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The GCBR and Landmark Foundation Education continue to collaborate on the Green Clubs Project.
 Green Clubs is a project where environmental/ green clubs are initiated and supported at primary and 
secondary schools.  The aim is to encourage environmental leaders, promote sustainable living, and highlight 
local and global environmental issues through awareness campaigns. The Green Club will initiate local projects 
that will serve the school and community.  These projects have socio-economic effects on the community and 
tourism is one of the focus points.  

INTRODUCTION HIKE 

Despite the rain and foggy weather, everyone was keen and
excited to go.  A brief introduction, guidelines and safety
procedures was presented prior to departing as we waited for
the rain to cease.  

The aim of this introductory hike is to obtain a full buy-in from
the learners to the concept of a green club.   For this reason the
grade 6 and 7 learners of Ruitersbos Primary were invited to an
introductory hike.  This hike enables the learners to experience a

guided encounter with the
natural environment.  It is important that this initial hike be close to their 
school and that it be an accessible walk for all the learners in terms of level 
of fitness.  It is also important that the hike includes a climb to a nearby 
koppie/hill where the whole town, including the school, is visible and in full 
sight. 
Once the hill/koppie is climbed learners begin to see their environment, 
their school in context to the rest of the town/village and other aspects 
about their community.  With guided discussions they begin to visualize the 

bigger picture and what they would like to see and change or encourage at their school and surroundings. 
They begin to create a future for their school and community.  This hike is mainly meant as an inspiration tool 
to harness the enthusiasm and commitment of their vision.  We had lunch at the top of the koppie.

SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE
We had the benefit of having two guides, Richard Jones and Koos Maya, from Cape Nature who were very 
knowledgeable and shared valuable information and experience with the group.  

 They were taught 3 Alien trees species and 3 indigenous plants.  



 We did an ecological evaluation comparing plantation vs natural
vegetation 

 The Geographical lay of the land was also discussed from above
as well as different vegetation types across the landscape.

 We visited a land beacon at the top of the hill/koppie and Andre
explained its purpose and its reference on a map. Learners had
to find the beacon on a 1:25 000 000 map back in class.  

VALUES AND ATTITUDES
The learners made some interesting realizations once they were at the top of the mountain about their school 
and what they could do to improve its appearance.  They were inspired to plant fynbos and to have more 
green surrounding their school.  They were also keen to remove some of the alien in their area.  They were 
most certainly beginning to become aware of their environment.  Awareness is the first step in change.  
Our education program is run by four guiding principles; these are the core of the education processes.  These 
are SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE, ATTITUDES AND VALUES. 

PARTNERSHIPS
Establishing a green Club requires discipline, structure, love for the
environment and strong partnerships.  The key to a successful
establishment and running of a green club is the complete support and
buy-in from the principal and staff.  We are fortunate that Mr Lewis’s
shares a love for the environment and is fully supportive of this
initiative. Thank you!  
Other collaborators such as CAPE NATURE, LOWER BREEDE RIVER
CONSERVANCY, etc. will bring new role models and leaders who will
play an important role in the learner’s lives. We thank these
organisations for committing themselves to this project.  It is
noteworthy to mention that due to the successes of the green clubs the Garden Route Casino Community 
Trust have allocated funds to initiate and support green clubs at various schools in the vicinity.  This will speed 
up the process and assist with the development of the club.  

RECOMMENDATIONS
A proposal to establish a green club was mentioned at our meeting straight after the hike.  The grade 6 and 7 
learners together with the school will need to decide on whether it wishes to establish a green club.  The 
parents’ support is also necessary and
they will need to be informed and buy-
into the initiative too.   This process is
very important because there is
ownership which takes place in the
decision.
Once the idea has been accepted, we
will proceed with a structure and year
plan.  This can be done in conjunction
with another nearby hike.  



CONCLUSION It is wonderful to see such enthusiasm from the learners.  Everyone came back wanting more 
hikes and more outdoor activities.  We hope all our guests enjoyed it and will join us again.
It takes a whole village to raise a child.   
We thank all the partners who see the possibility and are willing to commit to it.
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