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Newsletter AUGUST  2018 OUR VISION  | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.
OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects which 
promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

Dear Friends of the Environment, 

this Newsletter is rather late this month 
as I was in Europe “enjoying” the 
extraordinary high temperatures and only 
returned early in August.

As I  complete this month’s Newsletter, 
about 60 intrepid travellers are being 
shown the geological highlights of the 
Klein Karoo by Peter Ginn, Paul Rixom and 
Colin Ralston. The scenery will be at its 
best  today ( Women’s Day )with sparkling 
clear skies and a nip in the air.

I am sure that everyone will return a 
little tired, but hopefully exhalted by the 
beauty of the scenery – and a better 
understanding of how it was formed. 

Thanks to the geologists who generously 
share their time and expertise (yet again!) 
with us laypeople.  And thanks to the 
participants for joining us and supporting 
a fund-raiser for our coffers. 

Peter Ginn is also our Chairman and 
his wife, Irene, has kindly taken on the 
position of Treasurer. Ingrid Vis who also 
organised and escorted the tour is our 
Vice Chairperson. 

And whilst reporting on what our Committee has been up to – this is 
what the Knysna Committee has been doing:-

WESSA KNYSNA COMMITTEE’S TRIP TO ADDO 
ELEPHANT BACK SAFARIS

On Wednesday three of the Knysna Branch Committee were treated 
to a two night trip to 

Addo Elephant Back Safaris luxurious lodge in the Zuurberg 
Mountains. The other two Committee members were unable to 
come along.

This was a thank you gesture from Ian and Lisette Withers , the 
owners of the Knysna Elephant Park, for all the work the local 
committee does in protecting the environment. The Withers were 
the backbone of the committee for many years but have recently 
had to pull back due to an increased workload. We were driven to 
the Lodge by the Withers in their Combi and then taken on various 
game drives in the area to see the other game on the farm and to 
look at the unique mix of different vegetation types . 

On the way home Ian made a detour through part of the Addo 
National Elephant Park so we could see some of its elephants and 
other game.

The Committee wish to thank the Withers most sincerely for their 
wonderful gesture.

In the photo (R to L) :  Steve Gettliffe (Chairman) Ian Withers, Lisette Withers, 
Mike Peters (Committee member) Barbara Gettliffe, and Pat Nurse (Treasurer).
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WESSA proudly presents

KAAIMANS BEACH CLEANUP & LAND ART

Saturday 15 September

Join for a beach cleanup & land art session on Kaaimans beach. 

FOR MORE INFO & TO RSVP Contact Janet Botes at 072 331 5057 or 
e-mail artlovenature@gmail.com

GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN

SCIENCE WEEK AT THE GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN

The Garden Route Botanical Garden 
(GRBG) had an exciting programme 
lined up for science week this year, 
which took place from 30 July to 4 
August. The programme was aimed 
mainly at learners and the theme this 
year is “Deepening our democracy 
through science.”

GRBG  collaborated with Nelson 
Mandela University to offer a course 
by Dr Tony Rebelo of the South 
African National Biodiversity Institute 
(SANBI). The topic is “iNaturalist – an 
introduction to citizen science and how 
you can contribute”. Two kid’s courses 
on this topic were presented as well as 
an adult course ( see CREW below)

The highlight of this year’s programme 
is a pantomime by the award-winning 
Klikkerland. Performances of their 
shows are taking place in the GRBG 
as well as the Thembalethu Youth and 
Science Centre (TYSC).  For the TYSC 
shows, contact Nadine Nortier on 
Nadine.nortier87@gmail.com /  
073 279 8326.

Other exciting presentations included:

• “Ecological intelligence” presented by the Landmark Foundation
• “Jobs for Carbon/Puzzles” presented by the Gouritz Biosphere 

Reserve
• Food Gardens presented by Finn Rautenbach
• Soil is life presented by Lorrinda Hakimi
• Reptiles we encounter presented by Nick Kolberg
• Botanical gardens: what they mean to society presented by Matt 

Seager
• Living Maths, (teachers training workshops on the afternoons 1 

and 2 August) presented by Steve Sherman
• Chemistry: the use of Energy and where it comes from presented 

by Dr Louw Claasens
• Science of infectious diseases and the workings of the body by Dr 

Bert Hoogenboort
• An exciting 3D video titled “Garden: How it is made” will be 

presented by Werner Eckron.
• Heidendal Primary will present a short play about hygiene.
• Starry, starry night – a look at our heavens, will take place on 

Tuesday 31 July from 19:00 until 21:00 and again on Thursday 
2 August at the GRBG Discovery Centre Telescope Pad. Pre-
book with Gabby on 044 874 1558. This will be the first time 
the garden’s new telescope will be in action. GRBG thanks Case 
Rijsdijk for organising this as a permanent fixture in the garden.
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CREW Outramps INATURALIST COURSE

Dr Tony Rebelo came up from Cape Town 
last Monday to give an iNat course at NMU as part of Science Week. It 
was a collaborative effort between the University, Garden Route Botanical 
Gardens and CREW. It was hugely successful, great fun and a very good 
learning experience. 

The scope of this interactive website for naturalists is enormous and we are just scratching the surface. At the click of 
the mouse, you can produce species lists and Field Guides and catalogue all the flora and fauna in your local neck of the 
woods. It is going to be such a valuable tool to measure the effects of man and climate change on the environment in 
the years to come. It is huge fun and provides an excellent forum for your photos. I am hoping that it will help my aged 
brain from disintegrating completely, although I had to ask Sally at the end of the session, ”What did I remember from 
the course”? She told me… At the age of (almost) 80, all this new technology is very challenging!

tanniedi 

And this is what you can find online:

OUTRAMPS PROjECTS AND PLACES ON INATURALIST

Keep up to date with events at the Botanical Garden:-  
www.botanicalgarden.org.za    www.facebook.com/gardenroutebotanical   www.instagram.com/gardenroutebotanicalgarden 

You can browse through the observations or refer to the checklist which is in alphabetical order eg. Animals, birds etc.

Cola Conservancy - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/cola-conservancy

Dune Molerat Trail - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/dune-molerat-trails

Featherbed Nature Reserve - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/featherbed-nature-reserve

Gouriqua - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/gouriqua-private-nature-reserve

Heaven in the Langkloof - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/heaven-in-the-langkloof

Herolds Bay - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-herolds-bay

Kammanassie - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-kammanassie-reserve

Langeberg Grootvadersbosch - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/grootvadersbosch-nature-reserve

Kranshoek - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-kranshoek-

Masons Rust - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/masons-rust-32-ptn-4-gezwinds-kraal-41-ptn-0 

Mossel Bay Diosma Reserve - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/diosma-reserve

Mossel Bay - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/erf-14072

Mossel Bay - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/erf-19201

Mossel Bay - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/st-blaize-trail
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Natures Valley - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/nature-s-valley-south-cape-south-africa#page=2

Outeniquas Bobbejaanberg - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-bobbejanberg-in-the-outeniquas

Outeniquas Camferskloof - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-camferskloof

Outeniquas East - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-eastern-outeniquas-from-bergplaas-to-gouna

Outeniquas Flanagans Rock - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/flanagans-rock-rsa

Outeniquas Lange Berg - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/lange-berg-112

Outeniquas Paardepoort East - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-paardepoort-east

Outeniquas Paardepoort West - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-paardepoort-west

Outeniquas Southern Traverse - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-outeniqua-southern-traverse 

Rooiberg - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-rooiberg-reserve

Spioenkop - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/ruigtevlei-plantations

Strawberry Hill - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/strawberry-hill-7-passes-road-wilderness-south-africa

Swartberg Spitskop - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/outramps-crew-spitskop-to-meiringspoort-swartberg

Uitzicht Portion 39 - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/uitzigt-216-portion-39

Uitzicht - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/uitzigt-216-ptn-65

Western Head - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/western-head-knysna

White Heather - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/white-heather

Wilderness Brown Hooded Kingfisher Trail – https://www.inaturalist.org/places/brown-hooded-kingfisher-trail

Wilderness Kingfisher Trail - https://www.inaturalist.org/places/kingfisher-trails

Our mailing address is:    di@strawberryhill.co.za

ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATES

EDEN’S BIODIVERSITY PROjECT AMONG TOP 5
Eden District Municipality is one of 
the top five finalists in the prestigious 
Eco-Logic Biodiversity Award. 

The municipality has received a 
Certificate of Merit for its "Local 
Action for Biodiversity: Wetlands 
South Africa (LAB: Wetlands SA)" 
project.

The award ceremony took place 
in Tshwane on 5 June on World 
Environment Day, in Tshwane. Under 
the umbrella of ICLEI*, The LAB: 
Wetlands SA project aims to protect 
wetlands in the Eden District and 
ensures that these valuable assets 
provide critical services such as flood 

attenuation, water storage 
and water purification, whilst 
increasing the municipality's 
resilience to the impacts of 
climate change, preventing 
natural disasters, and 
preserving vital habitat for local 
flora and fauna.

The project contributed 
significantly to the long-term 
conservation and sustainable 
use of wetlands. It served as 
an inspirational and practical 
example for others. The 
project continually enhances 
the awareness of wetlands 
as well as the integration of 

biodiversity considerations 
into local government 
planning and decision-making. 
It has improved the capacity 
of district municipalities to 
prioritise and effectively 
manage wetlands and 
biodiversity.

Tertuis Simmers, DA Western 
Cape spokesperson on 
Environmental Affairs, said 
he will engage with the 
Eden DM to learn how their 
strategies that led to this 
accolade can be shared with 
other municipalities across 
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the province. This will ensure that 
the necessary expertise to cope with 
climate-related issues in government 
is shared.

* ICLEI is an international organisation of local governments 
and national and regional local government organisations that 
have made a commitment to sustainable development.

www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/eden-s-
biodiversity-project-among-top-5-201807110219 

CALITzDORP SUCCULENT SOCIETY - VETPLANTFEES 2018

SAVE THE DATE - CONSERVATION AT WORK 2018 SYMPOSIUM

22-24 SEPTEMBER
The Vetplantfees (Succulent Festival) is an annual 
festival hosted by the Calitzdorp Succulent Society 
to showcase of many of South Africa’s beautiful 
and rare succulents together with succulents 
from all over the world. The festival will take 
place on 22 to 24 September 2018 in the centre 

of Calitzdorp in the Klein Karoo, a region where many of the succulents, 
endemic to South Africa, can be seen in its natural environment. Succulent 
enthusiasts who visit Calitzdorp during the festival will be able to immerse 
themselves in a range of activities to discover the world of succulents. 
Whether you live in Calitzdorp, Cape Town, George or Johannesburg 
you will see indigenous and rare succulents in their natural habitat, buy 
specimens not available in nurseries and get advice on how to propagate, 
grow and care for succulents in the garden.

www.vetplant.co.za/vetplantfees2018 

Due to the success of our 2017 event, we have 
the pleasure of advising that Conservation at 
Work is again holding a Symposium on the 19th 
and 20th November. 

We are presently confirming the line up of 
speakers who again represent the experts in 
their fields in South Africa, and we are blessed 
to have such depth of knowledge available to us.

Once the program is finalised we will send this 
on to you for your information and so that you 
can make your bookings for the Symposium.

We cover several important and relevant 
subjects/issues in the Symposium, with Water 
as a major key component. In light of this, we 
are pleased to announce that our keynote 
speaker has been confirmed- Prof Elion. M Adar 
from Ben Gurion University in Israel who will 
be speaking to us and sharing their extensive 

successes in Agricultural irrigation, water purification 
& recycling, water sequestration, water desalination, 
advances in equipment and technology- all very topical and 
urgent information for our situation here in the Western 
Cape and Nationally.

We hope to see you there.

Liz Eglington                                                
who will provide more information on request !



WESSA EDEN Newsletter | August 2018 | Page 6 of 6THINK BEFORE YOU PRINT THIS NEWSLETTER

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC WORKSHOPS: PROPOSED BLINDE, MAALGATE, 
GWAING, KAAIMANS, PIESANG, MATJIES, SOUT (OOS) & GROOT 

(WES) ESTUARINE MANAGEMENT PLANS (EMPS)

The Western Cape Government in collaboration with Responsible Management Authorities (RMA’s) 

are developing EMPs in accordance with the National Environmental Management: Integrated Coastal 

Management Act (No. 24 of 2008) and the National Estuarine Management Protocol for various Western 

Cape estuaries. You are invited to attend follow up public workshops pertinent to the respective estuary as 

detailed below to discuss issues and provide input on the future management of the systems.

Estuarine Public Participation Meetings – August 2018

Date Estuary Name Venue Time

27 August Blinde estuary Mossel Bay Town Hall, 101 Marsh Street, 
Mossel Bay

14h00 - 17h00

28 August Maalgate, Gwaing & 
Kaaimans estuaries

Conville Hall, 1 Pienaar Street, Conville, 
George

14h00 - 17h00

29 August Piesang estuary Piesang River Community Hall,
Piesang Road, Plettenberg Bay

14h00 - 17h00

30 August Matjies, Sout (Oos) & Groot 
(Wes) estuaries

SanParks Offices, Forestry Board Room, 
Darnell Street, Stormsriver Village

09h00 - 12h00

If you would like to register as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) or request more information, please 

contact Tandi Breetzke of Coastwise Consulting on 082 8737 400 or at tandi@coastwise.co.za. View the 
draft Situation Assessment Report and draft EMP at https://sites.google.com/site/westerncapeestuaries/ 

or https://royalhaskoningdhv.box.com/v/EMP

Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN

www.wessa.org.zaEDEN BRANCH

044 873 4203 086 646 5458 wessageorge@isat.co.za

www.facebook.com/wessa.eden


