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BACKGROUND

Landmark Foundation has acquired and is managing a farm in Beaufort West under the project
– Sheperding Back Biodiversity.  As part of our community and school involvement we have 
engaged with two Crèches; Belindia Crèche and Sonstraaltjie Kleuterskool one in Beaufort 
central and one in Nelspoort respectively.

CRÈCHES PROJECT – ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 
The aim of this project is to establish and include environmental education at a very young 
age.  Habits are formed at a young age and this can influence the child’s life quite considerably.
The program is influenced by the curriculum and at the same time it enhances it by means of 
experiential learning. The program follows processes and these are meant to build character, 
values and self-integrity and leave a lasting internal understanding. 

We are happy to mention that Belindia invited their staff as well as other educators from 
nearby crèches.  Sonskynland invited their staff as well as keen and interested parents. (see 
attached register) This interaction and interchange of information and skills development is 
vital for the growth of the program and the development of the children. Thank you!

This is our third follow up visit and we are pleased to say
that the crèches are participating full heartedly.  
The WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM has been
implemented at Sonskynland and is in the process at
Belindia. Well done for this!

The first step is to initiate a WASTE MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM at the school and inside each classroom.  The
children are to play games around separating the trash and possibly compose a nursery rhyme 
that they can sing to.  There should be two bins in their classroom one for paper the other for 
plastic.  As we move on in this project we can encourage parents to bring their glass and tins to
the school.  There may be a recycling place where the school can sell it to.  As this evolves the 
crèche can become a centre where the community drops off their recyclables and the crèche 
can make money from it. 

SEED PLANTING
We had a seed planting session with all the teachers. Seed
planting will be introduced to the learning program.  Both the
schools have food gardens.  The children will be given the task of
planting seeds throughout the season.  The aim of this is to
encourage the children to take responsibility of the seed (“life”)
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and see it grow.  Every morning the children will be encouraged to greet their seed and water 
it and count the leaves and see it grow. There are many values that are
attached to this process including caring, responsibility and accountability.
Once the seeds are big enough they will be planted by the learners into the
food garden.  Now they have become completely responsible for the food
they eat, value it as such and will (together with the educators) look after its
well-being.  The seeds were graciously donated by the The Michael Bader
Trust of the Elephant Footprints Foundation.
www.elephantfootprintsfoundation.com  Thank you for the support.  The
seeds will be the starting point.

PAPIER-MÂCHÉ WORKSHOP
Papier-mâché is a very versatile medium.  There are
many applications that can be fun to do in the class as
well as very good for children development.  It is
inexpensive and easy to clean.

The recipe for the mixture is:
1 cup corn flour starch
½ cup cold water
Mix into a runny milky paste with no
lumps
Pour 1lt of boiling water into the bucket and stir till thick.
It will go transparent and thick like Vaseline.
For both the workshops (seed planting and Papier-mâché)
we used recycled and re-used materials.  We planted the
seeds in egg boxes and the papier-mâché requires

newspaper and re-used containers. 
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STATE OF THE PLANET PRESENTATION
This presentation is essential for the
understanding of our present world.  Information
is very fragmented and the environmental crisis is
so vast and on so many levels that it is difficult to
grasp what it is that can be done by individuals
(each one of us).
I often find people saying that the problem is too
big and that one person is not going to make a
difference.  This presentation puts things into
perspective; it unpacks the main global issues and
gives clear guidelines as to where to begin. We
dealt with subjects such as OVER POPULATION,
WATER, WASTE, ENERGY and how we CAN change it.  There was a very positive reaction to this
presentation and many parents said their eyes were opened and now they know where to 
begin.  We are very excited about this and will continue to encourage this with their children. 

I take this opportunity to thank
the Principals at both of the crèches for their
commitment to a better future for the children
in their care. A special thank you goes to Eurica
Pettinger (Belindia Creche) and Roneshia Links
(Sonskynland, Nelspoort) for their dedication
and support of this environmental program, the
preparation and hard work that went into
making it happen.  Also to Zelna a community
leader who has made herself available to assist
the crèches and others who may be interested in
initiating such a program at their school.  A special mention goes to the parents and other 
educators from the various crèches for participating in the workshop and willingness to 
collaborate and bring environmental awareness as part of the education program at the 
crèches. 
Please follow the link for more pictures 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/LandmarkFoundation/photos/?
tab=album&album_id=1666260993408166

In Education

Monica Vaccaro
LANDMARK FOUNDATION EDUCATION
GREEN PROJECTS
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