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OUR VISION  | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.
OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects 
which promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

Newsletter September 2017

Dear Friends of the Environment,

it is quite extraordinary how something can be “faked” and can go “viral” on the web. Now I, too, have been caught out. 

The article “Knysna Fires : Five factors that produced the Perfect Inferno” that has been  widely circulated online was not 
written by Dr Guy Preston, but by Mark Dixon and can be found on https://gardenroutetrail.wordpress.com/2017/06/23/
knysna-fires-five-factors-that-produced-the-perfect-inferno. My profound apologies to both gentlemen and thanks to 
Lynne Thompson and Mike Viljoen who were the first to point out the error.

Happily U3A have secured the services of Mark Dixon to talk about the “Knysna Fires: Five factors that produced the 
Perfect Inferno”, at 10h00 on Friday 17 November. That is certainly something to diarise!

Join us for a 3km hike at Gouritzmond. 
This is an easy walk, partly on board 
walks, through five different biomes: 
Saltmarsh, Coastal Strandveld, Dune 
Thicket, Transitional Fynbos and Protea 
Fynbos.

The hiking trail was initiated by the 
Gouritzmond Conservancy Trust after 
Dr AnneLise and Jan Vlok researched 
and identified this unique ecosystem 
in 1999. Since the establishment of 
the conservancy area four hiking trails 
have been developed. These traverse 
the above mentioned biomes that host 
many species of birds, insects, reptiles 
and the like.

WESSA proudly presents

Sat, 9 Sept 2017

GOURITZMOND COMMONAGE HIKING TRAIL

The walk starts at 10h00
Donation of R50 for the 
benefit of the Conservancy

led by the Conservation Trust (founded 1994)

A least 14 endangered plant species and 
one red data sp. and the endangered 
butterfly (Poecilmitis brooksi teari) have 
been identified in the area.

Participants will receive a Hiking Trail 
Guide with short descriptions of all the 
numbered plant species encountered 
along the trail. Isabel Swart, Chairman 
of the Gouritzmond Conservancy will be 
our host for the day.

http://southerncapemobi.co.za/
index.php/local-info-region/
local-info-gouritsmond/item/101-
conservationtrust-bewaringstrust

Bookings are essential and more 
detailed information will be sent out 
soon after your bookings are placed. 
This event is now fully booked ! 
Waiting list only!

Contact Annemarie:  
angebhar@telkomsa.net  
Tel. 044 870 0086

https://gardenroutetrail.wordpress.com/2017/06/23/knysna-fires-five-factors-that-produced-the-perfect-inferno
https://gardenroutetrail.wordpress.com/2017/06/23/knysna-fires-five-factors-that-produced-the-perfect-inferno
http://southerncapemobi.co.za/index.php/local-info-region/local-info-gouritsmond/item/101-conservationtrust-bewaringstrust
http://southerncapemobi.co.za/index.php/local-info-region/local-info-gouritsmond/item/101-conservationtrust-bewaringstrust
http://southerncapemobi.co.za/index.php/local-info-region/local-info-gouritsmond/item/101-conservationtrust-bewaringstrust
http://southerncapemobi.co.za/index.php/local-info-region/local-info-gouritsmond/item/101-conservationtrust-bewaringstrust
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Sat, 16 Sept 2017

Sat, 14 Oct 2017

JOIN WESSA Eden for another BEACH CLEANUP!!

Mini SASS with Louw Claassens, Director Knysna Basin Project

9h00
Kaaimans beach

This forms part of the INTERNATIONAL 
COASTAL CLEANUP in September.

Harnessing the Power of People to Fight 
Ocean Trash

Nearly 12 million people and counting 
have been part of the world’s biggest 
volunteer effort to protect the ocean. Will 
you join us this year?

Today, plastic has been found in 62% of 
all sea birds and in 100% of sea turtle 
species.

A problem as big as plastic in the ocean 
requires a big response! By participating 
in the International Coastal Cleanup, you 
can make a difference. You’ll join millions 
of volunteers just like you, who love the 
ocean and want to protect it.

Supported by Ocean Conservancy 
(oceanconservancy.org) and PlasticsSA 
(www.plasticsinfo.co.za)

More info: 
Janet 072 3315057  
art@janetbotes.co.za

What is miniSASS?

It is a simple tool which can be 
used by anyone to monitor the 
health of a river. You collect a 
sample of macroinvertebrates 
(small animals) from the water, 
and depending on which 
groups are found, you have a 
measure of the general river 
health and water quality in 
that river.

Anyone can learn how to 
collect a miniSASS sample 
on a river. Once you have 
collected a sample you look 
for the different bug groups 
and score whether they 
were found. The score then 
tells you the health class of 
the river, ranging across five 
categories from natural to 
very poor.
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The appeal on the website  
http://www.minisass.org :-

Get your community, school or family and 
friends involved in monitoring a selection of 
your streams and rivers. In this way a map of 
river health across Southern Africa will develop. 
Communities can use the information and 
knowledge to illustrate the plight of their rivers, 
connect with other miniSASS samplers and 
investigate pollution sources.

So this is what we will be doing under Louw’s fun 
leadership. This will appeal to the young and young 
at heart particularly!

WESSA has long partnered this initiative.

The venue will be confirmed in next month’s 
Newsletter depending on the rainfall between 
then and now! We are targeting the Garden Route 
Botanical Garden, with Jubilee Creek the most 
probable alternative.

Forthcoming Activities

Date: 19-20 September 2017  
Venue: Pine Lake Marina, Sedgefield

Garden Route Interface Meeting - Call for registration

Researchers and pactitioners in conservation, 
tourism, agriculture, forestry, coastal and 
catchment management are becoming 
progressively more aware of the 
interdependence of social and ecological 
systems. Many practitioners and researchers 
are seeking novel ways to study and manage 
social-ecological systems and wish to learn 
more about the interface: the meeting point 
of different land uses, academic disciplines, 
methods, world views and cultures. There is 
also a growing need to look into new ways to 
monitor long-term change in social-ecological 
systems, using natural laboratories such as the 
Garden Route. The first Garden Route Interface 
Meeting is being organized to further explore 
these challenges and opportunities.

Themes of the 2017 meeting
The overall aim of the meeting is to connect 
research and practice to co-learn about, and 
promote effective management of, social-ecological 
systems and people-nature interactions. Based on 
a call for abstracts, approximately 30 presentations 
(oral and poster) were included in the programme 
along the following themes:

•	 Bridging	the	science-policy-practice	divide

•	 Learning	about	people-nature	connections

•	 Mapping	ecosystem	services	and	benefit	flows

•	 Establishing	long	term	social-ecological	
research	and	monitoring	sites	and	networks

•	 Experiences	from	social-ecological	systems	
research

•	 Development,	resource	use	and	transitions	in	
social-ecological	systems.

The meeting will be facilitated to maximize 
opportunities for dialogue, critical discussions and 
co-learning between researchers and practitioners.

Corita	Loubser	
Coordinator,	Sustainability	Research	Unit,		
NMU	George	Campus	
E-mail:	corita.loubser@nmmu.ac.za		
Tel:	+27	(0)44	801	5127		
Cell:	082	941	7869

http://www.minisass.org
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More info: www.vetplant.co.za/vetplantfees

More info: greenpop.org/hogsback-festival-of-trees

Date: 23-25 September 2017  
Venue: Calitzdorp Station 
 
Hours for the event are from 09:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on the 23rd and 
24th of September and from 09:00 to 15:00 on 25 September 2017.

Date: Wednesday 27 September  
Venue: Emmaüs, Hope Street 
 
Susan Gie: “A Journey to the Amazon Flooded Forest: 
The Beauty, Biodiversity, Ecology and People of the 
Mamirauá Sustainable Development Reserve”

10:00 = Tea, 10:30 = Meeting starts

Treeplanting Festival: 22-25 September 2017 
Eco-week: 25-29 September 2017  
Venue: Terra-Khaya Backpackers, Hogsback 

Vetplantfees 2017 – Calitzdorp Succulent Society

U3A Monthly General Meeting

Hogsback Festival of Trees & Eco-week

GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN

ARBOR WEEK 1-7 SEPTEMBER
Theme for 2017: Forest and water

The concept of setting aside a day for the planting of trees originated in America 
in 1872 when J. Sterling Morton proposed a tree planting holiday to be called 
Arbor Day. In South Africa, Arbor Day has been extended to a week and will be 
held this year from 1-7 September. The theme for Arbor Week this year is ‘Forest 
and Water’. 

http://www.vetplant.co.za/vetplantfees
http://greenpop.org/hogsback-festival-of-trees
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Every year the Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries selects two trees to be ‘Tree of The Year’. 
This year the two trees selected are:-

Blinkblaar-wag-n-bietjie (Ziziphus Mucronata) Buffalo-thorn - see picture.

Ebbeboom(Euclea pseudebenus) Ebony tree. 

The Buffalo-thorn tree (Ziziphus mucronata)

The Ebony tree is found mainly in Namibia and 
favours very sandy soil on dry river beds, while 
the Buffalo-thorn occurs in a wide variety of 
habitats. This is a very symbolic and spiritual 
tree. It is said that the young twigs which are 
zigzag are an indication that life is not always 
straightforward and the two sharp thorns found 
at the nodes face different directions, one facing 
backwards, representing where we have come 
from and the other facing forward indicating 
where we are going. African cultures have many 
beliefs and cultural practices attached to this tree. 
A twig from this tree is used to attract and carry 
the spirit of the deceased from the place of death to a new burial ground. Some believe that this tree 
protects against lightning.

A very adaptable medium sized tree, 3-10m in height which grows in all types of soil, which can 
withstand intense heat, cold, frost and drought. It has a non-aggressive root system. Deciduous, the 
leaves turn golden yellow in autumn. This fast growing tree attracts insects bees and birds. Found from 
the Western Cape to Arabia.

The indigenous nursery - 49 Caledon Street 
in George. The sale will include over 70 types 
of indigenous trees and a wide selection of 
colourful indigenous plants.

As usual, every year all week between the 1 
September and the 7 September we have a 
fabulous variety of indigenous trees for sale. 
So come and celebrate our local splendour 
and diversity. Meet our lovely volunteers 
who are looking forward to sharing their 
knowledge and passion with you. Plant a 
tree and make the world a better place 
filled with fresh air for our children and 
grandchildren.

You will find us at the Garden Route 
Botanical Gardens.

Nursery Times:  
Monday to Friday 8am – 5pm.  
Saturday 9am – 14.30pm.  
Closed on Sunday

The nursery has a wonderful selection 
of indigenous trees and plants, aloes, 
succulents, herbs and large bags of compost.

20% off selected Trees

• Clausena anisata

• Combretum 
bracteosum

• Dodanaea viscosa

• Ekebergia capensis

• Erethrina caffra

• Pittosporum 
viridiflorum

• Podocarpus henkelii

• Ptaeroxylon 
obliquum

• Rapanea 
melanophloeos

20% off Shrubs

• Dovyalis caffra

• Duvernoia 
adhatodoides

• Eriocephalus 
africanus

• Freylinia tropica 
(white)

• Grewia 
occidentalis

September 1-7 Arbor Week Tree and Plant Sale.
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The Environmental Education Centre was a buzz of activity during 
Science Week. The breakdown of schools and ages of the visitors is 
shown below as well as the activities and presenters.
 
Thembalethu Primary. - 6-12yrs x 125 and 13-17yrs x 84 = 209
St Mary’s Primary. - 6-12yrs x 115 and 13-17 x 18. = 133
Herold Primary. - 6-12 yrs x 9 and 13-17 x 4. = 13
Heidedal Primary. - 13-17 yrs x 29. = 29
Pacaltsdorp Secondary - 13-17 yrs x 124. = 124
Glenwood House. - 13-17 yrs x 8. = 8
Carpe Diem. - 13-17 yrs x 14 = 14

Presentations:

What happened at Science Week 2017 and who was there...

This year we will also have a few 
of the rare Ocotea	bullata,	Faurea	
macnaughtonii, and Black-hazel 
(Trichocladus	crinitus) available to 
discerning buyers.

With the approaching spring in mind, 
the nursery staff have all worked 
hard at having lots of plants in flower, 
ready to brighten up your garden 
after the recent very welcome rains.

For those that want to start a fynbos 
garden, or just add to your existing 
garden, our range of Proteacea and 
other fynbos will not disappoint you!

If you do not have space in your garden, you can buy 
and donate a tree for planting in the newly developed 
townships, or for planting in the Gardens. After the 
recent fire in Knysna or Plett a lot of people have friends 
that have lost their entire gardens and would love a gift 
of a plant to start re-establishing their gardens.

In addition, if the nursery 
does not have what you are 
looking for they will do their 
best to procure it for you.

Enquiries:  
Fadia 044 – 874 1558 
info@botanicalgarden.org.za

George Homeschool Group: 0-5 yrs x 19. 6-12yrs x 77. 13-17yrs x 14. 8+ yrs x 2. = 112

Mary Carr - Explanation of the 
Reserve - A map of the geological 
lay-out of the GCBR was presented 
and the importance of Biospheres 
as a means of conserving natural 
resources towards a more 
sustainable existence for all who 
lives inside a biosphere was 
outlined. After lively interaction, 
the youngsters were given the 
opportunity to assemble jig-saw 
puzzles, based on the GCBR map. 
This was a thrilling experience for 
the learners who expressed their 
glee without constraint!

Luami Zongagh – Wetlands - 
used models and visual charts 
to enlighten the learners on 
the scarcity of clean water 
globally and in the region. 
The youngsters were visibly 
shocked at learning just 
how limited water resources 
are in reality. She then 
explained how the structure 
and function of wetlands 
can contribute to purifying 
polluted water resources, 
based on results obtained in 
an area at De Rust.

André Britz - Carbon sequestration 
- spekboom planting - shared his 
experience with using Spekboom as 
a means of carbon sequestration, 
as part of the Jobs for Carbon 
Project in the GCBR. The learners 
were immediately engaged in 
preparing Spekboom slips for 
planting into tins with compost. 
They took great care and pride in 
the process and at the end of each 
day, hundreds of youngsters would 
descent on their favourite “oom” to 
collect their precious little trees to 
take home with them.

Grand total: 642 learners and 79 educators (teachers and 
home school parents). This is a great achievement and 
above the projected attendance required by SAASTA.

1) Gouritz Cluster Biosphere Reserve: in the Little Karoo, 
delegated three members to participate in the programme 
for National Science Week.
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served as biological indicators to assess the purity of the stream water. After identifying the species and 
scoring them on the MiniSASS analysis sheet, they were pleased to learn that the quality of the water in the 
stream was of good standing.

2) WESSA Eden had two presenters that participated during the course of the week. :

Janet Botes - Art and Nature - a member of the WESSA Eden Committee. 
Inspired learners to express their artistic ability on an exterior wall of the 
Environmental Centre. Their utensils were simple – brushes, hands and 
mud. The youngsters shrieked with joy as their creative juices flowed! The 
result? Salvadore Dali would have approved.

Louw Classen - Water Testing - Director of the Knysna Basin Project, 
assisted WESSA Eden with the water quality testing of a stream along the 
Mushroom Meander in the Botanical Gardens. The youngsters had great 
fun hunting for aquatic invertebrates under rocks in the stream. These 

3) Monica Vacarro, Landmark Foundation - “Environmental 
Intelligence”, led groups of youngsters into the forest for a session on 
Ecological Intelligence.

The aim of these trails was to learn how to use all their senses to 
recognise natural patterns and processes in nature that sustains the 
forest ecosystem and how one treads through a natural environment 
without feeling intimidated, but rather empowered to understand it 
better.. As a bonus, several youngsters emerged from the forest with a 
wattle sapling which they pulled out on route.

4) Keep Fin Alive - Esther Jacobs + interns, Plastic Pollution with particular emphasis on the marine 
environment.

5) White Shark Africa - Gibbs Kuguru + interns, Shark Conservation 

6) Peter Nilssen - Origins of Humankind

7) Peter Ginn - Birds of the Southern Cape

8) Colin Ralston - iSpot, an introduction

9) Case Rijsdijk - Life and Death of Stars

10) Lorrinda Hakimi, George Museum - “Soil is Life”

11) Priscilla Burgoyne - Microscopes and Classification Activity

12) Karen Claxton - Responsibility of People to the Natural Environment

Admin and Coordination - Karen Claxton, Priscilla Burgoyne, Kristen Hoek

In addition to the above, Priscilla prepared a screen presentation showing the biodiversity of organisms 
which can be found in the Southern Cape which was played on a large screen TV at the George Hospital. 
She also produced large posters showing the biodiversity of plant species in the southern Cape and the 
threat of alien species. These were on display in the George Library. Both the hospital and the Library have 
requested that these displays remain in place for another month due to public interest.

Congratulations to all those involved 
and thanks to the volunteers who 
assisted for the love of education.

See more:- #SASciWeek 
#TourismMeetsScience 
#WomeninSTEM #isayensi 
#GardenRouteBotanicalGarden 
#George
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Waste Disposal

Waste disposal declared disaster

GEORGE TRIES TO MITIGATE REGIONAL LANDFILL SITE IMPLICATIONS
PRESS RELEASE Release date: 18 July 2017 Immediate Release

SOUTHERN CAPE NEWS - The possible non-availability of space for the disposal of waste by the Mossel Bay 
Municipality was declared a disaster by the council at its monthly meeting on Thursday, 29 June.

While concerns regarding the 
unaffordability of a proposed 
new regional landfill site remain 
seemingly unaddressed by regional 
and provincial government just 
14 months ahead of its enforced 
use, the George Municipality is 
investigating and implementing 
several measures to try and 
minimise future refuse tariff hikes 
of up to 121%.

The George Municipality is one 
of four local authorities in the 
region which have concerns about 
projected costs of establishing 
and maintaining the new joint 
landfill site, which they consider 
unrealistically high yet are forced 
to participate in to comply with 
national environmental legislation.

The matter was highlighted during 
a George Municipal Special Council 
meeting on Monday (17 July 2017) 
when a motion was tabled to apply 
for R17-million from the Western 
Cape Department of Environmental 

Nowhere to dump

A need for a regional waste facility 
was identified as far back as 2006 
and the Eden District Municipality 
(EDM) was approached by the relevant 
B-municipalities - Mossel Bay, George, 
Knysna, and Plettenberg Bay, to start a 
process to establish such a facility.

Way forward

Mossel Bay Municipality is adamant much more would 
have to be done to entice residents to reduce, recycle, 
re-use and recover waste. However, even if Mossel Bay 
residents should do their utmost to reduce waste, the 
municipality will still not be able to dispose of items 
that cannot be disposed of through waste reduction 
and recycling.

Source : George Herald 39 June 2017 
http://www.georgeherald.com/news/News/General/191681/Waste-disposal-declared-disaster

Affairs and Development 
Planning to provide for the 
deficit the municipality would 
be unable to pay towards the 
establishment of the landfill site 
over the 2017/18 and 2018/19 
financial years. The motion 
was kept in abeyance to garner 
additional information, which 
councillors requested to inform 
the greater issue and will be 
tabled again in due course.

George Municipal Manager 
Trevor Botha said issues 
surrounding waste 
management and landfill 
were multi-faceted and 
required inter-governmental 
co-operation and financial 
solutions from all roleplayers. 
“The municipalities recognise 
the need for a regional landfill 
site and have been working 
very hard on our side to come 
up with solutions that will 
reduce costs,” said Mr Botha.

The background

Rapid population growth 
of the city and region has 
impacted on all aspects 
of municipal services for 
most local authorities. 
More people means 
more waste, which saw 
many municipalities 
dealing with waste far 
exceeding its relatively 
small disposal and 
landfill sites. In Eden, 
as landfill sites reached 
capacity, municipalities 
had to construct transfer 
stations and contracted 
to Petro SA to deal with 
excess waste, but this site 
too is reaching capacity 
and will close by the end 
of August 2018.

http://www.georgeherald.com/news/News/General/191681/Waste-disposal-declared-disaster
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The implications of the National 
Environmental Management: 
Waste Act, which requires massive 
reductions in waste and landfill 
space, has led to instructions from 
the Department of Environmental 
Affairs that local authorities 
participate in a joint regional 
landfill site (as opposed to each 
constructing its own) – with the 
ultimate purpose of reducing 
waste to the absolute minimum.

The Eden District Municipality 
commissioned studies into the 
identification of suitable land and 
cost estimations for a proposed 
regional site. Considerations 
for determining suitable land 
included soil formation taking into 
consideration factors such as the 
ability to safely, dig deep, the site 
location in relation to residences, 
and space large enough to 
contain the waste of at least four 
municipalities including George, 
Mossel Bay, Knysna and Bitou 
(Plettenberg Bay). Eden District 
Municipality indicated that cost 
percentages were, among other 
things, based on projected waste 
per municipality.

In May this year, Eden District 
Municipality communicated that 
the site had been purchased 
and the estimated annual costs 
for George Municipality will 
exceed R31-million – which is 
significantly more than the R11-
million budgeted for 2017/18 
(which is already a 15% hike from 
the previous year to alleviate the 
expected impact of using a new 
regional refuse landfill site) and 
R14-miilion for 2018/19.

In Monday’s meeting, Municipal 
Manager Trevor Botha said the 
affected municipalities were 
concerned that important 
operational matters – such as 
waste reduction efforts, consultant 
fees, asset procurement, 
operational costs and timeframes 
– were not being addressed 
satisfactorily in previous 

presentations. The concern is 
that some of the unspecified 
costs could have been avoided 
or addressed differently to 
reduce the contributions the 
municipalities are expected to 
pay.

The concerns are exasperated 
by the fact that, while the 
municipalities are individually and 
together taking significant steps 
to reduce future waste tonnage 
and overall costs, the capital 
outset for the establishment and 
maintenance of the site will have 
a significant impact, irrespective 
of tonnage.

The Eden District Municipal 
Managers Forum has appealed 
to the Western Cape Minister of 
Local Government, Environmental 
Affairs and Development 
Planning, Anton Bredell, to assist 
in the matter and minutes of 
forum meetings are provided 
to his office. To date Provincial 
Treasury has not issued the 
relevant certificate with 
regards to the unaffordability 
of the project to the relevant 
municipalities.

George Municipality’s stance and 
plans

The George Municipality 
recognises the need for a 
regional landfill site, but is highly 
concerned about the current 
proposed financial implications. 
However, the municipality is not 
going to wait until the matter is 
resolved or addressed, to start 
working towards waste reduction 
and other solutions.

The George Municipality will 
therefore be intensifying all waste 
reduction measures, including:

• The extension, in this financial 
year, of the current George 
Waste Transfer Station to 
incorporate a recyclable 
materials sorting facility and 
a composting site

• Inter-municipal co-
operation with other 
municipalities to maximise 
resources and reduce 
overall costs

• A concerted effort to involve 
Hessequa and Oudtshoorn 
municipalities in the hope 
to split joint costs by six 
instead of four. (Hessequa 
has an estimated 3 to 6 
years’ landfill space and 
Oudtshoorn 20 to 30 years’ 
available landfill space)

• Investigations into 
various waste recycling 
opportunities and related 
income streams

• Investigations into waste-
to-energy solutions

• Intensified awareness and 
waste reduction campaigns

• The pursuit of public-private 
partnerships to create jobs 
and income along as many 
waste streams as possible

 
CONTACTS

George Municipality 
www.george.org.za

Municipal Manager:  
Trevor Botha  
044 801 9065 
tbotha@george.gov.za

Distributed by:  
George Municipality  
 
Communication Department 
Media Liaison Officer: 
Athane Scholtz  
044 801 9111 ext 9512   
083 441 0331  
ascholtz@george.gov.za

Communications Manager: 
Chantel Edwards-Klose  
044 801 9160  
082 350 2420  
c-edwards@george.org.za
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NEW LANDFILL CAN’T BE DUMPED

Should the Eden regional waste 
disposal site project not kick off 
now, it will be environmentally 
disastrous for the municipalities of 
Mossel Bay, George, Knysna and 
Bitou (Plettenberg Bay).

Concerns about construction and 
annual running costs, apparent 
lack of consultation, a proposed 
by-law by the Eden District 
Municipality (EDM) that will 
discourage the recycling of refuse, 
and fears that the new landfill will 
not be ready when the PetroSA 
facility is closed on 31 July 2018, 
have been raised repeatedly 
by the George and Mossel Bay 
municipalities.

But, these concerns have been 
met with threats from both EDM 
Mayor Memory Booysen and the 
ministry of Local Government, 
who insist on compliance.

(See the related report by George 
Herald journalist Michelle Pienaar 
on page 3.) 
http://www.georgeherald.com/
News/Article/General/landfill-
crisis-looms-large-20170803

Cooperate or ...
In a media statement on 21 July, 
Western Cape MEC for Local 
Government, Minister Anton 
Bredell, said the site is vital to 
address waste management and 
environmental concerns and 
that municipal leaders are fully 
aware of this fact.

“Given the urgency of this 
project that is at a critical 
stage, the department and I 
will not hesitate to act if local 
authorities do not cooperate and 
comply with their constitutional 
mandate in this regard.

“Leaders stand for public office 
because they are willing to also 

make the difficult decisions that 
benefit their communities in the 
long run. In the Western Cape 
we are proud of our leaders 
that understand they serve 
the communities of today and 
tomorrow. I look forward to the 
ongoing co-operation in this 
matter.”

Asked what exactly the minister 
meant by the phrase, “I will 
not hesitate to act”, Bredell’s 
spokesperson, Rudolf van 
Jaarsveldt, said the statement 
is not a threat. “It should be 
considered to be a definition 
of intent. The minister will not 
hesitate to apply the law and to 
act in the best interests of the 
public in the Eden District.

“In terms of the Duty of Care 
requirement contained in section 
28 of the National Environmental 
Management Act, 1998 (Nema), 
the provincial minister has the 
responsibility and mandate to act 
and even consider laying criminal 
charges against municipal 
officials that are deemed to be 
in contravention of Nema or its 
regulations,” Van Jaarsveldt said.

Costs
The George and Mossel Bay 
municipalities have raised 
serious reservations about the 
affordability of the proposed new 
site. These two municipalities will 
collectively contribute most of 
the waste and fork out the most 
rands.

Even so, during the Municipal 
Managers’ Forum and the 
District Council Forum meetings 
held on 5 July, the mayors and 
municipal managers of all four 
municipalities reiterated their 
support for the facility. One of 
the issues of grave concern, 
however, is an apparent lack of 
consultation between the EDM 

and participating municipalities and 
the unexpected increase of about 
300% in projected costs since 2014.

At this stage the annual projected 
cost of the new landfill to George 
will be an unaffordable R31-million, 
based on current tonnage. George’s 
waste disposal and transport 
costs for the current financial year 
(2017/2018) amounts to R11-
million.

Earlier this year EDM assured the 
Mossel Bay council that their annual 
cost, in a worst-case scenario, would 
amount to R15-million. However, 
the municipality has since been 
advised by the EDM that the cost 
for the new facility would be R23 
264 465 by 2019/20. Van Jaarsveldt 
said the 300% escalation is because 
the tender process for the regional 
waste facility had not yet started in 
2014, and figures then were only 
estimates.

“Since 2013, amendments to 
the National Department of 
Environmental Affairs’ regulations 
on landfill sites and containment 
barriers caused changes in terms 
of the classification system of 
landfills, which escalated the cost. 
This is a matter that the provincial 
department is still in the process 
of negotiating with the national 
department. However, any revision 
of the 2013 regulations remains a 
national government prerogative.”

Mossel Bay Municipality regularly hosts 
open days to support waste recycling.

http://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/landfill-crisis-looms-large-20170803
http://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/landfill-crisis-looms-large-20170803
http://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/landfill-crisis-looms-large-20170803
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He said if municipalities 
minimise their waste, 
they will save. “This has 
been the key message that 
provincial government has 
been communicating to the 
municipalities for more than 
seven years,” Van Jaarsveldt 
stressed.

Admin fee
The administration costs 
levied by EDM further 
impacts the affordability of 
the site.

Van Jaarsveldt said EDM 
has modelled a number of 
contract administration cost 
scenarios and it remains 
open for negotiation. “I 

have therefore encouraged 
EDM and the municipalities 
to continue negotiating to get 
an acceptable level of service, 
as well as agreement on a 
reasonable ‘agency fee’ for EDM 
for managing and overseeing the 
regional waste site contract on 
behalf of the municipalities.”

No money
He said the Departments of Local 
Government and Environmental 
Affairs and Development 
Planning investigated all options 
to alleviate the cost burden, 
including looking at the nationally 
funded Municipal Infrastructure 
Grant (MIG) process to try to 
obtain additional funding, without 
success.

“The fiscal reality in South 
Africa is that there is no money 
available from provincial 
government or national 
government to fund this local 
government mandate.”

Refuse removal, refuse dumps 
and solid waste disposal are, 
according to the Constitution 
of South Africa, an exclusive 
competence of local 
government.

By Friday 4 August EDM will 
have awarded the tender for the 
construction of the new site. 
However, it is not clear whether 
a budget confirmation was 
done beforehand, or whether 
the contract stipulates terms 
“subject to available budget”.

Read previous article: Stern warning over landfill site: 
http://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/stern-warning-over-landfill-site-20170726

ARTICLE & PHOTO: NICKEY LE ROUX, MOSSEL BAY ADVERTISER JOURNALIST 
http://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/new-landfill-can-t-be-dumped-20170803

The Garden of Eden takes a Beating - Outramps 
CREW Diaries Monday 7th August 2017 (extract)

CREW Outramps News

WAGS hike on Wednesday was a 
circumnavigation of the Garden Route Dam. We 
were startled by how low the Dam has dropped 
in the last couple of weeks, due to the ultra-dry 

Our diminishing water supply 2 August 2017. 
It's amazing to see the Pine stumps still there. 
The Dam was built in 1980

conditions being experienced in the Southern Cape. What was even more surprising were the now exposed 
stumps of the ex Pine plantation in orderly lines. They are usually covered by the water. They were engulfed 
by the Dam, when it was built in 1980. Why haven’t they rotted? On the last stretch before we reached 
Pepsi Pools, there were lots of aliens, including huge Bugweeds, Pampas Grass, Black Wattles, Blackwoods, 
the Aussie Invader Fern and of course the ubiquitous Pines. Along the length of the hike there has been a 
praiseworthy attempt to deal with the Pampas Grass, but more needs to be done. Does anyone know who 
is in charge of this land?

http://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/new-landfill-can-t-be-dumped-20170803
http://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/new-landfill-can-t-be-dumped-20170803
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Interesting websites

KNYSNA FIRES’ REPORT UPDATE

The Knysna Municipal Fire Chief, Clinton Manuel, 
Municipal Manager, Kam Chetty and Executive 
Mayor, Eleanore Bouw-Spies presented the cause 
of the devastating fires that spread through the 
area on 7 June to members of the media today, 
Monday 14 August.

7 people were killed during the Knysna fires and 
hundreds of homes were destroyed. Hundreds 
more were severely damaged.

Manuel presented the vast scientific evidence 
to the media and said: “Looking at the evidence 
scientifically, evidence points to the origin of the 
fire as being on a clearing site in Elandskraal.

“Specific patterns of the burn scars on a farm, 
show a definite V-pattern that indicates with 
a high degree of certainty the site where the 
fire started. Just below this scar we have found 
evidence of man-made fire.

“Evidence further shows that it is this fire that 
spread due to the weather patterns of 7 June.

“I can confirm that the cause of the fire being an 
Act of God is dispelled,” added Manuel.

“We cannot say that this fire was started as a 
criminal act of arson, in other words, deliberately. 
This investigation and conclusion is up to the 
South African Police Services.”

Before the start of the presentation, Mayor Bouw-
Spies thanked the nation for their continued 
support of Greater Knysna and for keeping its 
residents in their thoughts and prayers.

“Following the fires we needed to decide whether 
we recreate what was there before or if we do 
things completely differently. We have chosen to 
respond to the disaster by finding innovative ways 
of becoming a disaster-wise community,” said the 
mayor.

“Some of the biggest culprits for the intensity of 
the fire were Invasive Plant Material. The Knysna 
Municipality plans to use that exact material to 
build labour intensive, cost effective fire resistant 
housing.”

She added that the fire has left the area with bare 
slopes that are extremely susceptible to erosion. 
“We’ve acquired erosion control materials that are 
made from the fibres of invasive plants and already 
these geo-textiles are being installed by municipal 
staff in the erosion hot spots.”

According to Chetty, the Western Cape Premier, 
Helen Zille’s office has set up the Garden Route 
Rebuild Initiative to support the rebuilding of the 
region.

Preliminary estimates, to address the infrastructure 
of disaster damage, totals R496.3 million for the 
entire region.

FIRE REPORTS RAISE MORE QUESTIONS

The release of AfriForum’s independent report 
on the cause and origin of the 7 June fires 
has caused many residents of Knysna, and 
interested parties from elsewhere, to question 
the official cause and origin of the fires as 
released by the Knysna municipality.

In short, fire chief Clinton Manuel found in 
his report that the fire was caused by human 
activity, when flammable material was 
introduced into the Elandskraal area - pine 
cones were found where no pine trees grew 

and stacked fuel such as planks were found nearby. 
He stated that weather conditions on the day 
fuelled this fire along.

In contrast, the AfriForum report – compiled by 
forensic scientist Dr David Klatzow – states that 
a lightning strike in the Elandskraal area months 
before caused underground smouldering which, 
fuelled by weather conditions on the day, flared 
into a full-blown blaze. This opinion is shared by 
several other people, notably the engineer and 
scientist Dr Wallace Vosloo.

Full article : Posted on: 07:30 Thu, 31 August 2017 
http://www.knysnaplettherald.com/News/Article/General/fire-reports-raise-more-questions-20170830  

Full article: Posted on: 18:14 Mon, 14 August 2017 
http://www.knysnaplettherald.com/News/Article/National/knysna-fires-report-update-20170814

http://www.knysnaplettherald.com/News/Article/General/fire-reports-raise-more-questions-20170830
http://www.knysnaplettherald.com/News/Article/National/knysna-fires-report-update-20170814
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Past extinctions point to a current and future 
biodiversity crisis

Dr Dave Hone Wednesday 19 July 2017

Rapid climate change is a unifying feature of ancient 
mass extinctions – how bad might it be now?

CONTROVERSY AFTER AFRIFORUM FIRE REPORT 

Posted on: 07:57 Thu, 24 August 2017 
http://www.knysnaplettherald.com/News/Article/General/controversy-after-afriforum-fire-report-20170824

At one level extinction is normal and natural. 
Most of the diversity of life on Earth that has 
ever existed is now gone, and all species will 
one day pass from being extant to being extinct. 
But although it is normal for species to die out, 
the normal rate is considered to be quite low. 
On average perhaps just one or two species 
go extinct in any given year out of all of the 
bewildering diversity of beetles, mammals, 
plants, microbes, worms, fungi and fish. In 
short, a tiny percentage of the literally millions 
of species.

The current rate of loss though, while 
naturally hard to measure (not least when 
we have perhaps only described around 20% 
of the species on Earth) is considered to be 
considerably higher.

The Uninhabitable Earth

warming, and so overwhelmed our capacity for climate 
panic, that they have occluded our perception of other 
threats, many much closer at hand. Rising oceans are 
bad, in fact very bad; but fleeing the coastline will not 
be enough.

Indeed, absent a significant adjustment to how billions 
of humans conduct their lives, parts of the Earth will 
likely become close to uninhabitable, and other parts 
horrifically inhospitable, as soon as the end of this 
century.

Even when we train our eyes on climate change, we 
are unable to comprehend its scope. This past winter, a 
string of days 60 and 70 degrees warmer than normal 
baked the North Pole, melting the permafrost that 
encased Norway’s Svalbard seed vault — a global food 
bank nicknamed “Doomsday,” designed to ensure that 
our agriculture survives any catastrophe, and which 
appeared to have been flooded by climate change less 
than ten years after being built.

II. Heat Death The bahraining of New York.

III. The End of Food Praying for cornfields in the tundra.

Famine, economic collapse, a sun that cooks us: What climate change could wreak — sooner than you think. 

By David Wallace-Wells July 9, 2017

I. ‘Doomsday’ Peering beyond scientific reticence.

It is, I promise, worse than you think. If your 
anxiety about global warming is dominated by 
fears of sea-level rise, you are barely scratching 
the surface of what terrors are possible, even 
within the lifetime of a teenager today. And 
yet the swelling seas — and the cities they will 
drown — have so dominated the picture of global 

See full article: www.theguardian.com/science/2017/jul/19/past-extinctions-point-to-a-current-and-future-
biodiversity-crisis

http://www.knysnaplettherald.com/News/Article/General/controversy-after-afriforum-fire-report-20170824
www.theguardian.com/science/2017/jul/19/past-extinctions-point-to-a-current-and-future-biodiversity-crisis
www.theguardian.com/science/2017/jul/19/past-extinctions-point-to-a-current-and-future-biodiversity-crisis
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wessageorge@isat.co.za

www.facebook.com/wessa.eden

IV. Climate Plagues What happens when the 
bubonic ice melts?

V. Unbreathable Air A rolling death smog that 
suffocates millions.

VI. Perpetual War The violence baked into heat.

VII. Permanent Economic Collapse Dismal capitalism in 
a half-poorer world.

VIII. Poisoned Oceans Sulfide burps off the skeleton 
coast.

IX. The Great Filter Our present eeriness cannot last.

See full article :  
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2017/07/climate-change-earth-too-hot-for-humans.html

http://www.wessa.org.za
www.wessa.org.za
http://www.facebook.com/wessa.eden
http://www.facebook.com/wessa.eden
mailto:wessageorge@isat.co.za
http://www.facebook.com/wessa.eden
 http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2017/07/climate-change-earth-too-hot-for-humans.html
 http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2017/07/climate-change-earth-too-hot-for-humans.html

