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WESSA Eden at the 
Outeniqua Family Market

OUR VISION  | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.
OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects 
which promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

Newsletter December 2017

Dear Friends of the Environment,

the year draws to a close and you are probably totally focused on 
all that Christmas involves – but if you have the time and interest in 
other topics, read on...

WESSA proudly presents

Sat, 9 Dec 2017

We hope to see many of you at our 
stall where our primary topics are 
recyle /reuse waste – particularly 
plastic! Janet – our creative one 
– has created an artwork out of 
plastic...come and see!

See how to collect and thus contain 
all those little snippets of plastic in 
plastic bottles which can be used as 
building blocks.

The other major topic is Invasive 
Alien Plants – a topic that Nics is 
passionate about.

8h00 - 14h00

Our new young Committee 
members will be supported by 
Annemarie, Roz and Monica.

Michele Schubert will be 
demonstrating the use of 
Wonderbags – always a popular 
topic. 

Monica and Michele are very 
involved in the Kos en Fynbos 
Permaculture project which 
is now in its 4th amazingly 
succesful year. Speak to them if 
you are interested in this project. 

This article shows that Governments are at last taking this threat to the environment seriously...
but we too, can do our bit!

‘Zero tolerance’ plan eyed for plastic pollution  
A plan for zero tolerance of plastic pollution of the 
oceans may be agreed by nations at a UN environment 
summit.

Governments are being asked to move towards a legal 
treaty banning plastic waste from entering the sea.

At the moment ships are prohibited from dumping 
plastic overboard but there’s no international law 
against plastics flooding into the sea from the land.

Experts say ocean plastics are an obvious subject for 
a global treaty: plastics present a large-scale threat.
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be in broad agreement on the need for tougher 
action to combat the plastics crisis.

http://www.bbc.com/news/science-
environment-42190678 

GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN

Electronic waste collection
The Garden Route Botanical Gardens, which plays 
and important part in conserving and studying the 
critical fynbos floral kingdom as well as providing 
a public space where people can enjoy a beautiful 
environment, is planning to collect electronic 
waste (e-waste) to off-set the costs of running the 
Gardens. E-waste however, needs to be stored 
against the elements and as we all know, storage 
facilities are costly. Does anyone out there have a 
garden shed or old container that can be donated 
or made available at a reasonable cost to the 
Botanical Gardens? 

If you can help in any way 
please contact Klaus Schroder  
at the office on 044 874 1558  
or send him an email at  
manager@botanicalgarden.org.za 

Plastic pollution doesn’t recognise international borders.

Delegates in Nairobi preparing the way for the UN’s 
environment ministers meeting next week are said to 

Blue Flag in Knysna Municipality
Pat Nurse reports: “Herewith some photos that I took of Steve, Lorna and I ( WESSA Knysna Committee) at 
the Blue Flag raising ceremony at Brenton on Sea on 30 November. The Mayoral party then went on to do the 
same at Buffalo Bay but we did not go along. 

The Mayor was there and the Environmental Manager Pam Booth. The two environmental monitors that go 
with Blue Flag can be seen in the Blue shirts.”  

Turn your radio on...
Fred Orban hosts a weekly radio program known as KUS TOT KRUIN on SFM radio 90.1. 
Listen in on Thursdays at 11h00.  
His style is to be positively informative and educational rather than dooming and glooming.

Art in the Garden 
1 to 10 December 2017

Carols by Candlelight 
3 December 2017 

Zumba Fitness Classes 
9 December 2017

Be-Jazzeled (music event) 
10 December 2017

Permaculture Talk 
14 December 2017

Loads happening 
in December at the 
Bot Garden:

Frogging Evening 
15 December 2017

Funking the Fynbos 
(music event) 
16 December 2017

Mesemb Talk 
19 December 2017

Picnic in the Garden 
with Kaleidoskoop 
23 December 2017
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Here is a report from Outramps members, Sandra 
Falanga and Bill Turner, on the 2 day seminar 
hosted by the Southern Cape Landowners 
Initiative (SCLI)

CREW Outramps 

In opening Prof Fabricius of NMU advocates that 
Knysna should bounce back in its rebuild to a caring 
place. “To return to the old Knysna would be a trap”. 
The rebuild community has to use leverage points 
for transformation and within a socio-ecological 
framework establish greater equality in order. …“ 
to be and become worthy ancestors”. He referred 
to a friend’s quote “How to get out of a hole – stop 
digging”.

The very worthwhile symposium of the Southern 
Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI) brought together 
various layers, perspectives, disciplines and people. 
Many of these would not intersect in day-to-day life. 
Clearly it has become a common task to rebuild, but 
also to review the drought and fire events which in 
many ways defied some pre-held conceptions. The 
firestorm left trauma in its wake, this was noticeable 
during several presentations. A wee peek and some 
points to ponder- for detailed updates - join the 
Buchu bus:

• Following her keynote address in a Q&A Premier 
Helen Zille touched on ‘Managed Aquifer Recharge’. 
After abstraction, aquifers are recharged by partially 
treated waste water. 

• Pam Booth, environmental manager at Knysna 
Municipality, as from June the 12

• The timber industry was hit hard and we caught an 
emotional undertone whilst Heine Muller of PG Bison 
explained the magnitude of accelerated harvesting 
and the stockpiling of timber (for up to four years). 
The ramped up scale of the operations to save the 
timber has required fast tracking of equipment, 
labour, methodology, infrastructure and even 
assistance from Mpumalanga and KZN. To preserve 
soil, heavy machinery on high flotation tyres travel 
only on brushed tracks of the de-branched, harvested 
pines. Eleven new borehole wells irrigate the stacked 
timber 24/7 at a rate of 50mm per day in order 
to preserve it. The anaerobic conditions prevent 
rot, fungus, insect access. He claims the eventual 

Garden Route Environmental Seminar Day 1 

Garden Route Environmental Seminar Day 2

2,8km long stockpile of logs will be noticed from space, 
together with the gaps in the Stormers’ backline! 
Demand for timber for agriculture dropped due to the 
drought (i.e. vineyard structures). Heine has been very 
helpful to the Outramps CREW monitoring Team on 
their trips to Spioenkop, Ruigtevlei.

• Dr Tineke Kraaij’s (now at NMU) presentation re 
post- fire vegetation recovery, the nature of the fire, 
its intensity and a pie chart analysis of vegetation in 
which the fire occurred - dovetailed with the Outramps 
findings and answered many of the group’s questions. 
The fire was intense. Recovery is slow. The humus 
layer burnt which may affect available seed stores and 
recovery. It is now very clear that to assume thicket 
succession in a Fynbos dominant landscape would 
exclude or retard fire, is mildly put, a folly.

• Although Dr Dave Edge of Brenton Blue fame has 
found substantial regrowth of Indogofera erecta, the 
larval foodplant of the Brenton Blue Butterfly, the 
butterfly and the ants it is associated with have not 
emerged yet. I am very happy to report that he is 
incredibly interested in butterflies and vegetation in 
Mossel Bay, including the Diosma reserve. Looking 
forward to positive collaboration with him.

Thank you SCLI & the many role-players. Well done! 

Sandra Falanga 
082 578 4953 
sandra.falanga@gmail.com

22 of us met over a cup of coffee at the Nautica 
Restaurant on Friday at 08.30 after which we set off 
on in a motorcade on the field visits.

First stop was at the Brenton Blue Butterfly Reserve, 
where Dave Edge enlightened us. This is a 2 hectare 
reserve characterised by coastal fynbos and thicket. 
Here there was already good regeneration of clusters 
of a fine grass-like sedge and much regenerating 
bracken. Pterocelastrus tricuspidatus (candlewood) 
skeletons were also showing early resprouting. 
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Several Indigofera erecta, which is the food source 
of the BBB, were also emerging. Unfortunately no 
surviving BBB have been demonstrated after the fire 
thus far, but as the larvae feed for part of their lives 
underground on the roots of I. erecta, there is hope 
that survivors will re-colonise the reserve. They are 
also dependent on a symbiotic relationship with a 
species of ant of which no survivors in the reserve 
have been noted as yet.

Next stop was on the top of the Western heads 
were we could see most of the extent of the Brenton 
area fire. Here again there was good regeneration 
mainly of grass-like sedges, P. tricuspidatus was also 
resprouting here and there. There was also a fair 
scattering of small alien rooikrans seedlings. It was 
felt that these would be best removed by hand rather 
than spraying with herbicide. In other areas the burn 
looked relatively bare. These were mobile dunes 
originally mainly stabilised with rooikrans, so now 
prone to erosion on steep slopes and gullies post fire, 
which is of concern.

Next stop was at the Featherbed Reserve. Again 
there was active regeneration as before, however 
there is a major problem with erosion on the steep 
slopes and embankments flanking the access road. 
Here the management is working hard to prevent 
further erosion with large “sausages” consisting 
of biodegradable wood waste wrapped in netting, 
and also similar biodegradable matting. Plant 

regeneration on these steep slopes is sparse and 
the possibility of hydro seeding with Teff was 
discussed. Teff is an annual grass which would 
provide dense cover initially but then make way for 
the underlying natural seeds.

Last visit was to Susan Campbell’s property, which 
is 80 hectares lying in a valley just behind the 
coastal dunes between Brenton and Buffalo Bay. 
The recent ecological controlled burn, carried out a 
few weeks before the main conflagration, borders 
it to the north. The area consisted of coastal fynbos 
and thicket. The Campbell property showed severe 
fire damage with relatively sparse regeneration. 
However resprouting P.tricuspidatus, Elaeodendron 
croceum (saffron) and even some resprouting 
milkwoods (Sideroxylon inerme) were noted. Sadly 
a visitors rest camp with overnight facilities was 
totally gutted. In contrast, veld regeneration in 
the neighbouring controlled burn is much more 
advanced. 

I was fortunate to travel this last leg with Peet 
Joubert, Benjamin Walton and Keith Spencer, 3 
professional ecologists whose observations I found 
inspiring.

We finally enjoyed a picnic lunch, well organised by 
Cobus Meiring.

Bill

STOP PRESS – News just in (28 November 2017)  

The Brenton Butterfly is back 
About 3 Brenton Blue Butterflies have been found and some eggs have been laid, so all is not lost.

And from  www.gardenrouterebuild.co.za

HELEN ZILLE PRAISES GARDEN ROUTE REBUILD 
INITIATIVE: “NEW MODEL FOR DISASTER MANAGEMENT.”

Western Cape Premier Helen 
Zille has praised the Garden 
Route Rebuild Initiative as a 
model for disaster management 
and reconstruction in the wake 
of catastrophe.

Speaking at the Southern 
Cape Landowner’s Initiative’s 
Environmental Seminar 2017, 
which took place at Brenton-on-

Sea on November 23, Premier 
Zille said that the seven work 
streams established by the 
GRRI’s coordinating committee 
have already achieved 
extraordinary results.

“This year has been particularly 
challenging for the Western 
Cape,” she said. “While we’re 
currently experiencing the 
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worst hydrological disaster of the 
century, the Garden Route was 
dealt a heavy blow when fires 
driven by wind speeds of up to 90 
km/h swept through the area.”

She said the response was 
outstanding.

“Provincial and local authorities, 
rescue agencies, NGOs, the SAPS, 
the SANDF, the private sector, and 
the public at large rallied to deal 
with the immediate challenges, 
like relocating the most vulnerable 
people during the catastrophe.

“Following the devastation of the 
fires, the Provincial government 
took decisions to constitute the 
Garden Route Rebuild Initiative, 
and also to make R75 m available – 
not only for the Garden Route, but 
also for other places that required 
assistance.”

Ms. Zille said that it was important 
to establish a dedicated team to 
coordinate efforts to revive the 
region.

Dr. Hildegarde Fast, who leads 
the Western Cape Government’s 
Energy Security Game Changer, 
was seconded to manage the 
programme, and the GRRI 
steering committee – which 
includes representatives from the 
Eden District, Knysna and Bitou 
Municipalities, as well as national 
and provincial departments – now 
meets every fortnight.

“The Garden Route Rebuild 
Initiative is very much an ongoing 
project – and one that will become 
a model for the management of 
disasters and reconstruction, and 

perhaps even a tool that we can 
use before disaster hits,” said 
Ms. Zille.

SITE VISITS

Ms. Zille conducted a number 
of site visits during her time 
in the Garden Route: she 
inspected the erosion mitigation 
and hydro-seeding projects 
at Brenton-on-Lake, the 
project to rebuild 45 houses 
and install services for 150 
shacks destroyed by the fire 
in Knysna’s White Location, 
and the saltwater desalination 
plant in Plettenberg Bay. She 
also met with the political and 
administrative leadership of 
Bitou Municipality in the council 
chambers in Plettenberg Bay.

Speaking at that meeting, Dr. 
Fast said that authorities were 
in the habit of responding to 
disasters in a certain way – but 
that the GRRI is doing three 
things differently.

This will make a significant 
contribution when dealing with 
other, similar catastrophes.

“The first thing that we’ve 
done differently is to establish 
a project management 
office outside of the three 
municipalities, but with the 
participation of officials from 
those municipalities.

“Secondly, we’ve developed a 
partnership with the private 
sector, which has raised 
money for the disaster – and 
representatives of the donor 
fund are intimately involved 
in the GRRI: they attend our 
steering committee meetings 
and our work stream meetings, 
and they’re part of the planning 
process, which means that they 
already understand the vision 
for projects for which we need 
funding.

“And the third thing we’ve 
done differently is the way 
we’ve approached the concept 
of disaster recovery – which 
previously meant restoring the 
status quo to what it was before 
the disaster struck.

“We’re saying, no: we want 
a different, better Bitou and 
Knysna, where people are more 
prosperous, more integrated, 
and better housed than they 
were before.”

“Under our motto to ‘Build Back 
Better’ we have, for example, 
developed a new vision for the 
region as a skills hub, and we’ve 
also developed a strategy to 
improve the housing situation 
– a strategy that the three 
mayors and their municipal 
managers and officials will ratify 
when they meet on the 11th of 
December,” said Dr. Fast.

She said that the rebuild 
strategy – with its six 
pillars of tourism, light 
manufacturing, local business, 
skills development, urban 
planning, and environmental 
management – has been 
presented at community 
meetings in Knysna and Bitou, 
where the strategy has been 
warmly supported.

Premier Zille congratulated 
everyone involved with the 
Garden Route Rebuild Initiative.

“I’m very excited about the 
GRRI because it’s showing us 
how we can turn the corner 
in a crisis, and that – despite 
frustrations and challenges – it 
is possible to come up with 
new, innovative solutions to 
turn disaster into opportunity,” 
she said.

More information:  
www.gardenrouterebuild.co.za 
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The Green Butterflies visited the Mosselbay Penguin Sanctuary on 8 
November as part of their environmental education program at the school. 
They collected soaps, towels, gloves etc..and made a cash donation to this 
little sanctuary. The children are learning about conservation and how not 
only is it important for them to go out to nature and enjoy it but also to 
make efforts and look after it. This is the perfect opportunity. We thank 
LandCare for making funds available for the Green Butterflies to hire the 
bus and for their lovely picnic along the way. This program forms part of the 
Green Clubs Project. We collaborate with GCBR in the Van Wyksdorp Primary 
Green Club Project. 

In Education, Monica Vaccaro

Our Committee member Janet 
Botes attended the public meeting 
regarding the management plan 
for the Kaaimans Estuary:

Me and 4 other people - largely 
guys from the ski boat club. 
Coast Wise Consulting has been 
appointed by the DEA to manage 
the process leading to the Estuary 
Management plan. Some of the 
things presented and discussed 
include: 

• An introduction to what 
an estuary is, a look at the 
biodiversity of the Kaaimans 
Estuary

• The process they are following 
to acertain what level of 
management is needed 
for the estuary - which 
includes the scoping phase 
or situation assessment; and 
the Objective Setting phase 
(which entails identifying the 
following: Vision/Objectives, 
Geographical Boundaries, 
Spatial zonation of activities, 
Management activities, 
Integrated monitoring plan, 
and Institutional capacity) 

• The main issues that 
impact the biotic and 
habitat health of the 
estuary is identified as an 
insufficient quantity of 
water, due to abstractions 
and the dams in the rivers; 
which causes siltation/
sedimentation and the 
sand plug at the mouth 

• With George dam wall 
planning to be raised, 
water flow to the estuary 
will be lessened even more. 

• Water quality was raised 
as an issue - possible heavy 
metals, as well as runoff 
from agriculture and 
urban/household/septic 
tanks. Monitoring of the 
water quality is to be made 
a priority as a research 
activity. 

• I raised the issue of litter, 
which was later mentioned 
as an opportunity for job 
creation. I mentioned 
that a lot of it is by the 
fishermen - it has been 
noted. 

• At this stage it is 
recommended to be a priority 
estuary in need of formal 
protection, including making it 
a no-take zone. Big questions 
around this: why was it 
decided not to protect the 
estuary before now? Is the 
fishing for subsistence or for 
recreation? And who would 
enforce the no-take regulation 
if it is passed? 

• It is said that George 
Municupality would be the 
managing body for the 
management of the estuary, 
however, it is disputed 
whether it should be their 
responsibility. It was later 
said that it could be grouped 
together with Maalgate 
and Gwaing estuaries and 
managed as such. 

Kaaimans Estuary public meeting (held November 2017)

LANDMARK FOUNDATION EDUCATION - GREEN BUTTERFLIES UPDATE

https://www.facebook.com/pg/LandmarkFoundation/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1772700386097559
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• The members from the boat 
club is pushing for a road to 
be built to Kaaiman's beach 
/ mouth for launching their 
boats - they perceive the 
upcoming upgrade of the N2 
next to the Kaaimans as an 
opportunity to build this road. 

• Cast nets are being used by 
fishermen, which is an illegal 
practice 

• Social development or 
livelihoods is an aspect that 
needs to be included in 
the plan, with paid beach 
cleanups and alien vegetation 
clearing some possibilities. 

• The carrying capacity of the 
estuary was mentioned - in 
other words limiting visitor 
numbers - along with the 
measures already in place 
(gates) to limit and control 
access. 

• Climate Change was 
mentioned, as heavier storms 
and drier conditions between 
floods will have an impact on 
the estuary. I mentioned that 
sea level rise would also have 
its own impact, and it has 
been noted. 

• The possibility of removing 
the causeway was mentioned

• Overall in the Estuary 
Manangement Planning it is 
being discussed that the  
5 meter contour or 
estuarine functional zone 
should be increased to 10 
meters. 

• On a comment form I 
proposed the creation 
of a campaign (by GM?) 
to incentivise, educate 
or otherwise encourage 
rainwater harvesting 
and greywater system 
development or installations 
by home owners, which 
would lessen the water 
demand from George dam.

Claude, Annemarie, Roz, Monica, Nics and Janet join me in wishing all our 
readers an enjoyable, stress free Festive Season with family and friends 
and a positive start to the New Year with loads of achievable resolutions 
particularly regarding water use and waste reduction and recycling.

As always, feel free to forward to others. And as always, all errors are 
entirely mine!

If you wish to unsubscribe – just let me know.

www.wessa.org.za

Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN

EDEN BRANCH

044 873 4203 

086 646 5458

wessageorge@isat.co.za

www.facebook.com/wessa.eden

Make this from empty toilet rolls!

Until next year !!!!!!

Seasonal greetings!


