
 
PLEASE SIGN ON TO SUPPORT OUR
CONTINENTAL CAMPAIGN TO BAN
GLYPHOSATE

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Globally, glyphosate and glyphosate-based herbicide (GBHs) have penetrated all spheres of our 
environment and food systems. The persistence and ubiquity of these chemicals place us at the 
cusp of one of the world’s biggest health crises. This is evident in the plethora of health conditions 
and chronic diseases that have increased at the same pace as GBH use globally, as legally 
recognised in three recent court cases in the USA.

We see a marked increase in countries putting in place either full bans or partial bans on the use of
glyphosate and GBHs. Yet in Africa only one country, Malawi, has temporarily suspended the 
importation of GBHs. Unfortunately, however, their Ministry of Agriculture has indicated this may 
soon be revoked.

On the African continent the crisis is silent, as the attribution of illness and mortality to pesticides 
is difficult to establish, given the scarcity of documented cases of acute and chronic poisoning, and 
significant under-reporting. This is particularly worrying as GBHs (including Roundup) are used 
extensively in Africa – in agriculture as well as in urban and rural settings – as a broad-spectrum 
weed killer.

Current approvals of glyphosate and GBHs rest on hopelessly out-dated information, often 
supplied by the agrochemical industry itself. Also, the ‘adjuvants’ (other chemical additives), used 
in the formulation of glyphosate including Monsanto’s Roundup, make it even more toxic than 
glyphosate alone, a fact largely unknown to the public and decision-makers. The World Health 
Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) announced in 2015 that ‘both 
pure glyphosate and glyphosate formulations are probably carcinogenic to humans‘.

This evidence cannot be ignored by our African leaders. Given the conditions of use, often with 
inadequate protective equipment or no protection at all, it is clear that our farmers and farm 
workers are at grave risk of life-threatening diseases. The food systems in African countries may be 
as critically contaminated by GBH residues as in the USA or Europe.

We see a double threat. On the one hand, as industrialised countries ban glyphosate and GBHs, 
manufacturers will seek to dump these in countries where they are still permitted. On the other 
hand, in the aftermath of successful bans on glyphosate and GBHs across Africa, other toxic 
pesticides will flood markets as substitutes. Herbicides that are cause for great concern include 
2,4-Dichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4-D) and paraquat. These toxic chemicals should also be banned
in Africa.

African leaders will hear warnings that if they ban glyphosate their food security will be threatened
as there is no viable alternative to replace it. Nothing can be further from the truth. The reality is 
that there are viable alternatives, which bring in their wake genuine food sovereignty, and lessen 
the burden of non-communicable diseases that are skyrocketing on our continent.



AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS HEREBY CALL ON AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS TO:
– issue an immediate ban on all use of glyphosate and GBHs,
– issue an immediate ban on other active ingredients that are banned in the EU,
– take measures to ensure other more toxic chemicals do not replace                 glyphosate, and
– initiate a shift from chemical, input-intensive agriculture to agroecological       farming systems.

To sign on to support this campaign, pleaseuse this link : 
https://acbio.org.za/en/Africa_must_ban_glyphosate_now 
or email:
afsa@afsafrica.org or deidre@acbio.org.za. The deadline is Monday 26 August, 2019.
 
To read the full briefing : https://acbio.org.za/acbio/web/en/africa-must-ban-glyphosate-now 
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