
 

NEWSLETTER  
FEBRUARY 2018 

OUR VISION  | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment. 

OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects which promote public 

participation in caring for the Earth. 

 

 

Dear Friends of the Environment, 

our last outing was – may I say – yet another huge success – read Annemarie's brief report back 
below. As always our thanks to those who give so generously of their time and knowledge and to 
those who support our events. 
There is a wide variety of topics to cover this month starting with news of the re-invigorated Bot 
Soc Garden Route Branch. At their inaugural AGM there were 50 (!!!!) participants which made us 
optimistic that more than 15 will attend our upcoming AGM with Mark Dixon as speaker – and 
Cheese and Wine to add yet more cheer to the event!  
Details below. 
 
The PSHB Workshop at Glenwood Lodge also enjoyed a brilliant turnout of 50 interested individuals 
and there is more on the Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer Beetle (PSHB) below. It is our great hope 
that the incredibly economic treatment that Dr Jaap Steenkamp is currently using and constantly 
improving will be widely used to prevent a potentially massive destruction of trees locally and 
regionally. What is really important to know is that probably the WORST action that can be taken is 
to chop branches or entire trees down and then removing them elsewhere. This is guaranteed to 
spread the beetle liberally! 
So read on......!!! 

 

 
 
 
 

As a very popular and busy environmentalist we have been very 

fortunate in obtaining Mark Dixon as our speaker on the 

 Strandloper Project Coastal Hike – more details below. 

The talk will be preceded by a very quick AGM. The current 
Committee members are willing to stand again but we are always 
happy to receive nominations and volunteers.  Cheese and Wine will 
be served celebrating another busy year. RSVP for catering purposes 
please! 

 
Monday 15 April 

 
18h00 

 

Environmental Education 
Centre,  
Garden Route Botanical 
Garden 

 

Free – Donations always 
welcome! 

As always we need to raise funds. Botanical Greetings cards and posters by Thalia Lincoln will be on sale - 
cash only! 



Report-back on Buffels Bay Shoreline Triple Whammy of  
23rd March  
 

We had a wonderful, informative and exciting outing on Saturday. 
Thanks to all the many participants for your support of this event. 
We were able to hand over a generous amount in support for the 
Knysna Basin Project. 
The presenters went the extra mile to share fascinating facts and 
features about the Rocky Shores, Geology and Bird Life in and 
around Buffels Bay. Our sincere thanks to Dr Louw Claasens,  
Paul Rixom and Peter Ginn for sharing their knowledge with 
sustained enthusiasm, despite a relatively hot day! We learnt so 
much in such an enjoyable setting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“I would like to compliment you on 
the format as personally I was able to 
come away with knowledge on three 
different aspects of the environment 
and in so doing have a better 
appreciation of the area”. - Veronica 
 
 

 
“We had such a good morning. 
Perfect weather and interesting, 
enthusiastic speakers”.  - Jenni 
 

Thank you Roz 

& Desi for the 

photographs 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
          Coastal Hike  
 
Objective :  The Strandloper 
Project Coastal Hike aims to survey 
plastic pollution and snagged 
fishing tackle along the shoreline 
between Stilbaai and Wilderness 
Beach. 
 
Background : The Strandloper 
Project started as a group pf 
concerned locals wanting to clean 
up snagged fishing tackle at three 
fishing sites between Sedgefield 
and Knysna. Analysis of the 
recovered tackle indicated tackle 
setup and location of fishing effort 
influences the rate of snagging. At 
the primary site, Gericke’s Point, 
the rate of tackle loss has been 
calculated at approximately 2.3 
sinkers per meter and 2 hooks per 
meter per month respectively. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing dive surveys have 
recorded incidents of ghost fishing 
of five species of fish (White 
Mussel Cracker, Sea Barbel, Kob, 
Pajama Catshark and Black tail). 
Ghost fishing is the ability of lost 
fishing tackle to continue fishing 
and estimates are that a snagged 
hook can catch and kill up to 10 
fish before disintegrating. 
 

 
Results from our surveys have 
instigated scientific studies with 
the first Honours project starting 
on the 19th March 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coastal Hike :  A group of six 
hikers will walk in stages of 20km 
per day to survey both washed up 
plastic pollution and snagged 
fishing tackle. In line with the 
name Strandloper, the hikers will 
also aim to forage at least one 
meal per day from the coastline. 
 
Where possible, walking will 
occur between the high water 
and low water zones.  
Plastic pollution and fishing 
debris will be documented using 
Cybertracker and will be classed 
in size, colour and original use 
and recorded with GPS location. 
 
The team will have a backup 
vehicle to provide logistical 
support and water provisions. 
 
Public Participation :  To assist in 
raising awareness of the extent of 
fishing debris and plastic 
pollution along the coastline the 
Strandloper Project will also 
invite school groups to join on 
selected stages along the route to 
assist in collecting plastic debris. 
 

 
Environmental Awareness :  To 
raise awareness of the scope of 
plastic pollution and snagged 
fishing tackle along our coastline 
findings and the progression of 
the coastal hike will be publicized 
in the media and on social media 
platforms. 
Current information of our 
findings and the Strandloper 
Project can be viewed on our 
digital platforms from these links : 
 
Wordpress : 

https://windmillsandsunbeams.w

ordpress.com/2019/01/01/strandl

oper-project-establishing-a-

preseason-baseline-of-snagged-

fishing-tackle-at-gerickes-point/ 

Wordpress : 

https://windmillsandsunbeams.w

ordpress.com/2018/04/11/changi

ng-fishing-habits-to-reduce-ghost-

fishing/ 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

@Strandloper

P             

@StrandloperProject        

https://youtu.be/x3un0_8ZM

SE 
https://youtu.be/hfGEhJiwDa

E              

 #StrandloperProject         
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WESSA Eden Outing to Rolbaken in Kammanassie Valley @ R100   18 May  

WESSA Eden AGM | Cheese & Wine with Mark Dixon as our speaker  15 April 18h00 

 
Early notice of WESSA Eden Outing to 
Rolbaken, nestled in the Kammanassie valley. 
18 May 2019 (Saturday)       
Cost: R 100 
Rolbaken is a contract Nature Reserve, owned by Dick and 
Mary Carr. Since they bought the farm in 2004, they have 
systematically rehabilitated the badly degraded land into a 
sanctuary for the local population of Cape Mountain Zebra. 
An exciting experience is awaiting you, with several focus areas 
on the agenda. This includes short walks around the farm with 
Dick and Mary as guides, a Geological overview with Paul 
Rixom and Bird watching with Peter Ginn. 
  
Dick and Mary serve on the GCBR Board (Gouritz Cluster 
Biosphere Reserve) and are an endless resource of all matters 
related to sustainable living and environmental knowledge. 
 
An optional extra: Treat yourself to an overnight stay at their 
gorgeous, antique furnished Guest House, at a mere R395pp 
sharing. Perhaps Friday night or Saturday night, or both?  
There are only three bedrooms so the sooner you book, the 
better. Camping facilities are also available, at R50 per day.  
 
Click on the following link to make a direct booking for their Guest House or Camp site. 
http://rolbaken.co.za/ 
 

Bookings for the outing on Saturday, 18th May, are already open and can be made by emailing 
Annemarie: angebhar@telkomsa.net.Please state your point of departure as well as your contact 
number, including the names of the people in your party. In the interest of reducing our carbon 
footprint, please indicate whether you are willing to share lifts. Petrol costs should also be shared.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://rolbaken.co.za/
http://rolbaken.co.za/
mailto:angebhar@telkomsa.net
mailto:angebhar@telkomsa.net


                        

We look forward to seeing you at our  
                                   AUTUMN PLANT SALE!  
                             Friday 5 April  08h30 – 16h00 
                          Saturday 6 April  08h30 - 14h30 
                      There will be a lot of great specials 

 
Remember, Autumn is the right time to plant Fynbos,  
as the soil is cooler and they can become established  
and develop a good root system before the next summer.  
BOOKS WILL BE SOLD AS WELL! 

 

A reinvigorated branch of BotSoc SA growing in the Garden 
Route 
 

Many feet have walked the pathways of the Garden Route Botanical Garden 
(GRBG) over the past 20 odd years. Some may still remember the days when this 
garden was one of the most dangerous spaces in town. Not too many know the 
story behind this unique garden, and how a small group of determined citizens 
made it happen. 

 
It all begins with The Botanical Society of South Africa (BotSoc), 
 first established in 1913 to oversee the development of 
Kirstenbosch Garden in Cape Town. The NPO, operating through 
regional branches across the country, first arrived in the Garden 
Route in 1992. Amidst many environmental activities, the need for  
a botanical garden to conserve the indigenous flora of the South 
Cape region was soon identified. What followed were two decades 
of sweat, tears and triumph as key BotSoc members (many now in 
their 60s, 70s and 80s!) worked tirelessly to raise funds and turn the 
once alien plant-invaded, crime-riddled public park into the 
independent safe haven and beautiful living library it is today. 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
 

‘Mindful of the role of the people of South Africa as custodians of amongst the world's richest floral 
heritage, it is the Branch's mission to win the hearts, minds and material support of individuals and 

organisations, wherever they may be, for the conservation, cultivation, study, enjoyment and wise use of 
the indigenous flora and vegetation of southern Africa.’ – mission statement, BotSoc constitution  

____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The life of the branch has ebbed and flowed, as is the nature of NPOs who rely on volunteers and donated 
funds. The new wave of young environmentalists taking up the staff of BotSoc Garden Route hope to breath 
fresh air and energy into the region. The branch’s first initiative has already begun – a weekly volunteer day 
at the GRBG Prop Yard, aimed at expanding the facility so it can provide more indigenous species to the 
public via its nursery and develop a special new flowerbed aimed at bee conservation and education.  
“We started with four people in the last week of January, and now we have about 30 volunteers,” says Jo-
Anne King, Interim Chair of the new branch. “It has been truly amazing to see the spirit that started this 
garden reinvigorated again. I can’t wait to explore what else this community can achieve. We are living in a 
critical time for the environment, and we, the lucky inhabitants of the Garden Route, need to step up or we 
will no longer be so lucky.” The new committee aims to champion key botanical causes, such as wildflower 
protection and alien-invasive clearing, through conservation and education programmes, projects and 
initiatives. 
 
For more information please contact:  
Jo-Anne Isobel King   
060 976 5283    
grbotsoc@gmail.com  
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A regional drive to improve efforts to 
enhance the survival of the Southern 
Cape floristic footprint 
 
Project Summary: TMF/ SCLI Cape Floristic 
Corridor Revival and Training Programme 
TMF WWF Sponsor 
The TMF/ SCLI Cape Floristic Corridor Revival 
Initiative is aimed at assisting landowners and 
land managers in strategic Southern Cape 
river systems to better manage their land in 
order to establish/ improve conservation 
corridors. 
 
The initiative is to be blend in with existing 
conservation efforts, such as the SANParks 
buffer zones and expansion strategies, with 
input from local conservation and landowner 
participation bodies. 
Core to the objective of the initiative is to 
identify hotspots in the respective rivers that 
are under pressure from invasive alien plants, 
and to assist those landowners in the 
development of Invasive Alien Plant Control 
Plans and advise them on best practice in 
terms of herbicide assistance. 
 
Background 
Biodiversity conservation in the Southern 
Cape continues to come under pressure from 
factors such as expanding agriculture, new 
and expanding development on the urban 
edge and in the landscape, invasive alien 
plant spread and environmental stress 
brought about by persistent drought and 
wildfire. 
 
The project entails the establishment of a 
network of north/south conservation 
corridors along selected river systems –  

Great Brak, Kaaimans, Touw, Knysna and 
Goukamma – in the Southern Cape.  
The selected corridors represent crucially 
important remaining natural land available 
for biodiversity connectivity and conservation 
in the Southern Cape. 

Through an interactive land management 
framework, the factors that inhibit corridor 
flow will be determined and landowners will 
be trained to develop Invasive Alien Plant 
Control Plans for their respective properties. 
The Invasive Alien Plant Control Plans include 
densities of invasive alien plants, age classes, 
species, person days to clear, methodology, 
prioritisation and tracking of clearing efforts.  

Core project deliverables include the 
compilation of spatial information, the 
development of five overarching (catchment-
to-sea scale) control plans and three fine-
scale and detailed landowner plans per 
corridor per year. Allowing landowners 
constant access to scientific input into 
adaptation and best practice models, as well 
as the promotion of the conservation 
corridors through communication and 
awareness activities, will assist in managing 
the environmental challenges in the region. 
In addition, the TMF/ SCLI Cape Floristic 
Corridor Revival and Training Programme will 
realise significant social, environmental, 
economic and livelihoods benefits. 
 
Contact: Cobus Meiring                  
Email: cobus@naturalbridge.co.za 
Source: 
http://www.scli.org.za/project-tmf-scli-cape-
floristic-corridor-revival-and-training-
programme   
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The Touw and Kaaimans Rivers are 
vital to the environmental well-being 
of the Garden Route.  
Article by Cobus Meiring 27 February 2019  
 
Driving into the Garden Route through the 
Kaaimans River gorge, and the sudden 
exposure for the first-time visitor to the 
splendour of the lush green, mostly 
indigenous forest and golden river no doubt is 
a memorable event. 
 
“The Touw and Kaaimans Rivers are vital to 
the environmental well-being of the Garden 
Route. Both the Kaaimans and Touw Rivers, 
their respective tributaries (such as the Silver, 
Swart and Duiwerivier) are of national 
importance, not only in terms of biodiversity 
conservation but also because they have their 
origins in a strategic water source area, 
namely the Outeniqua Mountain range,” says 
Cobus Meiring of the Southern Cape 
Landowners Initiative (SCLI). 
 
He further explains, “The Touw River system 
is a primary driver to sustain the high 
conservation value and world-renowned 
Wilderness lakes system. Both the Kaaimans 
and the Touw Rivers have estuaries draining 
into the Indian Ocean, where they serve as 
aquatic nurseries and a safe haven for 
millions of small fish species awaiting their 
journey into the open ocean to stock fish 
resources.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Both river systems are high-value tourist 
assets and form the backbone of the natural 
infrastructure of the Garden Route. 
 
The Touw River is a vital source of fresh water 
to the agricultural sector in its upper 
catchment, as well as the provision of potable 
drinking water to the villages of Wilderness, 
Touwsranten and Hoekwil. 
It is true that, as is the case for much of the 
entire Garden Route, the emergence of 
invasive alien plants have a detrimental effect 
on the health and their ability to provide 
fresh water to communities and to sustain life 
in the estuaries and wetlands on both the 
Kaaimans and Touw River systems. 
 “In an effort to assist landowners to clear the 
respective catchments and river systems, the 
Table Mountain Fund and the Southern Cape 
Landowners Initiative (SCLI), will develop 
Invasive Alien Plant Control Plans on selected 
sections of the river systems, where 
maximum biodiversity benefits will be 
derived, and to shape conservation 
corridors,” says Meiring. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY: HERBICIDE APPLICATIONS FOR SOME INVASIVE ALIEN PLANTS  

Download the Herbicide Pamphlet for an overview of 

some of the most aggressive invasive alien plants of 

the Garden Route. See table for recommended 

products. Guidelines for the use of the specific 

products are published elsewhere on the website 

under the heading IAP Eradication/Individual Product 

Information Sheets.  

http://www.scli.org.za/herbicide-applications-for-main-invasive-alien-species-in-the-garden-route 
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As a source of information on local 
environmental issues, our local 
newspapers are well worth a read.  
As an alternative to the paper version 
do look at the online versions. 
 
This is the recent harvest; From the George Herald: 
 

GEORGE KAN BOOMLOOS WORD 
As die probleem van die stompkopkewer 
(Euwallacea nr. fornicates) en sy simbotiese swam 
(Fusarium euwallacea) nie gou onder beheer 
gebring word nie, kan George uiteindelik 
boomloos word. So waarsku Dr. Jaap Steenkamp, 
een van die voorste en bekendste bosboukenners 
aan die Tuinroete. 
 
"Ons gaan nie meer van ons geliefde eikebome en 
moontlik ook geelhoutbome oor hê as dit nie 
aandag kry nie." 
 
Steenkamp en ander belanghebbendes is die 
afgelope tyd betrokke by pogings om die plaag 
onder beheer te bring. 'n Werksessie is onder 
meer verlede week by Glenwood Lodge gehou. 
 
Full article: 
www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/ge
orge-kan-boomloos-word-201903271017  

 
If having read this article you are worried 
then perhaps reading this e-mail from Dr Jaap 
Steenkamp  will give cause for optimism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Since I got involved in the treatment of trees to 
mitigate the PSHB and the symbiotic Fusarium 
fungi, we have really learned a lot and we are 
making headway! 
The latest news in brief is as follows: 
Three preparations have been registered and the 
registering company is awaiting the registration 
numbers. These preparations are virtually organic 
and registered for spray-on use. 
The Tree injection system that was designed and 
is manufactured by Treat-A-Tree (Novel CNC t/a) 
works very well and more than 200 trees were 
treated over the past month. Although results 
cannot be guaranteed as it is dependent on the 
prevailing condition of the tree, the type of tree 
and climatic conditions, good results were 
achieved in general with positive feedback from 
customers. 
The pesticides and fungicides currently in use, 
although some not registered is claimed to be safe 
for fish, mammals and humans. Bees are affected 
by the systemic insecticide and care should be 
taken to avoid using it while plants are flowering. 
If application is done in a professional manner, the 
damage to the environment is quite limited.  
After much experimentation and monitoring the 
current regime of treatment is to use a cocktail of 
PSHB Fungicide, PSHB Surfactant and contact 
insecticide as a surface spray on the bottom 2.5m 
of the tree and a cocktail of systemic insecticide 
with systemic fungicide as the tree injection. 
 
Enquiries welcome! 
 
Dr Jaap Steenkamp 
 
FORESTRY & ALLIED MANUFACTURING  Manufacturing, 
Fire, Silviculture & Tree treatment     
(Novel CNC Pty LTD t/a)  

 
Tel: 044-1500017     
Mobile: 0823777998       
Email: jaap@forestservices.co.za 
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And from the Knysna-Plett Herald: 

CARGO NETS ARE WORKING INSISTS SANPARKS 

SA National Parks (Sanparks) spokesperson Nandi Mgwadlamba maintains that the                                                     

cargo net, which was installed late last year as a pilot project, has so far proven to be                                                                   

"incredibly helpful and will only improve going forward". 

"We have found that the net works incredibly well when the water flow is heavy,                                                       

but is less effective during normal flow," she said, and added, "We also want to                                                                    

make smaller gauzes on the net so that smaller pieces of litter can be collected as well." 

A graph was also provided (see on page) which indicates how much litter has been                                                     

collected since it was installed about four months ago. The municipality has since committed to bearing the costs 

of more nets to be rolled out for culverts all over town. 

Full article:  

www.knysnaplettherald.com/News/Article/General/cargo-nets-are-working-insists-sanparks-201903281030  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PETER  GINN  BIRDING  
bringing you  
The Wonderful World of Birds around us 
 
Living in the southern Cape there can be few 
people who are not aware of the birds around us.  
Last year we introduced a series of birding 
courses to enable people to recognise the birds 
when afield, as well as those they see in their 
gardens. These courses were incredibly well 
received with 23 courses completed; with an 
average of more than 7 participants per course.  
We are now developing some new courses for 
2019 and would love to hear from any readers of 
this Newsletter who are interested in discovering 
about the birds found in the Southern Cape 
particularly, and in Southern Africa generally. 
Talking to the members at the WESSA outing at 
Buffels Bay recently, many participants requested 
information about the courses. Here is an 
introduction.  
The courses are based around the identification 
of the birds, but include a lot of information of 
the birds’ habits, feeding etc and anecdotal 
material from my field experience over the last 60 
years.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Details of courses we offer are: 
Basic Bird Identification in Southern Africa (2-day 
course) 
Birds of Prey in Southern Africa (2-day course) 
The Freshwater Birds of Southern Africa (now a 2-
day course) 
The Forest & Fynbos Birds of Southern Africa (2-
day course) 
The Moist-Woodland Birds of Southern Africa (2-
day course) 
 
We try to arrange groups of between 8 and 12 
people.  If you have a group of this size we can 
arrange dates to suit your group. If not, you are 
welcome to join a “‘general” group.  
When courses are run in George we shall make 
use of the venue offered to us at Camphers Drift.  
Programme:  Starts at 08:30; ends at13:45. Tea 
break at 10:15 and Lunch break at12:00.  We 
need to finish by 13:45 so that the classroom can 
be prepared for another class.  
Coffee, tea or juice and biscuits will be served.  
Please bring a packed lunch and a folding chair 
with you.   
Last year we also traveled as far as Boggomsbaai 
in the west and Sedgefield in the east, and we 
expect to do the same again.  
Feel free to invite your family and friends to join 
these courses. Please contact me for further 
information on our bird courses. 
Peter Ginn   
Mobile No. 072 279 7013  Phone:  044 874 6372 
pgbs@cyberperk.co.za 
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That is it for this month – plenty to ruminate on! 

 

 

 

Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN 

 
044 873 4203 

 

 

EDEN 
BRANCH 

 

 
wessageorge@isat.co.za 

 
086 646 5458 

 
www.wessa.org.za 

 

www.facebook.com/wes
sa.eden 

 

 

 

 

 
Have you seen our book:  
‘The ULTIMATE 
COMPANION for Birding in 
Southern Africa’  
 
If not, please contact me.   

Peter Ginn 
 


