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OUR VISION  | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.

OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects which promote public 
participation in caring for the Earth.

Dear Friends of the Environment,
A MESSAGE FROM THE RETIRED CHAIRMAN
“It is with regret that I vacate the chair of the Eden Branch of WESSA, due to family
commitments.
When I joined this Branch only 3 years ago as Treasurer, little did I know how far I
would get involved in environmental matters in the region, nor how persistent were
the Committee members to ensure that the message of knowing and protecting  your
environment was delivered to the members and friends of WESSA.
Neither did I know that I would be forced into the Chair !
It was gratifying to see so many people attending and enjoying the outings prepared for them. Obviously the 
region has so many diverse facets to be explored, that we only had the choice to select. I discovered that 
there is much talent in the local residents, and it only need to be activated.
Fortunately for me, the Committee members have been in the area for several years, and have acquired a 
serious knowledge of the environment. Committee meetings often had to be brought to order due to the 
amount of matters discussed – and never anything not connected to the agenda !
I am thankful to WESSA for getting me involved in so many matters which made me discover the George 
environment. I am thinking not only of the outings, but also the participation in the National Science weeks, 
where we connected with school pupils, the requests from concerned people who are trying to remedy 
wrongdoings  in environment such as at estuaries, water supply dams and sewage pipelines. Although you 
are blessed in George with a very well run municipality, there is room for improvement, and a greater 
cooperation with the residents.
WESSA, and George residents, now have the opportunity to get seriously involved in major environmental 
matters since the Garden Route Biosphere Reserve was proclaimed by UNESCO in June 2017. You need to 
support the people who have taken the initiative to get to this recognition.
To the members in George and environs, I would appeal to make yourselves available to join the Branch 
Committee. It only meets once a month, and the tasks are not arduous – but it needs commitment.
What we have done in the past is mostly looking at environmental matters, but WESSA is also a wildlife 
society – so may be some more emphasis could be given on exploring local wildlife. We have done so in the 
sea/estuaries environment, but what about the forests which are so full of life ?
To the many friends my wife and myself have made in the outings, we offer our thanks for your participation,
and trust that you will continue to support our Branch, which is highly thought of by the Head Office 
Management.
Claude Marechal”



GUIDED WALKS in the Fransmanshoek 
Conservancy
 
Our walks:
Rangers of
the
Conservancy

will be guiding walks over mostly
private land which is otherwise not
accessible. There will be a
moderate distance option of 5km (~2.5-3hrs) and a more 
challenging distance option of 8km (~4hrs).
Please bear in mind that there will be some sections that 
entails walking on soft sand, but this is mostly downhill.
Meet at 08h00 at the
Fransmanshoek Point
for an introduction
and briefing, where
the longer route will
begin. 
The shorter route walkers would need to be transported to our
office, at the Vleesbaai campsite where they would most likely 
start the guided trail at around 08h30 or 09h00. 
Both routes will end at the Fransmanshoek point where we can
lunch.
What to bring :-
Wear suitable clothing (sunhat, sunglasses) - particularly footwear. 
Take a walking stick, camera, binoculars and lots of water. Bring a 
picnic lunch, chairs, sun shade, liquid refreshments and anything else
to make your day enjoyable! Also a bathing costume as there will be 
opportunities to swim after the walk in a protected bay at the point.
 
Location:
Fransmanshoek Conservancy is situated approximately 35 kilometres
west of the town of Mossel Bay.
 
www.facebook.com/fmhconservancy/?ref=page_internal 

Saturday 10 March

Meet 08h00

Bookings close 8 March 
wessageorge@isat.co.za 

Fee R50 for the benefit of the 
Fransmanshoek Conservancy 
and WESSA Eden projects.         
Children free, Donations 
always welcome!

mailto:wessageorge@isat.co.za
http://www.facebook.com/fmhconservancy/?ref=page_internal


WESSA Eden AGM, Venue Enviro Education Centre , 
Garden Route Botanical Garden.  
Speaker Monica Vacarro. 
As well as being a WESSA Eden Committee member  Monica runs the

LANDMARK FOUNDATION
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

 THE WORLD IN THE HANDS OF OUR CHILDREN
                                            “Educating who?”

In an age where there is an abundance of information freely available,
advanced technology that can connect us all to one screen and 
machines that can take us anywhere we need to go to, why is it that 
some of the very basic information is not getting through! Yet, this 
“basic” information is actually encrypted in our DNA and somehow 
we have lost it and fail to see the very elementary of what we are 
doing wrong. 
What is “missing” and how do we revert to understanding things from
deep within so that it is inside of us rather than having to be taught 
how to do things? 
It starts at the beginning , at the base, at home! An education 
program should not be a regurgitation of information in a very noisy 
world.  It should be a life changing experience so that it changes us 
within.
Landmark takes a look at what is required to change a society from 
within. How we are going to go about change in a collective manner? 
Where do we start and what will we need? 

“A child is only as good as his/her elders have shown and encouraged 
him/her to be.”   - MV

 Saturday 14 April  10h00 -12h00

Eco-friendly Architecture at de Rust Saturday 26 May 10h00 -15h00

 



OUTRAMPS CREW Diaries Monday 26th February 2018 extract:-
The Gouritz Biosphere meeting on Tuesday in Oudtshoorn was fascinating. It was also incredible to see what
a few passionate people can achieve. All the talks were interesting, but Wendy’s detailed story of the 
Projects that have been undertaken and planned by GCBR was nothing short of miraculous. Lots of jobs are 
being created and whole communities have been lifted out of despair. And all these things have been done 
by a mere handful of people with a vision. It is awe-inspiring! Annelise also talked about the changes to 
Anysberg, where large tracts of land have been added to this magnificent Reserve. It is teeming with new 
species and Rares. There is no question that Jan and Annelise Vlok have been the drivers of this wonderful 
Anysberg initiative. 

Outramps CREW Diaries Tuesday 20th February 20118 - iNaturalist course extract :-, 
Back to School
Dr Tony Rebelo of SANBI came from Cape Town to give an iNaturalist course during the week. This is part of 
SANBI’s Citizen Science Project. They are in the process of relocating their Citizen Science Virtual Museum to
iNaturalist. This is an interactive website for photos of flowers, birds, mammals, fungi, reptiles and sea 
creatures. By posting their observations, citizens from all walks of life contribute to providing data for 
research and providing a record for future generations. It is a wonderful forum to display your photos and 
it’s all a great deal of fun.
It kicked off on Thursday morning with 80 Grade 9’s at Glenwood High School. They took to it like ducks to 
water. Working mostly on iPads and cellphones, their grasp of modern technology is amazing and they were 
soon “Going Like a Boeing”. In the afternoon we moved to Nelson Mandela University at Saasveld for a 
couple of hours with staff and students of NMU in their state of the art computer lab. On Friday we had to 
divide the course into morning and afternoon to accommodate the huge interest shown, mainly by 
conservancy members and the Outramps. A contingent of 5 from De Hoop led by Adrian Fortuin (De Hoop 
Reserve Manager), were very welcome visitors. Five delegates from Mossel Bay Municipality involved in 
environmental affairs were there, with two rangers from the Swartberg Reserve. In the afternoon, it was 
mainly the more experienced iNatters, who were given glimpses of what the website can do. An example of 
how to do a species list was greeted with awe and produced lots of “Oohs and Ah’s” An exciting journey of 
discovery lies ahead, as it becomes obvious that we are currently only scratching the surface of the immense
possibilities offered by the iNaturalist website.
So a very big thank you to Tony and to Dr Anton Schmidt of Nelson Mandela University. We are hugely 
grateful for the use of the Computer Lab at no cost and for the arrangements, which went so smoothly. 
Everything is done with a minimum of fuss, making it a pleasure to work with both Tony and Anton.
 Baie dankie Menere.
Di Turner                                                                             di@strawberryhill.co.za 
The Outramps CREW Group, Southern Cape



Touw River Conservancy   Community Hack Event- The Old Cattle Dip, Wilderness Heights
Date: 10 March, 2018
Time: 9:00-13:00
Location: The Old Cattle Dip, Whites Road (Erf 223) just before Watsonia Avenue on
your right hand side if traveling towards the junction with 7 Passes Road
What to bring: Closed shoes, long pants, gloves, water, sun protection, hazard
glasses, ingredients for a bring and braai, tools for clearing alien vegetation (tree
poppers, hand saws, sprayers, pangas, spades etc).

Come and join the Touw River Conservancy and partners in a community event to take the clearing 
of invasive alien plants in public spaces into our own hands! The half day event will focus on doing 
some follow up clearing at the Old Cattle Dip, a historic site in Wilderness Heights. Bring tools, 
enthusiasm and friends and let’s get stuck in to being land stewards for our area.

Management of invasive alien plants can be an overwhelming and daunting task but if we band 
together and work as a community we can be much more effective, and have some fun at the same
time!

We will be sharing techniques and methods for clearing wattle, bramble, lantana, blue gum and 
other invasive species and will end-off the event with a bring and braai near by.Let’s get active in 
conserving and protecting our amazing home.
Please RSVP to Caroline at carolinedianehall@gmail.com by 5th March 2018  
Matthew Koehorst,     Chairperson of the Touw River Conservancy
More details in the separate attachment.

Will FOOD become as Scarce as WATER?

The Wilderness Ratepayers and Residents Association (WRRA) will be hosting a talk of great relevance to us 
all next Tuesday evening, 27 March.  Kobus Pienaar (Farming for the Future’s Food Security and Supply Chain
Transformation Specialist) will give us a revealing look at the challenges facing local and global food security.



How on earth can we keep feeding ourselves – growing, harvesting, processing, packaging, transporting, 
marketing, consuming and disposing?
Farming for the Future is Woolworth’s initiative to help farmers grow quality produce while protecting the 
environment, preserving natural resources and reducing dependence on chemical fertilisers, herbicides and 
pesticides.
Pienaar is a qualified soil scientist who himself farmed organically for many years.  He will share his wealth 
of experience and particular passion with us on Tuesday, 27 March, 6:00 for 6:30 pm, at the Wilderness 
Hotel & Spa.  Everyone welcome.  Entry is R10 for Wilderness Ratepayers & Residents Association members 
and R20 for non-members (and your opportunity to join the WRRA).  There will be a cash bar for pre-talk 
socializing.
For further information, contact John Miller 084 959 4243. 

Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN

044 873 4203

EDEN BRANCH

wessageorge@isat.co.za

086 646 5458

www.wessa.org.za

www.facebook.com/wessa.eden


