence this recommendation from Ashleigh.........
Dear colleagues, conservancy members, neighbours and friends 
Should you, a client or colleague need a private contractor to remove invasive alien plants on a property 
within the Wilderness/Sedgefield area, I highly recommend contacting Susan Fredericks (073 495 4338). 
For the past year we have had the pleasure of hiring the most efficient and reliable alien clearing 
contractor, Susan Fredericks, and her team from Touwsranten. During this period they have almost 
completely cleared 50ha of rooikrans and pine. They will be finishing this job at the end of year and so will 
be looking for more alien clearing work for 2017. 
After working with Susan and her team for a year, I can confidently say: 
Susan and her team are trained and experienced. 
They are consistently on time. 
They work neatly, stacking firewood or chipping felled branches . 
They are very aware of the risk of fire and work accordingly, and to industry standards. 
Susan knows the local vegetation well and works in a very sensitive manner towards it. 
Susan manages her team well; although they work hard, they always seem happy. 
Susan manages her equipment reliably and independently. 
She can offer between 2 to 3 chainsaws and operators.

Environmental updatesEnvironmental updates
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If a chipper is supplied, they are experienced at using and maintaining it. 
Should you wish to ask me any more questions about how they worked, please give me a call or send me 
an email. 
Yours sincerely
Ashleigh van Zuydam           Paradise Ridge Conservancy Secretary      Wilderness Lakes Area  
flowersynthesis@gmail.com    073 780 3023    
If anyone reading this has similar recommendations please share them with us!
Christine  wessageorge@isat.co.za         &         Melissa mel@cape-eaprac.co.za 

Fishing Line Bins

Dear All,

I am finishing the Fish Line Report for this year. Is there anything you would like me to raises with the 
sponsor, any good stories etc.
I am also putting a list together of deliveries for my January trip up north the Sodwana. If there is anything 
you need from me – please let me know.

John Kieser,       Sustainability Manager    PLASTICS SA       Phone 021 591 5512
WEBSITES: www.plasticsinfo.co.za | www.cleanup-SA.co.za | www.recyclingday-SA.co.za

  

The end of year function 
is on the 14th Dec at 13:00 to be held by the bandstand in the Botanical Gardens, if it's pouring down, 
plan B is to meet by Getafix. 
We will all bring something to share for each others gardens, seeds that we've saved, slips for planting etc.
The food to be shared is homemade healthy fare, fresh garden stuff, but if someone wants to donate a 
watermelon or two, or other fruit that would be grand. By popular demand we're going to be doing some 
low-key yoga stretches before our snacks, so wear something you can feel comfortable to move in. Taking 
part in this is of course voluntary! 
WESSA members (and anyone interested in the project) that would like to join us on the 14th are more 
than welcome. 
Next year we'd love it if there are people interested in becoming involved with KnF. 
We meet once a month, do a demo where we meet, share our knowledge, share our seeds, seedlings, slips 
etc. We also sometimes need people to make a few calls, send a few emails, give a lift etc. 
Yours in gardening,  Michele Schubert     0827184334 / 044 8732254 

Our November meeting was held later than usual. 
It was an end of year rounding off and planning meeting for our awards
ceremony in December. We met at Michele Schubert's house. Michele is a
dedicated permaculture gardener who practices everything that we are
striving for in KOS EN FYNBOS. The minutes of our meeting here under was a
reflection of the year's events as well as feedback of our activities during the
past month Minutes from Kos en Fynbos meeting - 26th Oct 2016 
Present: Hester, Monica, Magda, Andile, Nancy, Mona, Eve, Phumza & Michele 
Venue: Victoria Street 

Kos en Fynbos  - Healthy food in your own gardenKos en Fynbos  - Healthy food in your own garden
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Agenda: FEEDBACK 1. Sonneblomland Creche We did a large compost demo,
children & teachers helped us collect the dried grass from neighbouring open veld.
The caretaker, children & teachers helped to create the heap. Mrs Malgas was also
present (be it in the background) – we discussed the recycling. Lettie & I showed
how and what must be bagged together. Edward Snell the company Divine works
for had dropped off the manure & the bokashi plus containers. I went to George
Mun for blue bags & delivered them – explained again. Monica to ask Grace to send
the “eco warriors” (?) to do some training there. Next year revisit & start with
parent, teacher, head meeting – get buy in.
2. Reports:
i) Harry Comay - H.C. Found they’d not gathered the grass cuttings - Created a large compost heap – well 
attended by both staff & patients, started with clean up of area for compost. Sandy (Physio @ H.C.) very 
keen gardener. Magda took them grass cuttings the next day
ii) Kos in die Karoo – Van Wyksdorp From Kos en Fynbos: Andile, Phumza, Magda, Eve and Monica 
Stunning place, good accommodation @ Rooiberg Lodge, very warmly welcomed, helped create 9 gardens,
children very involved, report back are that few goats have nibbled at crops, otherwise all growing well 
Main issues water, water-wise food gardening crucial
iii) Farmstead Permaculture – Geelhoutboom – George We were 13 (12 adults & one child) warmly 
welcomed by Lisa, Stephen, Kerrin & Luke. Orientation on stoop with scones, looked at plan of farm and 
Permaculture principles (Monica will scan the principles & distribute to those that were not there) Walked 
the farm from lowest point down by the river, where their solar pump pumps the water up to the highest 
point, for irrigation and use in the house via gravity feed. Saw examples of all the Permaculture principles –
i.e. feeding the birds at the perimeter so that they leave the crops on the farm so family can obtain a yield, 
composting loo in construction (making use of all resources), compost production two methods; hot 
method that takes 22 days, mixed manures from the four types of animals on farm (geese, chickens, sheep
and turkeys). The other deep litter method where sheep shed floor gets covered with grass regularly and 
all manure from animals mounts up to be harvested once ready. Then to view benefits of the swales - 
constructed along the contours of the top field. Red-cover sowed into the sides of swales & soft pliable 
earth below where rain water sinks in deep. The productive vegetable/fruit/herb forest area in zone one – 
produces a large variety of different crops, also the earthworm farm, nursery for vegetable seedlings and 
trees are all in this area.
3. Avocado Trees. 40 more trees available If your tree is losing leaves it’s because
it’s been shocked by the replanting give it time and water and it will recover.
4. Fruit Tree distribution; 2nd Nov 14:00 from 5 Victoria street and from Thusong
Centre for the Thembalethu people.
5. Cape Nature's 20 trees for Arbour week will also to be distributed same time.
Think who will plant with care & look after trees in your area where you’ve either
done demos or know that the tree will be treasured.
6. Wattle for fences – Monica will ask Radie Loubser from George Municipality to open area on Sat 12th 
Nov for cutting and collecting fencing wattle stakes
7. Homework for next week: How many persons in your area are active? For 1 year = ? For 2 years = ? For 3
years = ? 1 year will receive a certificate, 2 and 3 years a cert & a tree
8. Organizations that have helped during 2016 will also receive certificate: Eden Mun, NMMU – Bianca 
Currie, George Herald - Alida, Landmark -Monica, WESSA – Christine/Hester, Outeniqua Trees, Andre Britz 
– GCBR, Cape Nature, Avo’s for life – Floor Meyer, Genesis – Hardy, Linda Squire that horse manure 
supplier, Edward Snell – Divine, Steads, Lisa & Stephen & Fancourt Chris Gomasal, George Museum. If you 
think of anyone else let us know.
9. Last six months KnF activities:
8th June – planning meeting at the museum 



16th June- Thembalethu, Phumza demo at private home opposite Themb alethu High School 
20th July Bot garden – planning meeting and briefing from Avo’s for life Floor Meyer from NG Kerk 
10th August - Blue Mountain Frail-care centre composting demo 
12th August - Sonneblomland Compost demo & recycling 
14th Sept - Harry Comay – gardening demo – compost making 
23rdSept - Kos in die Karoo – Van Wyksdorp 
15th Oct  - visit to Farmstead Permaculture farm 
26th Oct - planning meeting and water-wise gardening/food production site visit 
2nd Nov -   Trees distribution 
12th Nov -  Wattle harvesting for fencing – check ‘Whatsap’ for meeting point 
14th Dec 12:00 – Botanical gardens end of year function – bring along seed, plants or cuttings to share. 
Wear cSay something about this photo... menu Click Anywhere to Tag Say something about this photo... 
menu Click Anywhere to Tag Say something about this photo... menu Click Anywhere to Tag omfy clothes 
to do yoga in. 
After the meeting Michele offered a delicious Rhubarb tart she had made from her garden as well as 
refreshing herbal water. She took us on a tour of her garden and here are the photos. Everything grows in 
its own space, Plants compliment each other, they self seed themselves and she has effective ways of 
harvesting water. In the pictures you will also see that although she may work in her garden, it has reached
a point where it regulates itself. She has also created varied landscapes for different plant types. Like her 
little "karoo garden" with succulents. She has Rhubarb, Artichokes, Asparagus, berries and a large variety 
of food. She also keeps the orange peels and uses coffee grind to mix in with her compost for seedlings. 
Wow!! Thank you Michele for a wonderful experience. We have some lovely ideas for next year. 
In Education, Monica Vaccaro Landmark Foundation Education

We will have an awards/thank you ceremony 12 th December at the Botanical Garden where we will thank
everyone and issue them with KOS EN FYNBOS certificates. 

More info - Please copy link below and paste on google.
https://www.facebook.com/pg/kosenfynbos/photos/?
tab=album&album_id=903710929765203

 

  
Forthcoming attractions........

Garden Route BOTANICAL GARDENSGarden Route BOTANICAL GARDENS



CREW Outramps NewsCREW Outramps News

Outramps CREW Diaries Monday 21st November 2016 (Extract)
 On Tuesday we attended the last Gouritz Biosphere meeting for 2015 at the Calitzdorp cellars. As always, 
there was an excellent programme. The highlight was Richard Cowling’s presentation “The environments 
and food resources that were associated with the emergence of modern humans on the Cape south 
coast . It was riveting and a reminder never to miss one of his brilliant presentations. It was also a chance 
to see old friends again. Altogether, a very pleasant morning. 
The WAGS walk on Wednesday was the red route on Groeneweide. Low cloud and the
threat of rain made conditions in the forest very humid and we sweated profusely. The
path down to the Silver River has been cleared, making it a whole lot easier to access. We
also noted that most of the aliens have been cleared and a lot of the windfalls taken off
the path. A few young Bugweeds are now emerging on the high path on the left hand
circuit, where there used to be quite an infestation on the forest margins. We really
appreciate that you take notice of our reports and then take action. So thank you
Sanparks. This forest hike is a wonderful facility on the town’s doorstep.
On Friday it was back to the Swartberg after a very successful trip to Gouekrans the week
before. It was a champagne day with a blue domed sky, some fluffy white clouds and a
cooling light breeze. The extreme cold that was forecast, never materialised. In 2015,
immediately postburn and at exactly the same time in November, we found a whole lot of
Orchids including Disa schizodioides and Disa linderiana. At the same spot this year, there
was absolutely no sign of any of them. It was a huge disappointment. 
We parked the Buchu Bus at Ou Tol having successfully got her to the top of the Swartberg Pass without 
incident. Always a relief!! A party went from the top of the Pass heading west and
the rest of us started on the path from Ou Tol and then went cross-country to
Breakfast Rock, where we rejoined the path. The rares came thick and fast en
route to the Nek. Some of the party went to the summit, some explored the
lower peak opposite Waboomsberg and some started the long descent on the
northern side. The vegetation is recovering well, but most of the northern side
has been burnt again in the most recent fire. The path has also been cleared. It
was sad to see that our beautiful stand of Leucadendron tinctum had been
decimated. No doubt the seedlings will begin to appear ITFOT, but regrettably,
they probably won’t be flowering again in my lifetime. More relief when the BOB
started first time. The last time we took her up the Pass, she refused to start and had to be towed up and 
then down the Swartberg Pass to George. That little journey, I will never forget. It must have aged me 20 
years. We were delighted to find 3 Cyclopias in flower and numerous other plants with Red List status.

Good news just received is that “The Boy” (Brian du Preez) is now called Mr Fab
after his beloved Fabaceae, having got a distinction for his Honours thesis and
about to do a Masters on a revision of the Fabaceae Genus, Polhillia starting next
year. We are proud of him.
Hamba Kahle,    Groete en dankie
Di Turner,    Outramps CREW Group   Southern Cape



Estuarine Endeavours.........
November newsletter can be found at the following link -

http://www.knysnabasinproject.co.za/images/newsletters/november2016/EstuarineEndeavoursN
ovember2016.pdf 

A recent course at Mossel Bay was fully booked weeks in advance. 
With this demand it was therefore decided to present a further course along the

Garden Route.......

Flight for Birders identification & conservation course at  Sedgefield on 27 & 28 January 2017
VENUE: St Francis United Church Hall, Sedgefield
COSTS:  R 500-00 for adults that include the course notes & certificate endorsed by BirdLife South Africa.  
This is the first announcement of this course that we will be presenting at Sedgefield. Find the programme 
and registration form attached. The contents of this specific course have been adapted in the following 
way: 

1. Each individual course now focuses on local and regional species and conservation issues in the 
area where the course is being presented. The result of this is that roughly 65% of the Sedgefield 
course contents will be adapted to address regional issues. This should give previous participants 
new insights into the wonders of birding in the area. Kindly consider participating.

2. The course now places heavy emphasis on the growth of birding tourism, and therefore people 
working in that industry, as well as product owners should be encouraged to participate. 

It would be appreciated if you would consider circulating this information to your members, friends and 
colleagues. Registration with Elaine at mwjasser@mweb.co.za or 082 455 8402.All further queries could 
also be forwarded to Elaine.
Kindly note that gift vouchers for attendance of these courses are now also available – an ideal gift for 
friends and family members interested in nature in general and birds in particular. 
Your support of this effort will be appreciated. 
Warm regards, Anton
Dr. Anton Odendal                                          Chairman BirdLife Overberg and Western Cape Birding Forum
Manager: www.westerncapebirding.co.za 
Tel: + 27 28 3161105                Mobile: +27 82 550 3347                E-mail: birding@overberg.co.za
www.westerncapebirding.co.za
PS. We have completed a major upgrade on www.westerncapebirding.co.za and have joined social media. 
Kindly send me a Facebook FRIEND REQUEST at Anton Odendal and LIKE our page to receive regular 
updates on birding issues in the province.

CommercialsCommercials
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AWARDS GALORE !!!!!!     …....
At this time of year organisations honour their members achievements and fortunately our local press, 
Group Editors, who publish the George Herald, Mossel Bay Advertisier, Knysna Plett Herald and the 
Oudtshoorn Courant etc. are always supportive of environmental information........ Thank you!!!!

Botanical Society pays tribute to stalwarts 
The Botanical Society of SA (BotSoc) paid tribute to Garden Route members at the organisation's national 
conventions AGM held on 21 September at SANParks' Ebb and Flow rest camp in Wilderness. 
The occasion  was attended by BotSoc council members, branch delegates from branches across the 
country and Garden Route. 
The well-supported event provided the perfect opportunity to pay tribute to those very special members 
of the Garden Route branch who have distinguished themselves for their loyalty, support and 
extraordinary commitment to the society’s mission and objectives over many years. 
Several Garden Route members were handed awards on that day: 
Di Turner - as project leader of Ou Tramps Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (Crew) for her 
exceptional dedication to the society and the crew programme. 
Mandy Fick was honoured as a life member and founder member Garden Route and for her exceptional 
contribution to the promotion of indigenous gardening throughout the region.
Lucretia van der Walt - a member of the founding committee of the Garden Route branch and exceptional 
contribution towards indigenous gardening, environmental impact assessment inputs, control and 
eradication of alien invasive plants in Mossel Bay. 
Jean Sparg for her exceptional contribution towards education, indigenous gardening, control and 
eradication of alien invasive vegetation in the Bitou district. 
Paul Falla - exceptional contribution; biodiversity conservation, municipal IDP inputs, control and 
eradication of alien invasive vegetation in Bitou. 
Dr Chris Gow for his exceptional contribution towards biodiversity conservation, control and eradication of
Invasive alien vegetation in Knysna. 
Dr Janet Naude - exceptional contribution in biodiversity conservation, environmental impact assessment 
inputs, control and eradication of invasive alien vegetation.
Photo -The Botanical Society of SA handed awards to Garden Route
members in September. From left is Di Turner (Crew), Jean Sparg (Bitou),
Ena McIntyre (BotSoc Garden Route), Mandy Fick (George), Zaitoon
Rabaney (executive director Botanical Society of SA) and Lucretia van
der Walt (Mossel Bay).
(courtesy of George Herald)

NMMU honours Prof Auerbach 

NMMU has awarded the prestigious Engagement Excellence Award to Prof
Raymond Auerbach, in recognition of his work in the field of organic farming
systems and food security, locally and elsewhere in Africa.

This is the second year that NMMU has acknowledged Prof Auerbach's outputs.
Last year he received an Engagement Award for his work with local gardeners
and the planning of an AgriPark.

Prof Auerbach was also presented with a Certificate of Recognition by the African Union Commission in 
Nigeria last year, the citation lists his lifelong contribution as a champion of ecological organic agriculture in 
Africa.

The NMMU George campus principal, Prof Quinton Johnson congratulated Prof Auerbach on his terrific 
award in working for food security, as a sustainable futures leader.



Over the past three months Auerbach, an associate professor in soil science and plant production at 
NMMU's school of natural resource management at the George campus, attended and presented papers in 
his field of expertise at two major conferences in Cape Town - the World Public Health and Nutrition 
Conference with the International Organic Food Group, as well as the Re-imagining Agriculture conference 
organised by the programme for land and agrarian studies.

http://www.georgeherald.com/news/News/General/176516/NMMU-honours-Prof-Auerbach 

Prof Roux lauded for world-class research

Adjunct professor Dirk Roux, one of the NMMU George campus's sustainability
research unit's (SRU) stalwart research associates, was again awarded the highly
respectable B3 rating by the national research foundation (NRF) for the period
2017-2020.

According to NRF, B-ratings are reserved for "researchers who enjoy considerable
international recognition by their peers for the high quality and impact of their
recent research outputs".

NMMU George campus principal, Prof Quinton Johnson, warmly congratulated Prof Roux on his superb 
international rating, which recognizes the world-class research that he is undertaking as a sustainable 
futures leader.

Prof Andrew Leitch, NMMU deputy vice-chancellor congratulated Prof Roux saying, "As one of our adjunct 
professors linked to the sustainability research unit on our George campus, your continued association with 
our university is greatly appreciated.

We also appreciate your seniority on the campus, in your supervision of our post-grad students and your 
support for the vision of the SRU. Thanks also for being such a strong link between SANParks and NMMU.

We will do what we can to support you as you further advance your research standing through the NMMU,"
said Leitch.

http://www.georgeherald.com/news/News/General/176515/Prof-Roux-lauded-for-worldclass-research 

Fynbos the winner in local Care Taker Campaign

Fynbos came out as the winner as landowners clear thousands of hectares of
land, previously densely covered by invasive alien plants, in the Southern Cape.
Areas previously affected by invasive alien plants are today covered by fynbos
and rECOenosterveld.

With the increase in the number of tourists wishing to experience nature
reserves in the Garden Route, it is imperative that more land should revert to
conservation. Unfortunately, much of that land is affected by invasive alien plants. Fortunately, 
landowners, game reserve owners and the Southern Cape Land Initiative are all agreed on the benefits 
that sprout from alien eradication.

The Care Taker Campaign, established to encourage landowners and land managers to rehabilitate land 
affected by invasive alien plants back to Fynbos and indigenous states, is spearheaded by the Southern 
Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI), a public platform for landowners with an interest in the control and 
eradication of invasive alien plants.

Mark Rutherford, MD Gondwana Nature Reserve, and Arnold Neethling, MD Botlierskop Nature Reserve, 
both agree that when managing large tracts of land in the Southern Cape, you will have to accept that 
thousands of hectares of land are badly affected by invasive alien plants.

http://www.georgeherald.com/news/News/General/176515/Prof-Roux-lauded-for-worldclass-research
http://www.georgeherald.com/news/News/General/176516/NMMU-honours-Prof-Auerbach


Arnold Neethling said this week, "Dense stands of wattle, blue gum, hakea and Port Jackson has a dramatic
(negative) effect on indigenous biodiversity, land available to sustain grazing animals, and the quality of 
grazing material".

Before clearing work started, in both Botlierskop and Gondwana Nature Reserves, invasive alien plants 
affected almost every river and wetland, as well as large parts of the open landscape.

Rutherford said South African visitors to Gondwana are very sensitive to the presence and effect of 
invasive alien plants. "It certainly affects the quality of their game viewing experience when the landscape 
is visibly affected by invasive alien plants. We spend a lot of resources clearing our land of invasive aliens, 
but the result is worth the while.

In partnership with the Working for Water programme, we involve local communities which have a crucial 
socio-economic spin-off."

The Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI), is a public platform for landowners and land managers 
with an interest in the control and eradication of Invasive Alien Plants SCLI is supported by the Table 
Mountain Fund (TMF). For more information visit www.scli.org.za.

http://www.georgeherald.com/news/News/Agri-Focus/175630/Fynbos-the-winner-in-local-Care-Taker-
Campaign 

We would like to add our congratulations to these individuals who have been recognised !

As always, feel free to forward to others. And as always, all errors are entirely mine!
If you wish to unsubscribe – just let me know.

And at this time of year the WESSA Eden Committee wishes all our supporters a 
wonderful Festive Season in the company of family and friends.

Regards,        Christine Ridge-Schnaufer 
Honorary Secretary,  WESSA EDENTel: 044 873 4203 Fax: 086 646 5458
e-mail: wessageorge@isat.co.za        www.wessa.org.za     www.facebook.com/wessa.eden 

PS. Thanks for the use of your cartoon, Bill !
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