
 

NEWSLETTER  
July 2019 

OUR VISION  | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment. 

OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects which promote public 

participation in caring for the Earth. 

 

 

Dear Friends of the Environment, 

Louw Claassens excelled herself again speaking at our joint event with Fat 

Fish George celebrating Oceans Day. It was sadly not a huge audience as 

we would have liked to raise more funds for the Knysna Basin Project, but 

Fat Fish served delicious canapes in very generous portions. Thanks for this 

joint event and we hope that next year we can make it even bigger. 

Louw gave a great summary of the various facets of the KBP and 

introduced interns and volunteers who had come along too.  

For those of you who missed the event the latest KBP Newsletter can be 

found: 

http://knysnabasinproject.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Estuarine-

Endeavours-June-2019.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And our youngest participant was seriously prepared and 

motivated: 

Fat Fish Colouring                                              

competition 

#worldoceansday                                      

#marinebiologist                                             

#competition 

http://knysnabasinproject.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Estuarine-Endeavours-June-2019.pdf
http://knysnabasinproject.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Estuarine-Endeavours-June-2019.pdf


Here a Report-back on Brenton Botanical Walk                                                                                             

of 15 June 2019, the second event we held in June. 

Compiled by Irene Ginn and Annemarie Gebhardt 

This was another perfect day! Our Botanical Guides, Nicky van Berkel (of CREW Outramps) and 

Nanna Joubert (Pledge Nature Reserve), introduced us to a 

myriad of fynbos plant species on a private property boasting 

the Rare Knysna Sand Fynbos Biome.The view over the valley 

on this large property is phenomenal and leaves one filled 

with gratitude that there are still custodians of nature that 

preserve such rare corridors for local wildlife to flourish! 

 

The rate at which the fynbos bounced back after the 

devastating fire of 7 June 2017 really amazed us. In just two 

years the indigenous vegetation re-sprouted from a bare 

landscape of ashes to its current dense population of species, 

which includes rare and endemic species.  A large number of 

plants were in flower and kept the cameras clicking anon. 

Nicky prepared a list of the plant species on the property and 

this enabled the photographers to reconcile their pics with 

the names of the species that they captured.  

 

Wandering down the road towards the sea we were amazed at the 

biodiversity. As we got closer to the sea there was quite a dramatic 

change in the variety in vegetation where succulents and other 

species started to appear amongst the fynbos. The 800 metre stroll 

downhill offered a feast of colours in yellow, pink, blue and red. It 

was sad to see the dead trunks of Proteas but at the same uplifting to 

see the many young Protea saplings jostling for space amongst the dense 

vegetation. 

Thanks to the enthusiastic supporters who joined us for this event. 

Their participation fees enabled us to make a contribution towards 

travelling costs of the amazing CREW Outramps group that go out 

weekly to record indigenous plant species all over the Garden Route.  

Our sincere thanks to Nicky and Nanna for your generous sharing of 

Botanical knowledge and for creating a wonderful explorative day for us all. Also thanks to Pat 

Nurse (WESSA Knysna Branch) who joined and supported us in her usual charming way. 

Photo credits: Fred van Berkel, Nanna Joubert, Kathryn Cooley and Veronica Bruce. 



  

Oh the joys of networking – a rich harvest this month!!!!                                                                         

As separate attachments you will find: 

- The Bot Soc Garden Route Branch June Newsletter 

- A Report from Landmark Foundation on a Beach Clean-up at Kleinkrantz 

- City of Cape Town advises on methods to beat the beetle (Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer Beetle of 
course!)   
Download the protocol document at:   https://www.capetowninvasives.org.za/shot-hole-borer  

-  Litter Trace from Prof. Peter Ryan, Director, FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology 

- Invitation: George Mini Symposium 24 July 2019 Safeguarding Bee/Pollinator Health in South 
Africa within the context of the Global Bee Crisis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.capetowninvasives.org.za/shot-hole-borer


 

Coastal Geology Tour, from Plettenberg Bay to Sedgefield  

 
24 August 2019 

 
08:00 

 

The Lookout Deck 
Restuarant 

 
R100pp 

 

Advance warning – a new COASTAL GEOLOGY TOUR, PLETTENBERG BAY TO SEDGEFIELD!!!!!  

Saturday 24 August 

The next WESSA Coastal Geology Tour will focus on an exceptionally beautiful stretch of our coastline, from 

Robberg at Plettenberg Bay to Gericke’s Point at Sedgefield.  Participants will meet at 08:00 for breakfast 

at The Lookout Deck Restaurant, Plettenberg Bay where registration will take place and an introductory 

geological overview will be given.  Participants will be divided into three groups, under the expert guidance 

of Paul Rixon, Peter Ginn and Colin Ralston.  The self-drive tour will visit five different geosites:  Robberg, 

Kranshoek, Knysna East Heads, Brenton Road and Gericke’s Point.  A picnic lunch will be enjoyed at the 

beautiful Kranshoek picnic site in the Harkerville area.  

Cost:  R100 pp; proceeds to WESSA Education Fund. 

Additional costs:  entrance fees - R50 at Robberg, R34 at Kranshoek; or present Wild Card. Breakfast  at The 

Lookout Deck (±R70-R80; a menu with two breakfast options will be circulated to participants, and orders 

will be placed with the restaurant up-front).  Bring own picnic lunch. 

Bookings:  Send an email before 19 August 2019 to Ingrid Vis:   ingridvis12@gmail.com 

 

Please provide names and contact details of interested persons, type of vehicle, whether transport is 

required or can be shared, and from where you will be travelling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ingridvis12@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

The June Newlsetter of the Garden Route Branch of the Botanical Society is attached which 
includes details on a talk on Saturday 27 July at 10.00. 
 

Keith Kirsten will be speaking on Sustainable Gardening. If the name is unfamiliar – read more in 
the attached Newsletter or http://www.keithkirsten.com  
 
Wednesday 24 July - Bees & Diversity minisymposium   
 

Venue: EEC at the Garden Route Botanical Garden  
Conservation at Work are organisers. See details below and poster attached separately.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.keithkirsten.com/


 

 

 

               Displaying, conserving, rehabilitating, protecting, and researching the 

Southern Cape's flora for the benefit of the surrounding communities  

www.facebook.com/gardenroutebotanical                                 

www.botanicalgarden.org.za  

 

Wander through the Aloe beds which have been landscaped with magic rocks and made more 

accessible by creating gravel paths. 

 

 

 

These photos were taken 

mid-June. 

 

GREEN POP Public Tree Planting 
We have a 1000 trees to plant – come help us build a forest!! 

 
5 July 2019 

 
10:00 

 

Garden Route Botanical 
Gardens 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/gardenroutebotanical
http://www.botanicalgarden.org.za/


 

 

                                                                                              

WRRA TALK -  "THE TOUW RIVER: Is it in DEEP 

WATER?" 

The next WRRA Talk will be on Wednesday, 10 July 

when Jonathan Britton from SANParks will deliver a 

highly informative talk about the management of the 

Touw River Estuary in an urban area, which is almost 'a 

contradiction in terms'. For anyone interested in the 

preservation of our beautiful river and estuary, this 

talk is a must!  

We look forward to seeing you at 18h00 for 18h30 at 

the Wilderness Hotel. 

 

We apologise for the SHARK TALK cancellation but 

WATCH THIS SPACE…it is being re-scheduled for later 

this year! 

https://wrra.co.za  

 

Tuesday 16 July  - U3A's Armchair Travel:  
Veronica Bruce: “My personal experience of the Flamingos at Kamfers Dam” 
  
10:30 at Emmaüs, Hope Street.    R10 for non-U3A members 
An artificial breeding island was built for the Kamfers Dam’s flamingos.  It is 
the third such structure in the world. Ekapa Mining constructed the island within a two-week 
period moving more than 26,000 tons of calcrete, rock and clay.  Initially the flamingos made 
regular use of the island and between 5,000 and 10,000 lesser flamingos could be seen on a daily 
basis.  Other bird species including black-winged stilt, Cape shoveler and grey-headed gull were 
also using the island, with successful  breeding 
. 
Contact Veronica: 083 611 6497. 
Visit U3A website: https://sites.google.com/site/u3ageorge 

https://wrra.co.za/


 
Invitation: George Mini Symposium 24 July 2019Safeguarding 
Bee/Pollinator Health in South Africa within the context of the 
Global Bee Crisis 
 
Dear Partners and fellow Conservationists 

You are kindly invited to the mini symposium to be held on 24th July 
2019 @ The Garden Route Botanical Garden : Environmental 
Education Centre, 49 Caledon Street, George. 
This symposium is a repeat of the one we held in April in Robertson, 
(just a few changes/improvements) and due to the success of the event and requests to hold 
another one in the Southern Cape and Garden Route, we are pleased that we are now able to do so. 
Recently several international research papers have circulated stating that we have lost a shocking 
75 to 80% of our insect biomass- globally!  Any thinking person must realise the precipice we 
humans are teetering on, and therefore we MUST change the way we look at and use bees and 
other pollinators, and the way we currently produce the bulk of our food using destructive 
agricultural practices. 
Happily there are answers and interventions and several will be shared in this mini-symposium. 
We have an exciting and interesting educational morning to offer. 
 
The main speakers are Jenny Cullinan of Ujubee Conservation and Yvette van Wyk.  
Please note: 
1. Booking is essential to reserve your seat and to ensure we cater for you at lunch. Please let us 
know if you have any special dietary request. 
2. You will find the following documentation attached: Invitation and Program 
 
I sincerely hope you will all make the effort to attend and will send the invitation/Program along to 
your members, organisations and Networks. This is a really important subject and Jenny has much 
incredible information to share. We are at a critical stage globally.  Without our pollinators we will 
have very little food to eat, plus as the Web of Life collapses it will affect much more than our food. 
 
Hope to see you there!                                                                                                                                   
 
Warm regards 
 
Liz Eglington       
Chairperson: Conservation@Work    
0836533635 

 

 
 

mailto:Conservation@Work


...and whilst on the subject of bees...... 

These are from an American website: 

Record-breaking honeybee deaths recorded for last 

winter https://inhabitat.com/record-breaking-

honeybee-deaths-recorded-for-last-winter  

 by Lucienne Cross 

Depending on who you ask, either the mites or the 

pesticides are to blame for the record-breaking bee decline among honeybees last winter. The truth 

is likely a combination of both, and the deadly synergy between the two causes has grave impacts 

on the entire agriculture industry. (extract only) 

It's Official - Cell Phones are Killing Bees  

https://inhabitat.com/its-official-cell-phones-are-killing-bees  

By Lori Zimmer 

Scientists may have found the cause of the world’s sudden dwindling population of bees – and cell 
phones may be to blame. Research conducted in Lausanne, Switzerland has shown that the signal 
from cell phones not only confuses bees, but also may lead to their death. Over 83 experiments have 
yielded the same results. With virtually most of the population of the United States (and the rest of 
the world) owning cell phones, the impact has been greatly noticeable. 
 
Led by researcher Daniel Favre, the alarming study found that bees reacted significantly to cell 
phones that were placed near or in hives in call-making mode. The bees sensed the signals 
transmitted when the phones rang, and emitted heavy buzzing noise during the calls. The calls act 
as an instinctive warning to leave the hive, but the frequency confuses the bees, causing them to fly 
erratically. The study found that the bees’ buzzing noise increases ten times when a cell phone is 
ringing or making a call – aka when signals are being transmitted, but remained normal when not 
in use. 
The signals cause the bees to become lost and disoriented. The impact has already been felt the 

world over, as the population of bees in the U.S. and the U.K. has decreased by almost half in the 

last thirty years – which coincides with the popularization and acceptance of cell phones as a 

personal device. Studies as far back as 2008 have found that bees are repelled by cell phone signals. 

Bees are an integral and necessary part of our agricultural and ecological systems, producing 

honey, and more importantly pollinating our crops. As it is unlikely that the world will learn to forgo 

the convenience of cell phones, it is unclear how much they will contribute to the decline of bees, 

and their impact on the environment. 

https://inhabitat.com/record-breaking-honeybee-deaths-recorded-for-last-winter
https://inhabitat.com/record-breaking-honeybee-deaths-recorded-for-last-winter
https://inhabitat.com/its-official-cell-phones-are-killing-bees


 
 

iNaturalist.org is a joint initiative of the California Academy of Sciences and the National 
Geographic Society.   https://www.inaturalist.org/  
 

Contribute to Science 
Every observation can contribute to biodiversity science, from the rarest butterfly to the most 
common backyard weed. We share your findings with scientific data repositories like the Global 
Biodiversity Information Facility to help scientists find and use your data. All you have to do is 
observe. 
For those of you interested in Citizen Science projects Dr Tony Rebelo is again offering courses on 
“how to do…“ 
 

Dates 29 & 30 Juky, Venue NMU, Saasveld Campus 

 
More information : Colin Ralston   gardengnome@hotmail.co.za  

 

 
Attention all beach cleaners … and beach walkers … 
THIS WAS RECENTLY RECEIVED – PLEASE SEE SEPARATE 

ATTACHMENT “Litter Trace”   FOR MORE VISUAL 

INFORMATION. 

Over the next few weeks we're conducting an experimental 

release of marked plastic blocks into Table Bay and False Bay to estimate the proportion that wash 

ashore. The attached document explains the rationale for the study and gives images of the 2 types 

of blocks we're releasing. We'd be most grateful if you could keep an eye out for them, and spread 

the word to fellow beach cleaners. If you do find one of the marked blocks, please report the 

number of the block and the location and date of collection via WhatsApp, SMS or email:  

WhatsApp or SMS 073 246 8169 or email littertrace@gmail.com  

Many thanks 

Prof. Peter Ryan, Director, FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology 

DST-NRF Centre of Excellence,    University of Cape Town 

Phone +27-21-6502966   

pryan31@gmail.com   www.fitzpatrick.uct.ac.za       www.facebook.com/PFIAO    twitter @Fitztitute 

See also:  Here's why we should all try to give up single-use plastics, not just in the month of July 

but forever. :www.wwf.org.za/?25462/Beyond-Plastic-Free-July 

 

https://www.inaturalist.org/
mailto:gardengnome@hotmail.co.za
mailto:pryan31@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/PFIAO


 
Wildlife Centre and/or guest farm?     -    Aloe Cottage now available 
 

Now that we are actively seeking to promote the Karoo 
wildlife centre as a farm stay vacation destination, no 
doubt some will ask whether we are a guest farm or a 
wildlife sanctuary. 
   
Actually we are now both. The centre continues to function 
as a wildlife sanctuary as well as being the headquarters 
of the NGO Campaign Against Canned Hunting.(CACH) 
 
To those who would criticise us for diluting our animal advocacy and sanctuary efforts by promoting 
ourselves as a guest farm, we can only answer that needs must… 

 
When we came to South Africa in the mid-80s, the SA currency was strong. There was parity with 
the US dollar; in other words, it cost one rand to buy one dollar. Now the SA currency has collapsed 
to the point where it takes nearly 15 rands to buy one dollar. You can imagine, I’m sure, what that 
does to inflation especially on imported items. Basically, as the currency sags, so we all get poorer 
by the day. And it costs more and more and more every year to run the centre. 
 
So here we are opening our home to farm stay vacationers and tourists. And we have just renovated 
a separate cottage which sleeps four and which we will let out as a self- catering unit to families. 
 
Fortunately we live in a particularly attractive part of the 
world and the scenic views are spectacular. Some people 
have told us that our place is the most beautiful place they 
have ever been to and although that may be hyped, take a 
look at our new website and you can see why so many 
visitors are impressed.Rustic need not be uncomfortable or 
expensive. Aloe cottage sleeps four and is available for 
volunteers as well as nature lovers looking for an affordable 
self catering farmstay in the Klein Karoo. 
Solar power, gas water heater and stove; fridge, plunge pool etc 

 
The funds raised will help cover the costs of running the wildlife sanctuary. Fortunately we live in a 
particularly attractive part of the world and the scenic views are spectacular.  
 
Chris Mercer 

Director; Campaign Against Canned Hunting     info@cannedlion.org             www.karoo62.co.za  

 

 

mailto:info@cannedlion.org
http://www.karoo62.co.za/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thanks for reading this far – it certainly has been a great deal of information and great events are 
coming our way. 

 

 

Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN 

 
044 873 4203 

 

 

EDEN BRANCH 
 

 
wessageorge@isat.co.za 

 
086 646 5458 

 
www.wessa.org.za 

 
www.facebook.com/wessa.eden 

 


