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Our information as per Thursday, 8 June is that Lorna 
Watt and Barbara and Steve Gettliffe (WESSA Knysna 
Committee members)  have lost their homes and 
possessions. Needs will be ongoing in the next weeks as 
people rebuild their lives.

Follow  #KnysnaFire

Donations for Mossel Bay  
to Plett Fires 
• Drop offs at Skynet courier boxes – some Engens on 

the Garden Route

• Pick ‘n Pay web page for monetary donations.

• Contact Gift of Givers for Cape Town and other big 
centers: 0800 786 911

• City of Cape Town drop offs of clothing and non-
perishable foods at Fire stations: – Strand, Fishoek, 
Goodwood, Roeland street

View more: http://www.kfm.co.za/
articles/2017/06/08/knysnafire-how-to-help-and-
where

NEEDS:  EVERYTHING!
• Basic bedding blankets
• Food for humans, animals and babies
• Non -perishables
• Household goods
• Clothing
• Bottled water (as much as this pains me!)
• Goodies for the firefighters

OUR VISION
To be a highly effective and 
well-supported champion of the 
environment.
OUR MISSION
To implement high impact 
environmental and conservation 
projects which promote public 
participation in caring for the Earth.

WESSA EDEN Newsletter June 2017

Dear Friends of the Environment,

first the good news..

In addition to Janet Botes as a bright energetic 
Committee member, Nics Schwim has also 
volunteered her services. As it states on her 
website www.san-ecosystems.co.za : Nicola 
is passionate about working with students on 
every level, empowering and enriching them on 
each their respective level and love for various 
ecosystems in South Africa. She is passionate 
about Environmental Education, (on every 
level) and Alien Vegetation Control. She is an 
ambassador for SANBI, WESSA, and is CATHSETA 
Registered Training Assessor with 18 years of 
experience in South African Natural Ecosystems. 
As a professional environmentalist with a strong 
leaning in education we look forward to new 
exciting events and activities.

Now the bad news... in case you had not 
noticed, we are short of water as these photos 
show taken at the Garden Route Dam on 
Sunday 4 June..

Press Release: Issued George 
Municipality, 1 June 2017 

WATER RESTRICTIONS 
ENFORCED WITH 
IMMEDIATE EFFECT

The fires that have ravaged 
Knysna and surrounds have left 
many people homeless.
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Pat Gillespie passed away on 12 May 2017 in Musina. 

She served on the committee of Wessa for many years. She 
worked tirelessly at the Botanical Garden for many years 
and propagated plants for the garden both at her home and 
with her team at the nursery. She and Gonda Ennis collected 
seeds and cuttings on the mountain. She was also chairman 
of The Assoc of Retired Persons and Pensioners. She was a 
volunteer at the Arts Theatre and also sang in the Presby 
choir. A person with boundless energy. 

Garden Route Dam level falls below 60%
Water Restrictions are necessary to protect our water 
resources
The level of the Garden Route Dam which services the greater 
George has today fallen below 60%. In an Executive Mayoral-
In-Committee meeting held earlier today, 1 June 2017, the 
Executive Mayor of George, Ald Melvin Naik announced that 
with immediate effect certain water restrictions are to be 
implemented to ensure the water safety of George.

The decision has been taken in terms of the provisions of the 
George Municipal Drought Management Policy and which 
provisions are applicable to George and Haarlem.

The right of access to basic water supply and sanitation is a 
basic right for all communities and it is the responsibility of 
the George Municipality as the Water Services Institution to 
take reasonable measure to ensure these rights.

The immediate measures to be adhered to are as follows:

• The mechanical irrigation of gardens is prohibited 
• Gardens may only be watered between the times of 19h00 to 21h00. Garden hoses must be handheld only.
• Mondays and Thursdays for even numbered households ONLY
• Tuesdays and Fridays for uneven numbered households ONLY. 
• The irrigation or watering of all sport fields is prohibited. Exemption from restrictions in the following instances 

only: golf course greens, bowling greens and cricket pitches which may only be watered between 19h00 and 
21h00. 

• The washing of vehicles with a garden hose , except by a commercial enterprise whose business it is to wash 
cars, is prohibited.

• The cleaning of any area by means of water is prohibited. 
• The filling of swimming pools is prohibited
• Where own water from a borehole or reservoir is used, the appropriate notice shall be displayed on the 

premises.
Ald.. Naik implored the public to seriously address all water usage with care. The level of the Garden Route Dam is 
monitored and weekly reports are posted to the municipal website under Alerts and on to the municipal facebook 
page. Report all water leaks to our Civil Engineering Department on 044 801 9262/66.

Chantel Edwards-Klose Manager: Communications George Municipality 
Tel (044) 801 9160 Cell: 082 350 2420 EMAIL: c-edwards@george.org.za

www.george.org.za  |  www.facebook.com/george.municipality  |  twitter.com/@george_mun

WESSA Eden sends sincere condolences to the Family 
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Report on Outing to Millwood / Goudveld Forest, May
A lively group – despite dire weather forecast - met at the Dalene Mathee memorial 
and absorbed the information that Dominique du Toit of SAN Parks shared. Then 
it was off into the forest for a first-hand experience with Gerard, SAN Parks Ranger 
leading the way.

Thanks to SANParks for making this tour possible and to all of those who participated, 
particularly members of the Dendrological Society and Peter Ginn who acted as 
channels of communication during the walk.

WESSA proudly presents

Saturday 24 June 2017 

Visit to Herold Wines with walk to Bushman Paintings
It is 3 years - almost to the day – that we first visited Herold Wines and 
a great time was had by all! Nico and Maureen write: 

“We would be delighted to have WESSA visit Herold Wines again. We 
have been very busy with removing alien vegetation and luckily had a 
lot of help in that regard from various people. A walk would be showing 
more Fynbos than Pine and Wattle to hikers.”

So let's go see!

On the sunlit north facing slope 
of Cradock Peak, the highest crest 
of the Outeniqua Mountain range 
running parallel to the Southern 
Cape coast and creating part of 
the scenic attraction of the Garden 
Route, is the flourishing Herold 
Wines vineyard. Bounded on 
three sides by the nature reserve, 
it is a remote and idyllic setting, 
the vineyards embraced by lofty 
mountains covered with dramatic 
stands of fynbos.

Herold Wines is unique. At between 
650m and 700m its vines are rooted 
at a higher altitude than most 
other South African vineyards. This, 
together with frequent mountain 
mists, icy winter frosts and snow, 
cooling summer south easterly 
winds drawn by the Outeniquas 
from the nearby Indian Ocean and 

year round rainfall, results in a 
protracted growing season.

The crisp, clean air and pure 
mountain streams in this vast 
wilderness area contribute to an 
environment that is challenging 
and rewarding. An electric fence 
keeps the grapes safe most 
of the time from marauding 
baboons and innovative zone 
netting gives protection against 
fruit eating birds.

Humour, humanity and long 
suffering have gone into this 
pioneering venture, remote from 
other wine farming regions, 
but it has brought rewards, not 
the least being the wines of 
consistently fine quality. Pinot 
noir and Sauvignon blanc grown, 
made, bottled and certified in 

the Outeniqua Ward, the restoration 
of exquisite mountain fynbos on more 
than 120ha of the Outeniquas and the 
development of personal pride and 
purpose which will be imprinted for 
generations.
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Meet at the Winery 10h00. Brief 
introduction, walk to the Bushman 
Paintings, talk on wine making and 
wine tasting/lunch/refreshments 
at own cost.

Wine tasting R20 per person. 
Quiche is R50 and the Cheese platter for two is R200  
Pre-book essential!

Bookings to wessageorge@isat.co.za before 20 June. 
Participation fee for WESSA Eden coffers R25 per person.

Saturday, 29 July  Wilderness Buffer Project - Information on Invasive Alien Plants  
   led by Gabriel Scholtz, Project Manager, Buffer Project, Working for  
   Water, SAN Parks Wilderness Section, Garden Route National Park

Sunday !! 20 Aug Tree Walk – hosted by Jenny & Stewart Herd, Karatara.

Saturday, 9 Sept  Gouritsmond Walk led by the Conservation Trust

Please diarise the upcoming WESSA Eden attractions 

Forthcoming Activities

Date: Wednesday, July 26 / Venue: Emmaüs, Hope Street

Louw Claasens: “The Knysna Seahorse – Survival in a Changing Environment”

Louw is Director of the Knysna Basin Project and has 
recently submitted her PhD on the Knysna Seahorse. She 
gave this presentation at our WESSA Regional Meeting 
in March and we were amazed at the insights that were 
presented. Not to be missed!

U3A Monthly General Meeting  
10:00 = Tea, 10:30 = Meeting starts,  
Non-U3A members R10 Contact Mike: 044 620 2589.

Date: Tuesday 27 June 2017 6 PM - 8 PM / Sedgefield Bowling Club, The island, Sedgefield

Easy Ways to Achieve Low Waste, Earth Friendly Living

Plett Eco Pioneers and Warriors, Carol Nathan-Levin and Rhian Berning will be here to inspire us with easy ways to 
achieve Earth Friendly Lifestyles that also protect the precious sea and land creatures that are so dear to us.

Rhian will also be telling us more about how we can contribute to and use her Eco Atlas database.
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GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN

Venue - Environmental Education Centre, Garden Route Botanical Garden.

7 -12 August National Science Week – Theme 2017 “Advancing Science Tourism”

This event is primarily for school children and is being organised by the Botanical Garden 
and WESSA Committee members are already heavily involved planning presentations and 
activities. If you wish to offer your services, please contact the Botanical Garden.

The nursery is open on the first Saturday of every month 9h00 - 13h00.

The nursery has a wonderful selection of indigenous trees and plants, aloes, succulents, 
herbs and large bags of compost. In addition, if the nursery does not have what you are 
looking for they will do their best to procure it for you.

The nursery has managed to source a liquid fish emulsion, called Ocean-fert. It is the 
equivalent of the kelp/fish emulsion that is used with great success on Fynbos, vegetables, 
flowering and non-flowering plants. It can be bought from the nursery, decanted into 
smaller quantities, at a third less of the usual cost (R80/L).

A grateful thanks to everyone who brought their old garden pots and yoghurt containers to 
the nursery as this helps to keep the prices down.

Environmental updates

2017 Biodiversity & Risk Management Seminar 25/26 May 

I attended this seminar held at Far 
Hills Hotel on Thurs and Fri. The 
seminar was ably organised by 
Cobus Meiring of the SC Landowners 
Initiative (SCLI) together with 
Eden District Municipality and the 
Sustainability Research Unit of the 
NMMU.

As there was a very full programme 
of presentations, I instructed the 
person sitting next to me to prod 
me in the ribs should I nod off. This 
proved unnecessary, as I found 
the presentions and discussion 
interesting and stimulating. They ran 
the gamut from legislation, control 
of IAPs (Invasive alien Plants; not 
Interested and Affected Parties, as I 
had surmised!), water security, fire 

control and strategy and mapping 
of affected areas. It soon became 
evident that the major concern is 
fire hazard which is very strongly 
associated with IAPs. Also of 
concern was the responsibility 
and difficulties of landowners 
in connection with removal and 
control of IAPs.

Following the presentations, we 
split into groups of 6, each group 
to discuss: 1 How do the risk of 
IAPs impact the work that we 
do? 2 How can we work together 
to reduce the risks associated 
with IAPs? This was followed by 
a plenary session at which each 
group presented feedback for 
lively discussion.

After lunch we again divided 
into 4 working groups to discuss 
coordination of a strategy and 
action plan. Each Group had a 
different mandate viz 1. land 
management, 2. water security, 
3 fire and risk management, 
4 biodiversity corridors. This 
was followed by a plenary 
session at which it seemed 
the main concern was set up 
an overriding representative 
body,: the SCLI and the SC Fire 
Protection Association were 
both suggested. A need for 
comprehensive mapping was 
also articulated.

On Friday there were again 
several excellent presentations. 

Report courtesy of Bill Turner
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Monsanto’s Roundup is making us sick

was altogether a thoroughly 
worthwhile and enjoyable 
experience.

Bill Turner

Contact SCL: 
info@scli.org.za  
janet@papertreeprojects.co.za 
cobus@naturalbridge.co.za 
www.scli.org.za

the drought and often made 
uncontrollable due to IAPs. The 
resultant cost has been many 
millions.

The seminar ended with a 
demonstration of drones which 
are extremely useful tools for 
mapping IAPs. A feature of the 
seminar was the accent on group 
discussions and networking. It 

These included a dramatic account 
of a highly destructive fire in the 
Riversdale area in January, largely 
as a result of severe Rooikranz 
infestation and the great difficulties 
that the farmers have in complying 
with legislation that is often not 
realistic for their circumstances. 
There have been a record number 
of fires in the past year due to 

Article by Liz Eglington

A pamphlet with this title 
was produced by the Organic 
Consumer network in the USA, to 
assist us globally in tackling the 
misinformation/ disinformation 
and ignorance around the use of 
this dangerous chemical Roundup/
Glyphosate.

The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) declared that it IS Cancer 
causing and it was recently reported 
that California won their court case 
which is now forcing Monsanto to 
label Roundup as cancer causing. 
The evidence must have been 
overwhelming and indisputable for 
both these events to have taken 
place.

Roundup(Glyphosate) is being 
used indiscriminately in South 
Africa, by our Municipalities, 
farmers, households, government 
departments. It is the most widely 
used chemical on the Planet and 
makes Monsanto billions of dollars 
annually. Yet there is adequate proof 
and research that it is depleting 
our soils of all life, contaminating 
our waterways AND drinking water- 
for all is connected, and causing 
unprecedented health challenges 
on many levels. For animals and 
humans.

I have a report on a study/research 
done by a medical professional who 
tested every vaccination he could lay 
his hands on, and his final analysis 
was that EVERY ONE contained 
glyphosate! (How? Why?)

There are several reports around 
the globe where supermarket 
foods were tested for chemical 
residues and Glyphosate was the 
most common.

We are being poisoned on every 
level with this terrible chemical.

A new report has just been 
published where Monsanto 
is encouraging farmers to use 
Glyphosate/Roundup to assist in 
the DRYING OFF stage of cereal 
crops. So maize is saturated with 
Roundup just before we get to 
eat it!

It is reported that South Africa 
and Namibia are the ONLY 
countries on the Planet whose 
staple food is GMO- this is 
criminal and irresponsible and 
unfair to those vulnerable and 
poor who depend on these foods. 
ASK our government to justify 
and explain this. This should be a 
POLITICAL issue.

We are now in THE WORST 
GLOBAL HEALTH CRISIS OF 
ALL TIME and the WHO stated 
recently that the global cancer 
incidence is now 1:2- which is an 
incredibly dangerous status for 
humanity to be in. And incredibly 
stupid- for it is avoidable. This 
dovetails perfectly with the fact 
that we are now eating more 
GMO food than ever before, 
and are using more agricultural 
chemicals than ever before.

So what to do?

1. STOP buying the food 
grown this way!! Stop 
supporting this system- for 
it is all about money. You 
buy, it continues. ALL mass 
produced food on large 
commercial chemical farms 
are using these dangerous 
chemicals- so that “food” 
in the supermarkets is 
suspect until YOU have 
established how it was 
grown.

2. Take responsibility for what 
you feed your body and 
how you feed your family! 
Question until you are 
satisfied you are buying 
chemical free nutritionally 
rich food.

3. First prize- grow your own 
food! It is so very easy, 
and can even be done 
in containers, vertically 
up a wall with supports, 
on windowsills- if your 
“excuse” is lack of space. 
The internet is filled to the 
brim with information, 
educational articles and 
videos, step by step 
assistance.

4. Second- buy your food 
from the hundreds of 
farmers markets now 
operating all around South 
Africa. Question those 
farmers.
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5. Look for/eat/buy organically 
grown food first, ask your local 
shops to stock them, support 
these farmers who are looking 
after our Planet, soils, eco 
systems, life.

6. Then share/send this pamphlet 
as widely as you can so that 
everyone you know and care 
about is educated on this subject

7. Take this pamphlet to every shop/
outlet, agricultural co-op/shop 
in your area if you see they are 
still selling Roundup. Demand 

Demarcation of coastal management lines
NATIONAL NEWS - The Western 
Cape Government Department 
of Environmental Affairs and 
Development Planning is considering 
the use of coastal management 
lines, based on projections of coastal 
risk, as a mechanism through which 
coastal risks and coastal quality may 
be managed along the coast of Eden 
District Municipality.

Coastal Management Lines, as 
provided for in Section 25 the 
National Environmental Management: 
Integrated Coastal Management Act 
(Act No. 24 of 2008, as amended), 
are boundaries that indicate the limit 
of development along ecologically 
sensitive or vulnerable areas, or, 
delineating an area that poses a 
hazard or risk to humans.

Simultaneously, the Department is 
conducting an audit of historic and 
existing pedestrian access points to 
the Eden coastline.

The Department has 
appointed Royal Haskoning 
DHV to model the coastal 
wave action and erosion 
and to delineate coastal 
management lines based on 
the risk projections.

The Western Cape 
Government invites Interested 
and Affected Parties (I&APs) 
to participate in the current 
project phase (determining 
coastal risks) by:

(i) commenting on provisional 
wave run-up and erosion risk 
projections for Eden District,

(ii) attending public meetings 
where the projections will be 
presented, as well as,

(iii) providing the project team 
with information on historic 
and current pedestrian access 
to the shoreline.

that they stop selling it. If 
enough of us do this then 
we will make an impact 
and effect change. If we 
don’t make the effort 
nothing will change- know 
WE are all responsible for 
our present critical global 
crisis.

8. Demand that your local 
municipality stops spraying 
the roads and sidewalks 
and gardens with Roundup 
to combat weeds. YOU 

breathe this in, gets on 
your skin, and in the 
ground water. It affects 
bees, animals, pets, birds, 
children- everything.

The future of this beautiful 
Planet is in OUR hands. We 
haven’t done very well up to 
now. Let us turn this around. 
Please.

Regards

Liz Eglington,  
lizeglington@hilbert.co.za

Public comment

The formal review period for 
comments from stakeholders 
will extend from 26 May 2017 
up until 26 June 2017.

An explanatory report and the 
draft projections of wave run-up 
and erosion risk for viewing in 
Google Earth™, can be obtained 
by googling: 
Background Information_Eden_
Setbacklines_May2017_english.
pdf

I&APs will have a direct 
opportunity to make input at 
public meetings where the risk 
projections will be presented 
and explained.

Mossel Bay residents are invited 
to attend a public meeting 
on Friday, 9 June at 10:00 in 
the Reebok Community Hall, 
Koedoe Avenue, Reebok.

Additional stakeholders can request to be registered on the project stakeholder database or request further 
information from: 

Rafeeqah Alexander, 021 936 7657, rafeeqah.alexander@rhdhv.com or  
Saa-rah Adams, 021 483 0773, coastal.enquiries@westerncape.co.za 
 
Source: George Herald online  
3 June 2017
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CREW Outramps News

“We had a simply wonderful day at Windmeulnek, 
which is one of my favourite places on earth.

The Fynbos was not at its best. The time of the 
year and the very dry conditions of the last couple 
of months saw very little in flower. But the views 
and no burn made a wonderful change from the 
blackened veld that we’ve been visiting recently. 
The damp conditions were very welcome and wet 
clothes and boots were a small price to pay. We 
didn’t come away empty-handed. Leucadendron 
conicum (Near Threatened), Mimetes pauciflorus 
(Vulnerable), Erica inconstans (Vulnerable), Cyclopia 
subternata (Declining) were all alive and well, 
despite a very real threat of encroaching Escapee 
Pines. The undescribed Erica on the track leading 
to Platbos eluded us. Either it has been swamped 
by the Fynbos or else it is impossible to see when it 
isn’t flowering. Time will tell. Another elusive plant 
(Psoralea keetii), found a couple of years ago on the 
track leading to the Hut, seems to have completely 
disappeared. This is disappointing, as Prof Charles 
Stirton is particularly keen that we should find it 
again.

Probably the most interesting plant of the day 
was a Phylica found by Dave Underwood. We do 
not recognise it at all and it could turn out to be 
something really interesting. In between working 
in Namibia, Dave manages to supply us with id’s for 
both Phylicas and Rutaceae, which he has taken on 
as Specialties for the Outramps. Specialisation has 
been a very useful tool for us. Coming to grips with 
the huge biodiversity which surrounds us is almost 
impossible for one person. At least we can now say, 
“Give it to Jen (Ericas and Cliffortias), Dave (Phylicas 
and Rutaceae), Wendy (Oxalis and Heliophilas), 
Marge (Iridaceae), Rusell (Orchidaceae), Gail 
(Geraniaceae), Brian (Fabaceae), Sally (Bugs), Mike 
(Trees and Forests) and Nicky and I most things in 
between. Now that Jean has left us to settle in Cape 
Town, we are looking for someone to take over the 
very difficult Asteraceae. Any takers?”

A large contingent of Outramps arrived at the 
Diosma aristata Reserve close to Pinnacle Point 
to do a plant count of the Critically Endangered 
Diosma aristata with Dr Annelise Vlok and Carlo 
van Tonder of Cape Nature. We counted about 250 
plants in this small reserve of about 8 hectares. It is 
in a really bad state, with lots of aliens and building 
rubble and other rubbish being dumped on it. But 
there are some positive signs. The Cape Nature 
board has been re-erected, there was some alien 
clearing taking place when we arrived and Carlo 
is having ongoing talks about its future with the 
Municipal Manager at Mossel Bay. What it needs 
is a Champion, preferably from Heiderand to drive 
a clean-up, make some new paths and signpost 
some of the many interesting plants that live there. 
Gouritzmond to the west is a very good example of 
what can be done. Amongst others, we saw Diosma 
aristata (Critically Endangered), Agathosma muirii 
(Vulnerable), Carpobrotus muirii (Near Threatened), 
Erica dispar (Near Threatened) and Protea 
lanceolata (Least Concern). The Protea is currently 
Least Concern on the Red List, but probably needs to 
be downgraded (or upgraded) to Near Threatened. 
Ongoing coastal development and proliferating 
aliens are not diminishing threats. They are gaining 
momentum.

Extract from OUTRAMP Diaries 15 May 2017

Extract from OUTRAMPS Diaries 22 May 2017
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Here is the link to the project for Diosma aristata 
Reserve. www.ispotnature.org/projects/diosma-
reserve-heiderland-mossel-bay 

Annelise had to leave in a hurry in order to fight the 
good fight against introducing goats into Anysberg, 
which is positively teeming with rares and endemics. 
The onslaught against our indigenous plants is 
constantly there and it is becoming more and more 
difficult to protect them from the many forces that 
are threatening to destroy them.

Having completed the count we moved on to Erf 
19201 Mossel Bay, which has been nicknamed 
“Sandra’s stukkie grond”. It is a vacant piece of 
ground overlooking the bay and is surrounded 
by industrial type businesses. It is currently 
earmarked for a hospital, but Sandra Falanga is 
trying to stop the development, because of the 
threatened plants that grow there. Amongst 
others we saw Leucadendron galpinii (Vulnerable), 
Euchaetis albertiniana (Endangered), Erica dispar 
(Near Threatened) and Carpobrotus muirii (Near 
Threatened). There are a number of other rares, but 
this is a bad time of the year for flowering plants. 
They are very thin on the ground in Midwinter. 
Sandra already has an extensive species list to which 
we will add ITFOT. 

We have started a project for the property on iSpot. 
www.ispotnature.org/projects/erf-19201-mossel-bay

And finally, you may find this of interest...

Infographics on the benefits of 
Renewable Energy in Africa
Renewable energy is not just about low-carbon 
electricity. It is also about ensuring a healthy 
environment and living conditions for all people. 
It is key to reducing heat-trapping emissions and 
our water footprint.

climatereality.co.za/infographics

www.wessa.org.za

As always, feel free to forward to others. And as always, all errors are entirely mine!

If you wish to unsubscribe – just let me know.

Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN

044 873 4203 086 646 5458
wessageorge@isat.co.za

www.facebook.com/wessa.eden


