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impact on this small community.

Monica maintains our facebook page 
which is an attempt at reaching out 
to a younger “clientele” Whether or 
not we have affected the outcome of 
Brexit or the American presidential 
elections is not proven, but if we have, 
we apologise profusely!

Both Monica and Annemarie ( as 
professional educators ) are very 
involved in getting the Enviro 
Education Centre off the ground.  

Ingrid Vis has just recently joined 
the team and thanks to her we had a 
power point presentation.

I (Christine) have now served on this 
Committee for 10 years and started 
off with

Henk Alting, Alan Cook, Robert Hall, 
Paul McDaid, Lorraine McGibbon ,Lee 
Ryding &, Roz Schubert.  Of these Lee 
and Robert have passed away,  Paul is 
no longer able to participate, Lorraine 
has relocated to Cape Town and Henk 
has concentrated on the Botanical 
Garden. 

His BIG project for 2018 is the co-
ordination of collection of wattle 
galls to be made available at the Bot 
Garden for people to collect and 
spread. He will use the members of 
the WEEDS Forum and others to get 
something more systematic going. 
Volunteers contact Henk please!

OUR VISION  | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.
OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects 
which promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

Newsletter MAY 2018

Dear Friends of the Environment,

another financial year has passed and the AGM was again the appropriate time to review the past 12 months …... 
So herewith the report presented to the 22 participants.  

As we currently – again - lack 
a Chairperson, it falls to me 
(Christine) to summarise the past 
year with WESSA Eden.

We have had to say goodbye to 
our Chairman, Claude Marechal 
and his wife Margaret, who left us 
at the beginning of 2018 to move 
closer to their family. 

Thanks to him our monthly 
Committee meetings usually 
remained on track despite 
attempts at sabotage by the Hen 
House. 

Claude – as a retired water 
engineer – has been very active 
in contributing his expertise and 
experience to the ongoing battle 
for clean rivers here in George. His 
departure has been a huge loss 
for us as we currently have no-one 
who has the capacity to deal with 
this.

We have welcomed new, younger 
energetic individuals to our 
Committee  - only to lose them 
again to other pressures involving 
employment. 

We thank Janet Botes and Nics 
Schwim for their energetic 
contributions and for lowering 
the average age of the Committee 
albeit only briefly.

But they are not lost forever – they 
will assist  us when opportunity 

WESSA AGM Committee Report 2017-2018

and time permits. In Janet's case 
adding style and elegance to our 
monthly Newsletter.

I have not actually looked back at 
all the past AGM reports, but I am 
fairly sure that at each and every 
one there has been an appeal by 
the incumbent Committee for 
volunteers to step forward – and this 
year is sadly no exception.

The current Committee comprises 
of of Roz Schubert, who has briefly 
again taken on the role of treasurer 
for this AGM only. Thanks for 
preparing the financials with Nics 
and presenting the report here, 
Roz. Roz has served on WESSA 
Committees now for over 30 years.

Annemarie Gebhardt has organised 
our outings which have been 
great successes both numerically 
and financially. Our emphasis has 
been on visiting environmental 
organisations and donating the 
funds raised by the participants 
straight to the host organisation. 

Monica Vacarro wears so many 
hats that we consider ourselves 
extremely fortunate when she wears 
a WESSA hat. But that is not really 
the point, as she is playing a major 
role in food gardens in both the Kos 
en Fynbos programme (now into its 
4th year ) here in George and the 
Kos en Karooo at van Wyksdorp ( 
wearing a Landmark Foundation hat) 
which is having a massive positive 
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So what does that tell us? This is 
basically the problem – but not 
only with WESSA. 

Hidden Valley in Karatara to see how 
over the many years that they have 
lived there through ongoing control, 
aliens can be kept out and indigenous 
plants and trees cherished. 

We had long hoped for the 
opportunity of walking the 
Gouritzmond Commonage Trail and 
in September we were joined by 50 
other interested individuals to visit 
the Conservancy. After an introduction 
and refreshments with Conservancy 
members the party was split into 
groups and led along the Trail by 
Rangers from the Fansmansheok 
Conservancy. A wonderful example 
of networking and co-operation – 
and we raised over R2000 for the 
Gouritzmond Conservancy.

These kind of events tend to be 
supported by the more mature 
individual whilst our other September 
activity – Coastal Clean Up on 
Kaaimans Beach brought about 30 
younger individuals converging on 
Monica and Janet to fill lots of bags 
with rubbish. And this despite drizzly 
weather!

In November – just 5 months after 
THE Fire – we visited Pledge Nature 
Reserve. After virtual annihilation it 
was a very optimistic Nanna Joubert 
and Pat Nurse who showed our 22 
visitors around the reserve delighting 
in any sprouting greenery – well 
except for the Invasives of course! We 
were able to donate over R 1000 to 
the Pledge Trust.

Looking back at the Minutes of April 2008 :

Membership per April 2008 totaled 125.  

Now, in 2018 – we are down to 68 active members and 65 listed as 
non-active, ie lapsed, membership subs unpaid.

In 2008 of the total membership there were only 38 
senior (65 +) (30%), 

Now there are 40 seniors which is more than 60%.

2017 ended with our AGM held in 
the evening with Dr Enrico Gennari 
as speaker and everyone finding a 
Cheese and Wine evening very much 
to their taste!

And of course we learnt lots about 
shark research and protection too!

Our monthly activities are 
supposed to be an enjoyable way of 
experiencing something whilst at the 
same time raising funds for the host 
organisation.

Following fires in the Plantation 
adjacent to Plantation Road in 
Heatherlands which led to the trees 
being removed and a large open 
space being created, in April we 
tried to organise a hack with the 
Neighbourhood Watch. This was 
a failure as very few Neighbours 
attended but still 14 individuals 
including Committee members and 2 
paid workers made quite a dent in the 
Pampas Grass and Bugweed.

May was a walk in the Milwood 
Forest led by SAN Parks Rangers 
where 26 participants ensured that 
funds amounting to R1200 were 
raised for our coffers.

In June we repeated a successful 
event at Herold Wines with a walk to 
the Bushman Paintings with invasive 
alien clearing explained en route 
followed by a delicious lunch and 
more information on paintings and 
history spontaneously launched by 
Hugo Legatt which was enjoyed by all.

All organisations, be they 
environmental or service 
orientated are going the 

But we nonetheless had a very enjoyable, busy and profitable year....

Activities 2017-18 :

During the school holidays I tried 
organising a further Hack zapping 
aliens in the same area as before 
in Heatherlands. The core group 
were supposed to be school 
children, but by the last day of 
the July holidays we capitulated 
and with only one learner and 
his parents and 12 mature 
participants we laid into the 
wattle saplings which could easily 
be plucked from the ground 
and reckon that over 6000 (six 
thousand!) wattles were removed 
before they became hard work 
and expensive to remove.

The theme of dealing with 
Invasive Aliens continued at the 
end of July with a talk by Gabriel 
Scholtz, a SAN Parks officer 
passionate about removing 
invasive aliens in the buffer zones 
around the Parks. Sadly the 
turnout was very low – just 20 
individuals, virtually all of them 
already converted to the cause!

August was busy month for 
several of our Committee 
members. For the first time 
Science Week was held at this 
venue (Enviro Education Centre) 
and Annemarie, Claude and Janet 
as well as Monica wearing her 
Landmark hat were busy for the 
duration.

The August outing was more in 
our usual vein – we had been 
invited to Jenny & Stewart Herd's 

same way, a drop in membership 
numbers and no regeneration age 
wise ….
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Our first event of 2018 – and the 
last in this financial year – was a 
re-visitation of the Fransmanshoek 
Conservancy. Our initial visit and 
guided walk turned out to be rather 
challenging for our clientèle, so 
this time we offered a challenging 
walk and a more moderate one. 
Perhaps our points of reference have 
changed  - or we have simply got 
older and less fit …! But everyone 
managed to return to the starting 
point having had an excellent day 
out in this beautiful Conservancy led 
by knowledgeable rangers from the 
Conservancy. And we could express 
our appreciation with a Donation of 
over R 2000.

So, a huge vote of thanks to all those 
individuals who have joined us on 
our tours and in addition to having a 
good time and learning something, 
have financially aided deserving 
organisations. This is what we will 
continue to do in the future.

Referring back to the drop in WESSA 
membership, one must ask the 
question – why continue with a 
Committee? 

Who are we representing – and why?

But then we see a good number of 
non-WESSA individuals who enjoy 
participating in the events that we 

organise and we always hear 
that WESSA is a respected brand 
throughout the country which 
gives us a little more clout in those 
spheres where we CAN become 
actively involved.

Our monthly Newsletter - which is 
a collation of environmental news 
harvested from various sources 
– reaches over 2500 individuals 
in the area covering Mossel Bay, 
George, Oudtshoorn Knysna and 
Plett. 

Recipients include SAN Parks, Cape 
Nature, NMU employees and other 
environmental organisations and 
their representatives. 

Of course the Press is included 
but the bulk of recipients are 
individuals who have in some way 
come into contact with us.

We receive the occasional 
complimentary remark from 
readers of the Newsletter which is 
always heartening.

And thus we hope to continue 
as in the past years, but with the 
Enviro Education Centre now 
starting up, we hope to do even 
more here than in the past. We 
have just financed the purchase of 
a printer for the Centre and have 

relocated the educational goodies 
that Lorraine left behind. The printer 
was a good buy at R3000 and if 
anyone present would like to make a 
donation to help cover the cost – the 
Treasure Chest is over there! 

BUT without additional man/woman 
power on the Committee we find it 
increasingly challenging.  

Without fresh blood we may 
well come to a grinding halt 
which would be a great shame. 
Volunteering to join the Committee 
is not about endless meetings and 
discussions – it is about following 
your own particular interest or 
strength and sharing with others.

We all do what we can as and when 
able to.

We are happy to welcome Irene and 
Peter Ginn to the Committee.

And more are welcome!!!!

WESSA proudly presents

Saturday 26 May 

10h00 -15h00

A Road tour to discover Eco-Friendly 
Architecture at De Rust

Join us on a tour to visit two Eco- Champions, Joel Immerman and 
Pieter Smit, to witness their ingenious approaches to architectural 
designs and life-styles aimed at reducing their carbon footprint in 
their living spaces.   

This has proved so popular that the 
tour was fully booked within the 
week! Congratulations to all of you 
who made it!!!

We can only offer waiting list at 
present so please e-mail Annemarie: 
angebhar@telkomsa.net  if you are 
interested.
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U3A  presents 

Louw Claasen: “Life on the Rocky Shore”: 

          Friday 18 May              Time to be advised - at Herolds Bay              Cost R10 non U3A members

Louw will present another of her inimitable talks and live demonstrations on the beach at Herolds Bay to 
explore the rocky shore biodiversity in the area.  She will share examples of the fascinating adaptations of 
these shore creatures that enable them to survive the fierce onslaught of harsh elements such as exposure to 
the glaring sun, fluctuating tides, wind and fierce wave action.

Further details of the meeting point and time (determined by tidal conditions!) will be published nearer the 
time. Contact Mike: 044 620 2589.    Or Christine wessageorge@isat.co.za 

 Update on PLEDGE NATURE RESERVE, KNYSNA

Since our last report a lot has been going on.  The 
plans for the new Office Block, Environmental Centre, 
Ablution Block and Manager’s Residence have been 
refined by CMAI Architects, who are doing this work 
for the Reserve  pro bono.  These will now go back 
to the Knysna Municipality who will be funding 
them, through their Lighthouse Project. This is a fire 
resistant structure and a new concept for this area.

A small group of volunteers led by Trustees Nanna 
Joubert and Pat Nurse, spend at least an hour of 
their time on Weeding Wednesdays, pulling out 

should plant a tree, 
which would equate 
to at least 1.2 million 
trees. The Rotary Club 
of Knysna ran with this 
theme and Rotarian 
Theo Bohlmann was 
the man in charge. They 
agreed that they would plant 160 trees in Pledge in 
partnership with the Rotary Club from Chatsworth 
KZN. 

Recovery Since the June 7th 2017 Fire

Protea Seedlings emerging in 
the fynbos area. 

some of the 
millions of alien 
wattles,Rooikrans 
and Port 
Jackson that are 
germinating in the 
Reserve. We are 
hoping to get more 
assistance with 
labour from the 
Municipality and 
SANParks through 

their EPWP, but we will be looking to employ or 
find a volunteer supervisor to work in the heavily 
infested areas on steep slopes, so that the “good” 
plants and not pulled out with the “ bad”.  At the 
top of the Reserve in the fynbos area, it is fantastic 
to see how many proteas have seeded and are now 
growing very well after their fire stimulation. 

The big event was a Rotary Tree Planting which 
took place on 29th March. This current Rotary Year 
has been designated by the International Rotary 
President from Australia, Ian Riseley as Rotary: 
Making a Difference. As part of this initiative it 
was suggested that every Rotarian world wide 

Tree planting 4  Bob Allan 
and Doug Emanuel (president 
Knysna Rotary) 

Much planning went into to ensuring the 
holes were dug, the correct trees for our area 
ordered, compost delivered, a watering system 
set up using water pumped from our ponds into 
storage tanks above the plantings ( in case we 
didn’t get enough rain to ensure the survival of 
the trees) etc. 

All was set for the 
big event with tables 
for information 
displays set up 
around the ponds 
and snacks and 
refreshments 
after the planting. 
Unfortunately, the 
weather did not 
co-operate, and 
the longed for rain 
arrived on 29th March! Luckily Theo and Co had 
a plan B, which came into effect on Wednesday 
28th March. A lot of the trees were planted by 
Pledge’s own labour on this day, leaving some 
more accessible ones for 29th.  In the rain at 10.00 
am on 29th the contingent of Rotarians from 
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the Fairy 
Knowe 
Hotel, 
Wilderness

Chatsworth arrived with their families and met up 
with members of the local Rotary Club and Rotary 
Anns, together with the Trustees and Mervyn Crous, 
the Manager. We split up into two groups, the ladies 
going to plant the trees in Circles in the Forest and 
the men up the Cape Ash Trail. Within an hour the 
trees had been planted and many photos taken. 
There was then time for a change of clothes and a 
clean-up before we all met up at the Log Inn at noon 
for all the speeches, presentations and a light lunch, 
kindly organised by the Knysna Rotary Club. 

Most of the P.N.R.s Trustees had a chance to talk. 

plans for the new 
buildings;  Nanna 
Joubert spoke 
on the amazing 
recovery of the 
plants in the area 
and of how many 
new species she 
keeps discovering 
and Pat Nurse spoke 
on the fact that 

Peet Joubert spoke 
on the history of the 
Reserve and how it 
had been formed, 
with WESSA as the 
Founding Trustee and 
also S.C.Johnson & Son, 
the makers of Pledge 
Furniture Polish;  Richard 
Wilkinson elaborated 
on the fire damage and 

100 species of birds have been recorded in the 
reserve. The special thing is that Knysna is the only 
town in South Africa that has bird species named 
after it, Not ONE but THREE, and they have all 
been recorded in Pledge. 

It is to be hoped that this event will lead to more 
collaboration between more of Knysna citizens  
and this very special Reserve, The Green Heart of 
Knysna. 

Pat Nurse, Trustee and WESSA Representative.
Rotary Anns Presidents 
Fern Emanuel Knysna, 
Merasha Moodley  
Chatsworth KZN  
planting a tree  

Pledge Trustees Pat and Nanna 
with Rotary Anns  Jaqui, Jean, 
Fern and Jill

Touw River Conservancy Announces  
2ND ANNUAL CONVERSATIONS IN CONSERVATION EVENT  
this May

The Touws River Conservancy are 
repeating their very successful 
“Conversations in Conservation” event 
on Saturday 26 May.

The Touw River Conservancy, a 
community group dedicated to 
championing custodianship of the Touw 
River catchment by collaborating with 
land owners, government bodies and 
NGOS is organising their second ever 
“Conversations in Conservation” event 
this May in Wilderness. 

The event  is taking place on the 26rd 
of May 2018 from 9:00 until 14:00 at 
the Fairy Knowe Hotel in Wilderness. 
The event will bring together experts 
and members of the general public 
to share stories and information on 
local conservation related issues in the 
region. Conversations in Conservation 

will consist of a series of inspiring and 
informative speakers, followed by a ‘conversation 
market’ with a variety of conservation-related 
stands and stalls present including local advocacy 
groups, indigenous plant nurseries, government 
representatives, collaborative mapping exercises, 
upcycled artworks and more. 

Matthew Koehorst, Chairperson of the 
conservancy says, “come get involved with local 
conservation initiatives in our beautiful region- 
learn from experts, connect with like minded 
locals, and share your stories and progress at 
this unique event for the area. It’s all about 
collaboration, sharing ideas, and celebrating 
successes and learnings”.

Topics during the event will include reflections 
in the  Knysna fires and the impacts to the 
environment, information on alien invasive plant 
control in the region, biodiversity talks on unique 
animal species found in the area and more. 

Saturday 
26 May

09:00 – 14:00

Free, 
donations 
to the 
Touw River 
Conservancy 
welcomed
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“Come and join us as we connect and learn about 
the magic of our area, and how best to protect our 
beautiful nature. There will also be plants for sale, a 
plant ID table and more-it’s going to be super!”, says 
Sine Strydome, the Conservancy’s Treasurer. 

Stands will focus on the following topics and 
offerings: Indigenous plant sales, indigenous 
plant identification  (bring specimens with leaves, 
flowers and fruit if possible!), local indigenous 
nurseries and landscapers, biodiversity and human/
wildlife conflict management, clearing and invasive 
plant management contractors, citizen science 
opportunities, mapping ‘hotspots’ for conservation 
concern in the area and more. 

There will also be opportunity to sign up to be 
a member of the conservancy for R100, and a 
community raffle with funds raised going to support 
conservation efforts in the area. 

Please RSVP to the Secretary of the  
Touw River Conservancy, Caroline Hall at  
carolinedianehall@gmail.com 

For media related inquires contact  
Matthew Koehorst   
matthew@sixkingdoms.org, 076 6189 722

The Conservancy hopes to make the event a bigger 
and better success than last year so come along and 
get involved in Conversations in Conservation. Various 
stalls of environmental organisations – including 
WESSA Eden! -  will be manned during tea time (ca. 
10:30-11:00) and from 12:30-13:30.

More details were not available at the time of “going to 
press” so please contact Caroline or Mathew directly.                            

WESSA Eden will be among the exhibitors.  
Come and chat to us!

Press Release: Issued George Municipality, 3 April 2018

The George Municipality is 
considering urgent measures to try 
save local trees from a new borer 
beetle infestation and is appealing 
to citizens to help report signs of 
infection.

George Municipality Director 
Community Services, Walter 
Hendricks, said reports of the 
Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer (PSHB) 
or Euwallacea fornicatus and its 
associated fungus killing trees in 
other parts of the country sparked 
an investigation into possible 
local infestation. “Our fears were 
confirmed and advanced infection 
was detected in several large trees 
in Donneraile Square, Van Riebeeck 
Gardens and Camphersdrift. This was 

PUBLIC APPEAL TO REPORT NEW BORER BEETLE THREAT TO TREES

just a cursory investigation to confirm 
the threat, but we expect to discover 
more. George is a tree-rich city and 
we are concerned for our residential 
trees as well as surrounding farms 
and forestry,” said Hendricks.

The PSHB beetle is relatively new to 
South Africa and a possible viable 
commercial chemical fungicide is 
currently only available wholesale. 
The George Municipality and other 
local role players are meeting with 
University of Pretoria Professor 
Wilhelm de Beer of the Ambrosia 
Beetle Working Group next 
week to discuss possible control 
strategies. “The municipality will 
also be consulting with other local 
authorities to investigate all options 

in dealing with this disease as 
effectively as possible,” said 
Hendricks.

The PSHB and its fungus was first 
discovered in South Africa during 
a routine survey for tree pests 
at the KwaZulu-Natal Botanical 
Gardens last year. It is a 2mm 
long ambrosia beetle native to 
Southeast Asia and carries several 
fungal species with it. It bores 
through the bark into the sapwood 
of trees and inoculates the fungus 
into living wood. The fungus 
grows in the beetle’s tunnels and 
serves as food for its larvae. In 
susceptible trees the fungus can 
spread through the sapwood 
causing disease and even death.
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The situation is worsened by the fact 
that the beetle and fungus is not host 
specific but seems to be affecting 
a wide range of indigenous and 
exotic trees, including Chinese and 
Japanese maple, plane trees, Kapok 
trees, paper bark acacia, wild plum, 
dwarf corral and common corral. 
Overseas surveys have also indicated 
susceptibility of important crop trees 
such as avocado, macadamia, pecan, 
peach, orange and grapevine.

Symptoms most seen on trees in 
George so far are small elevated blue-
black lesions on the bark resembling 
shotgun wounds or cigarette burns. 
Other symptoms include patches 
of white powdered wood on the 

bark surrounding entrance holes 
of beetle tunnels and blotches of 
oozing resin on the bark.

The municipality appeals to the 
public to inspect the trees on 
their properties as well in parks 
and sidewalks and to report the 
occurrence of symptoms to parks@
george.gov.za Please include the 
physical position or address where 
the trees are standing as well as 
the symptoms. Photographs of 
the extent of the infections are 
welcome. 

Samples of infestation of 
trees by the PSHB beetle in 
Donneraile Square. These trees 
showed signs of dying off.

A member of the WEEDS Forum, Alec Poynton, SC Regenerative Agri,  
(0828748519, apoynton@mweb.co.za) writes: 

I have had reasonably good success at eradicating olive borer beetle using this  
product: http://realipm.com/index.php/products/real-metarhizium-anisopliae-69/

If anyone wishes more detailed information I have a PDF of a paper by Wilhelm de Beer and Brett Hurley of FABI on 
the “Polyphagous Shothole Borer Beetle” or Euwallacea fornicatus. Researchers are asking for the help of the public 
in gathering data re the spread of this most undesirable visitor from Southeast Asia. (I am not attaching as the file is 
too large for many recipients of this Newsletter (6,42MB))

More information can be obtained from cobus@naturalbridge.co.za 
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Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN
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044 873 4203 
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