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Newsletter DECEMBER 2018 OUR VISION  | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment.
OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects which 
promote public participation in caring for the Earth.

Dear Friends of the Environment, 

this Newsletter is always ongoing – as the last one is sent out, 
the next is opened and ready for business, which is usually 
harvesting news from numerous sources.

During October and November I have been following the 
George Herald online very closely as this  has been a great 
source of information on the fires in our region ( as you will 
see as you proceed through this Newsletter). The Emergency 
Services have not only done a fantastic job fighting the fires 
but also informing the population of what is happening where. 

I am writing this in the middle of November as the 
fires still rage in California where daily more deaths 
are confirmed........ In that respect the Garden Route 
has suffered amazingly few casualties in both the 
2017 and 2018 fires

Another website to keep an eye on is the SCLI 
-Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (ww.scli.co.za) 
and this is why this Newsletter begins with an article 
from their website – and there is more later...... 

OUTENIQUA MOUNTAINS – HOW TO QUANTIFY 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE DONE     
12 November 2018

“Comparisons to damage done to the environment by the 2017 
fires which ripped through Knysna and Plettenberg Bay, with the 
most recent fires that impacted upon the almost 90 000 hectares 
of the Outeniqua Mountain are difficult to make,” says Cobus 
Meiring of the Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI).

Most important, perhaps, are the landscapes that were affected. 
In the case of the Knysna fires, the fire raced through the coast 
and coastal plateau, agricultural land, as well as urban and semi-
urban landscapes.

The Outeniqua fires, by and large, remained on the southern and 
northern sides of the Outeniqua Mountains, extending down to 
the foothills and lower lands in places.

In both instances, vast plantations were destroyed, along with the 
destruction of infrastructure, fencing and grazing land.

Environmentalists concern themselves with immediate and 
future damage to the natural ecology and habitat destruction 
brought about by the fires, as well as the ability of nature to fully 
recover, or the lack thereof.

The establishment of invasive alien plants on the 
landscape, where fire destroyed all vegetation, is 
always a major reality in the Garden Route, which 
seems to resemble a hothouse for invasive alien plants 
and will require massive resources to control.

The degradation of soils, damage to indigenous 
vegetation and landscapes, when repeatedly exposed 
to fire, might be dire, and lead to species loss, erosion, 
and permanent damage to river systems.

Funding invested through the Department of 
Environmental Affairs, as well as private landowners 
and regional and local governments after the 2017 
fires ran into millions of Rands, and much of the same 
could be expected to be required in dealing with the 
aftermath of the Outeniqua fires.

Environmental damage related to the Outeniqua fires, 
as well as the rehabilitation thereof, may take a long 
time to fully assess and before anybody will be able to 
put a figure to it, if ever.

ww.scli.co.za
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The biggest environmental risk remains critical water 
catchments from being overrun by invasive alien plants. 
Already the mountain range has been badly affected by 
runaway pine plantations and fire-adapted Hakea.

However, in many respects it must be said that the 
latest fire might have been the saving grace of large 
sections of the once pristine mountains, where 

indigenous vegetation may well again 
stand a chance of taking up its rightful 
place, and much needed water and 
moisture, otherwise absorbed by 
invasive trees, be released into rivers 
and downstream wetlands.

Source :   http://www.scli.org.za  

In another article: http://www.scli.org.za/southern-cape-environment-will-struggle-to-recover-from-riversdale-fires  Cobus 
Meiring writes:

 The Southern Cape is vulnerable to increased risk 
associated with threats to the environment, including 
water security, wildfire, loss of biodiversity, all 
resulting in a reduction of economic opportunity and 
communities under pressure.

Says Meiring: “An all-out effort to ensure a climate-

ready future, and a mind shift in the way we adapt and manage 
our environment, is not negotiable, urgent and should dominate 
the social and political narrative if the region aims to develop 
sustainably. An environment free of invasive alien plants and 
cleared waterways and catchments will take the region a leap 
forward in risk reduction, and all authorities, landowners and 
land managers must heed the call.”

INVITATION: THE LAUNCH OF THE GARDEN ROUTE 
ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM (GREF)
Venue: Protea Hotel by Marriott, Mossel Bay
Date: Tuesday 11 December 2018
RSVP: marti.kirstein@gmail.com 

The confluence of regional governance and civil society, the Garden 
Route Environmental Forum (GREF) is a public platform for regional 
government, conservation bodies, academics, the media, landowners 
and land managers, active in the full spectrum of environmental matters 
in the region. 

The GREF is supported by the Garden Route District Municipality: 
Environmental and Disaster Management, the Fund for the 
Reconstruction of Knysna and the Eden District (FRKED), the Southern 
Cape Fire Protection Association (SCFPA) and the Southern Cape 
Landowners Initiative (SCLI) Secretariat.  

 
For more information contact Cobus Meiring  cobus@naturalbridge.co.za Cell: 083 626 7619 
http://www.scli.org.za/gref/           http://www.scli.org.za/gref-background-information 

http://www.scli.org.za
http://www.scli.org.za/southern
mailto:marti.kirstein@gmail.com
mailto:cobus@naturalbridge.co.za
http://www.scli.org.za/gref
http://www.scli.org.za/gref
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GARDEN ROUTE BOTANICAL GARDEN

www.botanicalgarden.org.za 
www.facebook.com/gardenroutebotanical

Finn Rautenbach ( Manager, Bot Garden )  is pleased that the Botanical Society 
head office are very keen to start a BotSoc branch here in the Garden Route again!

We will be organising a meeting on the 6th of December at 6 pm at the Garden 
Route Environmental Education Centre. The intention of this meeting will be to elect a committee to guide the 
establishment and operations of the branch. 

RSVP to Finn manager@botanicalgarden.org.za and  
Gabriella  info@botanicalgarden.org.za     044 874 1558

CREW Outramps Extract from Outramps 
CREW Diaries Tuesday 6th 
November 2018 :

MOppING Up

Only heavy rain is going to put paid to the devastating fires that have raged over the greater Southern Cape for the 
last week or so. There have been 9 people killed, lots of damage to property and an exhausted band of firefighters 
have had very little rest over the last week. There have been mass evacuations and the whole operational centre has 
done a wonderful job under difficult circumstances. Local Fire Protection Units have given unstintingly of their time 
and there are many local heroes. To all of those, we say a huge big thank you!!

But we are NOT thanking those landowners, who have allowed their properties to become overgrown with alien 
plants like Black Wattle, Blackwood, Rooikrantz, Hakea, Pines and Bluegums. These plants have been a major cause of 
the uncontrollable fire spread. You saw what happened in the Knysna/Plett area in June 2017. It was inevitable that it 
would happen in George, sooner rather than later. And it did. Get rid of the rubbish as a matter of urgency, otherwise 
these fires will become an ongoing scenario, which will devour the Southern Cape. BE WARNED! At some stage, the 
insurance companies are going to recoup their costs from the landowners, whose properties are degraded with alien 
vegetation. After the 7th June 2017 Knysna fires, I said in a report, "If the alien vegetation, including all the pines, is 
not cleared, George is going to have a fire that will make the Knysna fire look like a Sunday-school picnic". Currently 
86 000 ha have been destroyed and counting. That is already 4x the size of the Knysna fire.

With an evacuation of Strawberry Hill, an injured husband who has broken 3 cervical vertebrae and his collarbone 
falling down stairs, swirling smoke and threats of fire, it has been a trying week. Let's all hope that the promised rain 
arrives in greater quantities than forecast.

Di Turner

FIRES EXpOSE BIRDS TO INSECTICIDES
An expert on water ecosystems on holiday in the area has asked Garden Route gardeners to refrain from 
using insecticides, if not indefinitely, then at least until the fynbos and natural habitat of birds and other 
small creatures in the Outeniqua Mountain have returned to normal.

www.botanicalgarden.org.za
www.facebook.com/gardenroutebotanical
mailto:manager@botanicalgarden.org.za
mailto:info@botanicalgarden.org.za
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Jackie Dabrowski found a sick sugar bird in a garden in George, but the bird could not be saved. 
The vet told Dabrowski that it most likely died after ingesting an insecticide. 

"It is a horrible death as the bird is paralysed by the poison and basically starves to death. 
More birds will most likely be dependent on food and water from gardens in the area and 
pesticides and insecticides could prove fatal. I only use organic and natural alternatives in the 
garden”

She asks that her plea not fall on deaf ears as birds have also been adversely affected by the 
fires and need all the help they can get to survive.

Source: www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/National/fires-expose-birds-to-
insecticides-201811140113  

pRACTICAL REALITY NEEDS TO BE FACED – DAFF

The George Herald reported last week on the concern of Forestry Contracting Association CEO Dr Jaap Steenkamp 
and others about neglect by the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (Daff) of plantations and exit 
areas under its management. It is believed the neglected areas add to the risk of veld fires spreading rapidly. 
Steenkamp is asking that plantations and "exit areas" (plantation areas taken over by the state from private 
growers) be returned to the private sector for re-planting and proper management.

Responding to Steenkamp's concerns and proposals, Daff agrees that they "seem" to have merit and "should be 
acknowledged as possible points for intervention". The department agrees furthermore that "more effective fuel 
load management" needs to take place. "The question that needs to be answered in a practical way is how this can 
be implemented, given that many land owners, including the state, will be involved."

Daff admits that revenue from private plantations enable investment in the management of the land resources.

It states as follows: "It may seem that the exit strategy has had the effect of terminating economic enterprise 
(which yielded revenue) and replaced that with a land use that yielded no revenue, whilst instead demanding 
substantial financial inputs towards land management. This may be an important learning point emerging from 
these events that may well find application in several other situations. At the core of this question lies the nexus 
between society, the environment and the economy. Decisions that may seem environmentally well justified could 
fail the sustainability test by their failure to account for social and economic realities. 

Photo : It is believed the neglected areas add to the risk of veld fires spreading 
rapidly. Steenkamp is asking that plantations and "exit areas" (plantation areas taken 
over by the state from private growers) be returned to the private sector for re-
planting and proper management. Photo: Deidré Cloete

Photo; The areas already cleared of plantations still need significant managerial and 
financial inputs for their rehabilitation.

Full article : www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/practical-reality-needs-
to-be-faced-daff-201811130430  

GARDEN ROUTE DAM LEVEL UpDATE

The Garden Route Dam level is currently at 65.53%. The latest reading was taken by the George 
Municipality this morning, Wednesday 7 November.

Rainfall since 2 November: 18,5mm

www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/National/fires
www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/practical
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To become part of the Outeniqua PGS, farmers are expected to sign a pledge stating their commitment to adhere 
to organic production principles, pay a membership fee, attend PGS meetings and take part in at least two farm 
visits per annum. Any farmer growing organically along the Outeniqua mountain range is welcome to be part of the 
group. 

The quarterly PGS meetings will offer the opportunity to share knowledge, listen to expert talks and demonstrations 
on organic farming practices and to share seeds.

Consumers are encouraged to actively take part in PGS activities as a means to support their local food systems, to 
get to know the growers farming in their area and to take part in the farm visits. At least one consumer must be part 
of the visiting committee during farm visits; these are aimed to not only guarantee organic production but to get 
consumers closer to their food basis. 

For any additional information contact Sasha on sasha@nicheunity.com  or call 074 100 8827. 
Source: www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/AgriEco/organic-farming-pgs-launched-201811071108

• Filling up of swimming pools using municipal water is prohibited.

• Washing cars with a hose using municipal water is prohibited (buckets 
allowed), except for commercial car washes.

• Cleaning of outside surfaces using a hosepipe with municipal water is 
prohibited (buckets allowed).

• “OWN WATER” signage must be displayed where applicable and must be 
proven on request by municipal officials.

• Applications for exemption of some restrictions may be considered on merit.

The following Section 2B water restrictions currently apply in George and surrounds:

• Handheld watering of gardens using a hose and municipal water: even-numbered households Mondays 
and Thursdays, 15:00 - 17:00 AND uneven-numbered households Tuesdays and Fridays, 15:00 - 17:00.

• Mechanical irrigation of gardens (sprayers) using municipal water is prohibited.

• Watering sports fields using municipal water is prohibited, except for golf course greens, bowling greens 
and cricket pitches, daily 15:00 - 17:00.

ORGANIC FARMING: pGS LAUNCHED

Farmers and consumers from the Outeniqua region participated in the launch of the Outeniqua Natural and Organic 
Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) on Sunday 21 October.

The PGS is a locally focused assurance system that enables market access for smallholder organic farmers. Producers 
who participate in the system open their doors to farm visits, during which peer farmers and consumers come to see 
first-hand the farmer's production process and verify that organic production standards are adhered to.

The Outeniqua PGS has adopted the South African Organic Sector Organisation's 
(SAOSO) standard for organic production and processing, approved for inclusion in 
the IFOAM family of standards.

Designed to support farmers in producing organic products and being recognised 
as organic farmers, the PGS rests on solid documented management systems and 
procedures. Approved farmers will be provided with a certificate endorsing their 
natural or organic status for explicitly identified crops or animal produce. The PGS 
also sets clear, defined consequences for non-compliance.

Source:  www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/garden-route-dam-level-update-201811071220 

mailto:sasha@nicheunity.com
www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/AgriEco/organic
www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/garden
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pOLYpHAGUS SHOT HOLE BORER BEETLE

Melissa Mackay of Cape EAPrac convenes the Weeds Forum and has kindly forwarded information 
kindly provided  by the George Municipality in regard to the Shothole Borer. The information on 
Bandit is the pesticide that has been indicated as a mechanism to control the borer and is being 
tested in George. For more information on this insect please contact the municipality. Please 
remember, if you do identify it, let them know where so that they can track the spread. 

See separate attachments.

pLASTICS BREAkDOWN

We use tons of plastic. It's in everything from packaging to toys, to the dashboard in 
your car. Massive amounts of to end up in the ocean. It contains toxins, and absorbs 
more toxins. It entangles and kills sea life. It certainly doesn't biodegrade, but there 
are ways we can help.

pLASTICS AND THE OCEAN

There are tons and tons of plastic in the ocean. It breaks down into smaller pieces, but never goes away. Marine 
animals eat it and become sick or die. It also entangles and injures them, making it difficult to swim or fly. Unknown 
numbers of animals die this way each year, and the toxins are beginning to make their way into our food stream.

Be selfish for a moment. Forget all the seabirds, turtles, seals, sharks and other species already threatened that 
are dying from plastic in their habitat. Forget about the added pressure this puts on ecosystems already in decline. 
The plastic is entering our food stream through the sea life we eat. The breaking down of plastic into toxins that are 
then ingested by fish and other ocean species sends toxins up the food chain, impacting your dinner plate. 

REDUCING pLASTIC USE

There are tons of easy ways to use less plastic every day.

• You know the top on that to-go cup of coffee you use 
every single morning? It’s plastic.Bring your own mug.

• Don’t buy bottled water. Bring your own reusable bottle, 
and refill it.

• Use less packaging by buying in bulk, choose products 
with less wasteful packaging, and choose containers that 
are non-plastic (glass, wood, paper, aluminum, etc.).

Source: http://www.oneworldoneocean.com/initiatives/PlasticsBreakdown 

plastic.Bring
http://www.oneworldoneocean.com/initiatives/PlasticsBreakdown
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VERGE EXHIBITION, TALkS & WALkS

NOVEMBER 2018 WRRA NEWSLETTER IS NOW AVAILABLE ON THE WRRA WEBSITE

http://wrra.co.za/images/stories/PDF/Newsletters/Current/current_wrra_newsletter.pdf  

Do have a look at this Newsletter as there are some particularly interesting articles pertaining to our fires of 
October/November 2018.

Pg 2 The experts predicted we’d be next! 

Pg 3 Could we have done more?  

Pg 10 Blue bag fiasco continues 

VERGE - the launch of the project ‘Art for Species’ was a big success in the quality of the art displayed, the amount 
of visitors interacting with the art, participators in the walks and talks, and the many important connections and 
dialogues that resulted. 

A huge thank you to all the presenters! Dr Chloé Guerbois, Sue Swain, Outramps CREW, Mark Dixon, Philippa Mallac 
& Vernon Pendlebury, Dr. Mark Brown, Dr. Dave Edge, Dr. Louw Claassens, Bool Smuts, Nanna (Helena) Joubert. 

Sales of the artworks - and thus funds raised for the environmental organisations - were very few, but the Art for 

Species project will be an ongoing effort in raising awareness, inspiring action & creating support for the conservation of endangered 

and vulnerable species and their habitats, through creative projects, exhibition, artmaking and workshops. Become a partner or support 

the project. Art has an important role to play in raising awareness & inspiring change. For more information, or to get involved, contact 

art@janetbotes.co.za or +2772 331 5057

For more photos & information visit artforspecies.org or facebook.com/artforspecies

So that is it for this year....where did it go? And how did it go so fast.....! 
We had a dearth of water – an excess of fires – what happens next ??????

Thanks to all the organisations who provide us with interesting articles on environmental matters. 
Thanks to the WESSA Eden Committee members who all contribute so much time and energy to keep this branch alive 
and active.

http://wrra.co.za/images/stories/PDF/Newsletters/Current/current_wrra_newsletter.pdf
mailto:art@janetbotes.co.za
artforspecies.org
facebook.com/artforspecies
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And to get you into the right frame of mind:

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
IN THE BOTANICAL GARDEN

Come and join with family and friends at the annual 
Garden Route Botanical Garden Carols by Candlelight 
event, on Sunday 2 December, starting at 6.30pm.

Join in with your voices in the singing of carols as we 
usher in the Christmas season, led by the South Cape 
Symphony Orchestra under the baton of Niall Jack.

This well-loved and anticipated community event has 
over the past 8 years become a vital part of Christmas 
celebrations in George.

Come early with your chairs, blankets, candles and 
refreshments.

Entrance is free! A collection will be taken towards 
support of the Garden Route Botanical Garden. 

And thanks to you – all our readers - and especially those who support us by participating in our events and outings.

Enjoy the Festive Season doing what really gives you pleasure and we wish you and your families good Health and 
Happiness for the New Year.  

Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN

www.wessa.org.za

EDEN BRANCH

044 873 4203 086 646 5458 wessageorge@isat.co.za

www.facebook.com/wessa.eden

along with Peter Ginn, Irene Ginn, Annemarie Gebhardt, Roz Schubert, Monica Vacarro and Janet Botes

www.wessa.org.za
mailto:wessageorge@isat.co.za
www.facebook.com/wessa.eden

