
 

OUR VISION
To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.

OUR MISSION
To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects 

which promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

WESSA  EDEN   Newsletter   March     2017
Dear Friends of the Environment,  

we very much hope that many of the readers of this Newsletter will accept our invitation to the 
WESSA Regional get-together on 24 & 25 March. And if you know of others who may be 
interested – please spread the word! 

Since I have been Secretary we have not had such a great opportunity of meeting with WESSA 
staff and other volunteers on our own turf to hear what they do and to network and exchange 
experiences. Those of you who are particularly interested in the Green Coast Programme should 
PLEASE join us on Friday evening. We are hoping to have a massive turnout!

 

 

Enjoy these exciting events at our annual WESSA Western Cape get-together
which is open to non-WESSA members too !

Both events are a sharing of information and a chance to show off what WESSA members are
doing, or trying to do. We are, after all, a group of volunteers with a passion, and we are

promoting what WESSA as an organization stands for, and want to show and share what we as
volunteers and members are actively involved in.

There are 2 events and 4 activities in all – please book for each one!
Bookings to wessageorge@isat.co.za 

Friday 24 March From 18h00 at Loerie’s Nest,   Ebb & Flow Rest Camp  ,   Wilderness.
Join us for a drink and presentation by 

Dr Graham Avery on WESSA's upcoming Green Coast Programme,   
Curator in Natural History Collections Department (retired)

Become involved in caring for vulnerable areas along our coastline........ 
This project is being developed and piloted by WESSA's Ecotourism Unit, under the 
guidance of Vincent Shacks.  In a nutshell, Green Coast is a new eco-label that is 
concerned with the sustainable management of sensitive coastal environments.  It is 
therefore complementary to the international Blue Flag award, which is operated and 
managed by WESSA.  In order for a site to achieve Green Coast status, it would need to 
comply with a set of site-specific criteria, achieved through a clear and robust 
management monitoring system.  The local municipality would be responsible for 

WESSA proudly presentsWESSA proudly presents
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upholding the criteria, while WESSA membership's role will be to provide support in 
collecting baseline ecological data, as well as in the monitoring programme.  

We very much hope that both professional and amateur environmentalists will join us at 
this discussion.

Meet the WESSA volunteers and staff from around the country at the bring 'n braai  later.
These are just some of the out-of-towners (alphabetically) who will be present and look 
forward to meeting environmentalists of the Garden Route / Eden : -

Dr Graham Avery – a retired archaeozoologist. In addition to his palaeoecological research, he is 
currently serving on the Western Cape Regional Committee and is involved in WESSA’s new 
Green Coast initiative. He has been actively involved with WESSA since 1987 and was WESSA 
national chairperson 1997/ 2003.  

Thommie Burger - WESSA CEO  
John Green - WESSA WC Regional membership representative and previous WESSA national 
chairperson 2003/9

Susan Gie - Chair, WESSA Western Cape Membership Committee (member since 2014). Main 
interest is promoting the use of Citizen Science by and for members, habitat and biodiversity 
conservation. 
B.Sc. (Hons Zoology), H.D.E., M. Phil Wildlife Management

Jenny Gon - Regional Rep Eastern Cape and membership representative on the WESSA Board 

Renata Harper - Membership Coordinator for the WESSA Western Cape Membership Committee 
&Editor of EnviroKids, WESSA's quarterly enviro-magazine for primary school children.

Lorraine McGibbon – formerly based in George, currently Project Manager: Schools Programme. 
WESSA’s education programmes are not only Eco-Schools, but includes eg Water Explorers (very 
big in KZN) and the ROSE Foundation Used Oil Project. 

With out of town WESSA members and staff coming to George for this meeting bringing several 
interesting speakers, we also intend showcasing what we have here with a choice of early 
morning activities! :-

Saturday, 25 March 
WESSA  Regional Representatives Meeting  
Venue Education Centre, Garden Route Botanical Garden  

07h00-08h30 Either a guided Birding walk with Peter Ginn, a high school teacher for 30 years in 
Zimbabwe and author of several birding books.. Peter has given bird talks about the environment 
to approximately 2 000 school learners each year here in George alone. 

Some of Peter's published books include Basic Bird ID in Southern Africa (2011), Waterbirds of 
Southern Africa (1982), Birds of the Zimbabwe Highveld and Birds of the Zimbabwe Lowveld 
(1970s). 

The latest publication is “The Ultimate Companion for Birding in Southern Africa” a cooperation 
with Geoff McIlleron and 18 top bird authorities who reveal their personal observations and 
knowledge. http://www.birdbook.co.za/ 

http://www.birdbook.co.za/


or Biodiversity walk with Colin Ralston, Chairman of the Trustees of the Botanical Garden.
A retired Geologist, he is still one for detail, searching the Bot Garden for anything non-plant and 
identifying and recording these living beings on I-spot. 
http://www.ispotnature.org/communities/southern-africa 
His walk will be focused on what insects, birds, fungi are on display that morning. There is always 
some thing new, some thing strange to see and the guide can be expected to dash off and snap 
away if some thing really interesting is seen, deserting the participants without warning!The 
biodiversity of the Garden is truly astounding, 51 butterflies, 26 Dragonflies & Damselflies, 8 
frogs, over 130 birds.

08h30 – 10h00 Either a guided Botanical walk with Priscilla Bourgoyne, Curator of the Southern 
Cape Herbarium. Priscilla holds a masters Degree in Ecology but went over to the “dark side” – 
taxonomy, and has 21 years experience in that field from the National Herbarium, Pretoria where 
she worked for SANBI. 
She is committed to getting the Southern Cape Herbarium operating on an international level and
intends to have at least one specimen of the over-6000 plants in this area represented in the 
herbarium. In order for this to occur she has contracted a severe case of “collectalitis”. This is a 
sickness that develops when you want to make a herbarium specimen of every plant you come 
across.
http://www.botanicalgarden.org.za/index.php/sample-sites/herbarium/southern-cape-herbarium

or Historical Water Walk with Lynne Thompson (former Secretary WESSA local branch) 
& Ken Gie. Both Lynne and Ken are passionate conservationists of both natural and man-made 
places and things and here their interests converge. 
George was founded in 1811 and the most important task for the newly appointed Magistrate, 
van Kervel, was to provide water to the new town. It all started in the Gardens where a stream 
was found and furrows were dug. Lynne and Ken will tell the story and show how the water 
supply developed and see some installations of a time when water was not available from your 
tap in the kitchen and bathroom.

10-13h00: Main event including our local guest speaker, 
Louw Claassens, who will enlighten us on Knynsa Seahorses. Louw submitted her PhD thesis in
December 2016 and her research is the basis of this presentation. 
For more info on the Knysna Seahorse Status project please have a look at the video:    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckKDLKY7NtY 
Louw graduated in 2008 with a BSc in Environmental Management and in 2010 gained a 
BSc Honours in Aquatic Ecosystem Health. Divers other academic activities have led to a number 
of publications and has just been appointed Director of the Knysna Basin Project.WESSA Eden 
members and supporters have been fortunate to enjoy outings with her and volunteers of the 
Project.                             http://www.knysnabasinproject.co.za/projects/kyss

13h00  -  A well-deserved finger-food lunch

PLEASE BOOK FOR EACH EVENT before 19 March  :-   wessageorge@isat.co.za 
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SUNDAY 26 MARCH    TIME:  10h00 
Tagging of indigenous trees with the Dendrological Society, Outeniqua Branch
Meeting point GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDENS (GRBG) in George 
RSVP absolutely essential !!!!! to be able to access inside parking. Entrance fee R10 non-members .
Activity :- Tagging of indigenous trees beyond the north gate along a forestry road, to prevent the forestry 
workers from felling incorrect trees as has recently occurred. Labels and tape will be provided, members to
please bring waterproof markers. A list of the trees marked will be compiled.
Bring your own picnic lunch to be enjoyed at the picnic spot.
Leaders ;-RINUS & TINEKE DE KLEIJN           dekleijn@icon.co.za 
Organiser :- CHRIS GOW – 044 387 1978 – chrisandtinx@telkomsa.net 

SCLI & Partners

Invite you to attend their 2017 Seminar
on Invasive Alien Plants, Risk
Management & Biodiversity

Conservation    

   

Thursday 25 May: Venue: To be confirmed         Time: 08:00h – 18:30h

Friday 26 May: Field Excursion – Outeniqua Catchment Areas   Time: 08:00h – 14:00h

SEMINAR OBJECTIVE: 
To foster collaboration and co-ordination to establish sustainable solutions in the eradication and

control of Alien Invasive Plants in Eden.
SCLI 2017 Seminar marks World Biodiversity Day

United Nations World Biodiversity Day, in May every year:
Increasing understanding and awareness of the World’s Biodiversity.

“Biodiversity is the foundation for life and for the essential services provided by ecosystems. It therefore
underpins peoples’ livelihoods and sustainable development in all areas of activity, including economic

sectors such as agriculture, forestry, fisheries and tourism, among others. By halting biodiversity loss, we
are investing in people, their lives and their well-being.”

Biodiversity in the Southern Cape is unique, rare and threatened.
Blessed with coastal forests, Fynbos, wetlands and coastal landscapes, the term Eden is appropriately 
adorned to the region.
The Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI) is a public platform for landowners and land managers, 
with an interest in the control and eradication of invasive alien plants.

SCLI recognizes that invasive alien plants, along with inappropriate farming practices, climate change and 
unbridled development, are all factors contributing to an ever shrinking conservation footprint.

In order to put the conservation of biodiversity in the spotlight, SCLI has chosen
 Thursday 25 May & Friday 26 May 2017.      Programme & Venue to be confirmed   www.scli.org.za
E-mail enquiries or RSVP to: info@scli.org.za     cobus@naturalbridge.co.za, janet@papertreeprojects.co.za

Forthcoming ActivitiesForthcoming Activities
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ANNUAL ACCESS RENEWAL FOR 2017 for FREE GARDEN
ENTRANCE
A friendly reminder to all members that enter the Botanical Garden without
paying an entry fee, 2016 WHITE membership cards will no longer be valid
from the 1st of March 2017. 

We now have two options for membership this year:
1) Annual Access Card - This is just for basic access to the Garden Route Botanical Garden.

2) Full Membership Card - This grants you access to the Botanical Garden, attending all General
and Annual General Meetings (AGM) and you will also be able to nominate and vote for Trustees 
each year.
Go to www.botanicalgarden.org.za  TO DOWNLOAD THE FULL GRBGT MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please complete the corresponding membership form and return together with your
proof of payment (for EFT) to the Office.
Cash Payments / Card Facilities are available at our Offices. 
Special 2017 Cards to be collected from our Offices (or can be posted on request). 

For more information contact 044 874 1558 / email info@botanicalgarden.org.za

Thank you for your continued support! GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN TRUST

NURSERY NEWS       NEW FYNBOS AREA        
Come and see our new Fynbos area, still in its early stages, but it will be
growing….
We already have an interesting selection of cone-bushes, some classed
as rare, lovely flowering Ericas, bauerii, cerentoides, cruenta, cubica,
sitens, and more. Lots of Coleonemas, including the scarcer Sunset gold.
We have some Mimetes and Aulax in stock too.

The nursery also has the lovely blue water-lilies, newly sourced, R30/plant, a big
bargain at that price.      We will also have freshly sprouting Watsonias 
The nursery is open every week day and as always, the first Saturday of the
month. 

The dangers of EMF radiation from cell phones wifi etc.     This comes from Liz Egglington :-
Dear All
Just finished reading a very informative article on the harm to humans, animals and our pollinators from 
EMF radiation, Wifi, cell phones etc etc.
At the end of the article were these 27 links to other supporting articles and studies on this subject. As we 
are being saturated daily with these radiations because of our insatiable need for FASTER internet and 
data and connectivity, it would be good to have a long and sober look at what we are doing to ourselves, 
our children and our Planet.

Garden Route BOTANICAL GARDENSGarden Route BOTANICAL GARDENS
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See the following links for information on the effects of cell technologies, as well as info on what you can 
do to protect yourself.
“Below is what I call my List of Irrefutability. We can soon reach a turning point, but our voices are each 
needed at this time. Please quote from and or share these links:” ~Kevin Mottus
1) 1,659 studies on EMF and bioeffects:                         http://www.powerwatch.org.uk/science/studies.asp
(Of these:
• 1,032 found effects (most effects being harmful)
• a further 370 had other “important insights or findings”
• only 257 did not find effects.)
2) Additional links with several thousand studies show biological effect and/or harm:
http://bioinitiative.org
http://www.justproveit.net/studies
http://www.emf-portal.org
http://stopsmartmeters.org.uk/resources/resources-scientific-studies-into-the-health-effects-of-emr/
3) Harvard Ethics Department ebook, “Captured Agency: How the FCC Is Dominated by the Industries It 
Presumably Regulates”:
http://ethics.harvard.edu/files/center-for-ethics/files/capturedagency_alster.pdf

Liz has loads more websites. Contact her if you would like more information lizeglington@hilbert.co.za 
*************************

And a review of past events....

WESSA Eden Rocky Shore outing at Buffels Bay, 25 February 2017
Viva to the thirty spirited participants that braved the inclement weather on
Saturday to attend this event. Soon after arrival at Buffels Bay the clouds 
dissipated and everyone enjoyed a most informative, fun filled learning 
experience.
A heartfelt thanks to the Knysna Basin Project Team, Louw Claassens, Peter- 
and Francis Smith, who shared their passion and knowledge about the 

amazing biodiversity of marine life found in the intertidal zone at Buffels Bay.
As an introduction, they rigged an “outdoor classroom” on the beach to
display living specimens of most of the species that dwell in the rocky shore
pools at Buffels Bay. Louw Claassens, a first class and very enthusiastic
“teacher”, took us step-by-step through the classification and distribution of
animals that occur in this intertidal zone. That was amazing and such a privilege! 
After this, we broke up into three groups and, each guided by one of the Knysna Basin Project 
Team leaders mentioned above. It was thrill upon thrill as participants found and
identified a myriad of creatures during low tide. We were even privy to witnessing
the food chain in action e.g. a sea star munching a sea slug, limpets grazing on their
own algae gardens and the cute action of barnacles filtering microscopic food with
their eager little claws.
Congratulations to Louw Claasens on her well-earned new appointment as Director of the Knysna 
Basin Project. WESSA Eden rejoices and celebrates this mile-stone achievement with you!   
For more information on the Knysna Basin Project, visit their website: 
www.knysnabasinproject.co.za or their facebook page www.facebook.com/knysna.basin.project/ 
Photos – Colin Ralston

http://www.facebook.com/knysna.basin.project/
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For those of you who do not keep up with local news as presented by the George Herald I have 
included the following article and photos courtesy of PAULINE LOURENS, GEORGE HERALD 
JOURNALIST

Science centre in Southern Cape launched

The first Environmental Education Centre  (EEC) 

of its kind in the Southern Cape was put into use 

for the first time on Saturday 5 February when 

100 primary school teachers attended 

two training workshops. 

The EEC in the heart of the Garden Route Botanical Garden was completed last year. The centre is 
unfurnished, the floors are untiled, and an urgent appeal was made by a group of passionate 
volunteers asking for funding or donations for desks, laboratory equipment, IT equipment and 
floor tiles. 

The panel includes Monica Vaccaro from Landmark Foundation,
Prof Raymond Auerbach from Nelson Mandela University,
Louise Störm, Subject Advisor (Natural Sciences),Western Cape
Education Department (WCED), Eden/Central Karoo, Annemarie
Gebhardt from the Wildlife Environmental Society of SA
(WESSA) Eden and Colin Ralston, Chairman of the Garden Route
Botanical Garden (GRBG) Trust. 

Since the Environmental Centre is still just an empty building, it was thanks to the generosity of 
Auerbach and the tea garden Getafix that sufficient chairs were loaned for the day. 

Tarita Pollicutte, curator of the Botanical Garden, sourced trestle tables for the occasion. Apart 
from being the first official event at this new centre, it is also a red letter event in that it is the first
time in several years that the Western Cape Education Department partnered up with the 
Botanical Garden team. 

Two enthusiastic subject advisors presented teacher training workshops in their respective 
subjects. Louise Störm integrated the theme of sustainability of natural resources in her teacher 
training workshop and Pieter Theron, Subject Advisor (Social Sciences) WCED Eden/Central Karoo,
focused on the links between culture and natural resources. 

For the majority of teachers, this was their first visit to the Botanical Gardens and they were 
visibly thrilled at the discovery of such a gem in George. Many of them travelled from distant 
towns such as Ladismith, Riversdal, Beaufort West and other places in the Eden /Central Karoo 
Education District. The enthusiasm shown by all these teachers was tangible and very rewarding 
to witness. 

Colin Ralston guided the teachers along the Mushroom Trail through the forest. The teachers 
were very excited about the many ideas they came up with on how the Botanical Gardens can be 
integrated into their subjects.



Auerbach introduced the teachers to the Medicinal Mound and ideas of how Indigenous 
Knowledge Systems can be integrated were outlined.

Gebhardt said, "It is a unique opportunity for interest groups to partner up with the GRBG Trust 
towards a fully functional EEC. Your sponsorship will be acknowledged and will be a most valuable
investment towards environmental education in the region."

For sponsorship, please contact Colin Ralston at 044 874 1558 or 082 338 2121. Gebhardt can be 
reached at 044 870 0086 or 083 301 3248.

Jane Goodall visits George 

And 3 Committee members were fortunate enough to be
there too ( Thanks Ad Cole and Nolands George! )!

The following article is from the George Herald :-

The world-renowned researcher on the social and family interactions of chimpanzees, Dr Jane 
Goodall (82), addressed a group of George business people and environmentalists on Tuesday 14 
February. The George auditing company Nolands hosted the event at Le Jardin in Blanco. 

Goodall opened with an enthralling greeting call of a chimpanzee,
which only someone who has spent 55 years with these primates
could have performed. Goodhall related in her softly spoken English
how she set forth by ship for Africa at the age of 23, landing in Cape
Town, before continuing to Tanzania where she worked for Dr Louis
Leakey, first as his secretary and then as his research assistant. 

Chimpanzees are man's closest relatives and much of what we know today is thanks to Dr 
Goodall's observations. In the late 80s and early 90s, alarmed by how little of the world's natural 
environment remained, she changed her role from researcher to activist. 

The Jane Goodall Institute is now 25 years old and has created a very successful global 
programme, Roots and Shoots, which she hopes to launch in George. https://rootsandshoots.org 

Goodall is still optimistic that climate change will be addressed before it is too late. She believes 
in the extraordinary intelligence of the human species, our indomitable spirit, and the resilience 
of nature. She also highly rates the use of social media to spread important messages.  

Goodall spends 300 days a year travelling around the world with her message and visiting her 
institutes.                    www.janegoodall.org 
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Reliance Compost
Situated in the heart of the beautiful Cape Boland region, Reliance produces certified organic compost. 
With a passion for quality and building a sustainable environment, we produce compost, which adheres to 
global standards ensuring a product that does not contaminate the environment. Our compost is tested 
for bacterial contamination, nutrient levels, insecticide/ pesticide contaminant levels and, of recent note, 
for radiation levels.
 
We provide compost to individuals, landscapers, nurseries, municipalities, schools, agriculture, food 
schemes and NonProfit Organisations to name a few. Apart from sales, we also offer consultation services 
to businesses about composting and design of production facilities.
 
Some of the biggest environmental problems South Africa has to face are lack of fertile land, soil 
degradation and pollution of its rivers and groundwater. One of the main factors causing these problems is
the excessive use of chemical fertilizers, but at Reliance, we make it our goal to tackle these problems in 
attempt to eradicate them.
 
The main input material for producing Reliance's compost is municipal green waste, as well as alien 
vegetation that presents an environmental threat in the Western Cape. Each month, we collect 
approximately 30,000 m3 of chipped green garden refuse from 10 conveniently placed dropoff facilities 
and landfills around the City of Cape Town.
 
Over the last decade, we have kept over 15,000,000 m3 of green garden refuse out of already 
overcrowded landfills. This resulted in reducing over 1 000 000 tons of carbon dioxide gas escaping into 
the atmosphere, thus mitigating the impacts caused by climate change.
 
Our composting technology has been approved as a Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction method, 
according to the guidelines of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and Credible Carbon, in accordance with SO 140643 (International Organization for Standardization). Our 
technology has generated an excess of 500 000 tons CO2 (carbon credits). These are used making Reliance 
and other businesses carbon neutral.

http://www.reliance.co.za/newsletter.html 

Is anyone doing this here in our area??????
As always, feel free to forward to others. And as always, all errors are entirely mine!
If you wish to unsubscribe – just let me know.

Regards,        Christine Ridge-Schnaufer 
Honorary Secretary,  WESSA EDENTel: 044 873 4203 Fax: 086 646 5458
e-mail: wessageorge@isat.co.za        www.wessa.org.za     www.facebook.com/wessa.eden  
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