
 

NEWSLETTER  
December 2020 

OUR VISION  | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment. 

OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects which promote public 

participation in caring for the Earth. 

 

 

Dear Friends of the Environment, 

and thus we embark on the New Year …….  Hopefully raring to go and motivated to do great and 
small things to conserve or better our environment. 

But this month is about catching up on environmental news received recently and ........                            
The BIG event in the first part of 2020 is :- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City Nature Challenge 2020                                 
http://citynaturechallenge.org    

What is the City Nature Challenge? 

The Garden Route District Municipal area, encompassing seven 
municipalities, will participate in the global City Nature Challenge 
2020 (CNC2020 GR).  

It will be the Bioblitz of all Bioblitzes! Four days to record any 
biodiversity within the mapped area and a week to upload the records via the phone app or the 
desktop version of iNaturalist, the vehicle used in South Africa for the competition. iNaturalist is a 
social network whereby anyone can record the biodiversity of their area, access identification and 
expertise and interact with like-minded individuals. iNaturalist is a joint initiative of the California 
Academy of Sciences and the National Geographic Society.  

http://citynaturechallenge.org/


About iNaturalist: 

https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/what+is+it  

https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/help#general1  

Why participate in the City Nature Challenge? 

This is huge! Last year 159 cities took part and Cape 
Town won with the most observations and species! 
Cape Town has already set their targets for this 
year: Obervations: 555 000  Species: 4000   
Observers: 2500 

Being part of the global City Nature Challenge is an 
incredible opportunity to: Build the community, 
fast track awareness, biodiversity data, knowledge, 
involvement by the public, management agencies 
and participation by one and all. Within the district 
the various municipalities and towns can even 
compete with one another! 

This link reflects the current observations for the 
district: 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/garden-route-
district-municipality  

This is the link to the CNC2020 GR project: 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2020-garden-route-district-municipality  

This is a call to be involved: Municipalities, Museums, Schools, Conservancies, Tourists, Nature 
Reserves, Nature junkies, Conservationists, Greenies, Hikers, Residential Estates, Photographers, 
Biologists, NGOs, Divers, Beachcombers … Well you get the idea – anyone and everyone! 

How to be involved: Represent your area or group, arrange a Biobliz event,  support via funding, 
organisation and promoting the CNC2020-GR, assist with venues and training.  

Please come forward and be part of this – it promises to be mega fun with huge spinoffs locally and 
globally for the Garden Route. 

The application to include the Garden Route District Municipality was done under the banner of the 
Garden Route Botanical Garden in George, by Colin Ralston. It is early days and for now the core 
committee hails from the Garden Route, representing amongst others: WESSA, Botanical Society of 
South Africa, Outramps CREW, and  Knysna Basin Project. We could really do with substantial 
support and hand-on assistance from the local authorities and greater community. A local steering 
community would be first prize!!! 

https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/what+is+it
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/help#general1
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/garden-route-district-municipality
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/garden-route-district-municipality
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2020-garden-route-district-municipality


Get involved in something greater, something which makes a difference! This is going to be serious 
fun. More details will be available in the next Newsletter but there is nothing to stop you 
registering on iNat NOW and posting your sightings to become familiar with this easy-to-use tool. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED !!! 

If you are already a keen “ï-Natter” and would like 
to share your knowledge please get in touch with 

me. wessageorge@isat.co.za   

Also if you can offer a venue with Internet to offer 
workshops and also a venue to post the 

observations. 

History Lessons for Our Future:  

How Stone Age cave dwellers could teach us a thing or two!   

On Wednesday 22 January, the Wilderness Ratepayers Association 
will start the New Year with a fascinating talk by archaeologist Dr. 
Peter Nilssen.  Peter is most known for his collaborative research at 
Pinnacle Point, Mossel Bay, which unearthed the world-famous discoveries that contributed to the 
unfolding story of humanity’s origins. That research began in 1997 when he was working on an 
Environmental Impact Assessment for the proposed Pinnacle Point Estate and recognized the 
research potential of several sites there, most particularly Cave 
13B.    

Cave 13B, the main focus of the Point of Human Origins tourism 
initiative that Peter started in 2012, is famed for revealing how 
Middle Stone Age people lived between 170,000 and 100,000 years 
ago.Photo: Dr. Peter Nilssen (right) unearthing lessons from the 
past at Pinnacle Point.  

Using the archaeological record as a lens to examine the state of 
humanity through time, Peter will discuss the drivers of human behaviour and how we have shifted 
from a thriving to a barely surviving species!  Beliefs and knowledge systems are key to this 
unfolding drama.  At the core lies ‘’connection, coherence and belonging’’ as vital ingredients in 
shifting human consciousness. 

Peter’s career has led him to specialize in communicating archaeology and its underlying value for 
education and conservation.  

6:00pm for 6:30pm, Wednesday 22 January at the Wilderness Hotel.  ntry: R10 for WRRA members 
and R20 for non-members.  A cash bar and an opportunity to become a Wilderness Ratepayers and 
Residents Association member will be available. 

For further details contact: John Miller 084 959 4243 

mailto:wessageorge@isat.co.za


 

             
See what has happened recently and future events ...                      
https://www.facebook.com/GRBotanica / 

And the really good news is that The Botanist Cafe has opened. 

After a walk in the Garden refreshments are available  
again both outside as well as inside. 
 
Tuesday - Saturday 8am-4pm &  
Sundays 9am-4pm  
Closed on Mondays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

    

   And visit “ Garden Goodies””  
whilst you are there. 

All sorts of wonderful garden accessories. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/GRBotanica%20/


Riverine Rabbits – a new population found 

At the end of last year a number of e-mails were received with expressions of appreciation for this 

monthly Newsletter of ours. Thank you so much to all of you who wrote. 

I can only say again, that it thanks to the input from others around us that there can be a content of 

substance. You will find below the text of the e-mail from Alan Lee. Thank you so much for sharing 

all this interesting information – on both the riverine rabbits and the ex-rubbish tip. 

To our readers, please continue feeding me with environmental information and news that you 

would like to share. 

 

Dear Christine, 

Thanks for yet another informative WESSA newsletter. 

I don't know if the members would be interested in the discovery of 

the 3rd population of Riverine Rabbit just beyond Uniondale?            

This link shows the most recent encounters for the week: 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2705708119485266&set=

pcb.2705714486151296&type=3&theater  

 

I now have the dubious honour of being the person to find the most 

dead Riverine Rabbits! 

It has also become very clear to me over the years that to engage in 

meaningful environmental action we need to engage with the 

marginalized and disinterested. For this reason I have created a fitness 

park in Uniondale (called I Love Nature). We provide subsidized fitness 

equipment, with the aim of attracting people who would not normally 

be exposed to environmental messages. The fitness equipment and 

infrastructure is now in place, and we received sponsorship from GCBR 

to plant trees, spekboom and indigenous plants as part of the 

conversion of the abandoned empty plot that was basically a rubbish 

tip. A local NPO, Uniondale Integrated Empowerment Programs (UNIEP) is currently sponsoring 2 

staff members. 

What is missing is good display information with environmental messages. We have space to put up 

posters in our container, but ideally I'd like some outside display panels on any aspect of the 

environment: does WESSA have anything that they could contribute (and thus spread awareness 

about the organisations activities)? In fact, if you have some bored artists, our entire container 

would make a great canvas for environmental graffitti! 

https://www.facebook.com/i.love.nature.fitness.and.environment  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2705708119485266&set=pcb.2705714486151296&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2705708119485266&set=pcb.2705714486151296&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/i.love.nature.fitness.and.environment


Anyway: keep up the good work, while I don't regularly respond, I think the WESSA newsletter is a 

great forum for distributing news of all the local conservation group activities, and I've been a 

regular reader over the years. 

 

Regards, Alan Lee 

PS I've also attached a paper on potential impacts of fracking on Karoo birds, which Jan is aware of 

too.  ( Attached to this Newsletter- ED) 

 

More information on the Riverine Rabbit :  

https://www.capenature.co.za/fauna-and-flora/riverine-rabbit  

 
Keurbooms Estuary Floods and sedimentation 2015 & The Keurbooms Estuary : A History of 
Change 2019 
 

Another e-mail pertained to research and publications on the Keurbooms River. 
The files are rather large, so please contact me if you would like to receive them. 
 
Dear Ms Ridge-Schnaufer 
 
I’m a member of the WESSA NMB Bay Branch – Mervyn Brouard has sent us a number of the 
Eden newsletters/publications etc. for which thank you very much. 
 
I’ve been working on the Keurbooms Estuary for a number of years, and since it falls within the 
Eden area, I thought you may be interested in some of the results. I have attached  paper from 
2015, as well as a more comprehensive report published by the Institute for Coastal and Marine 
Research at NMU. I retired some years ago, but am still a Research Associate at the university. 
 
Sincerely, Eckart 
Dr Eckart Schumann      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

https://www.capenature.co.za/fauna-and-flora/riverine-rabbit


Remember all the articles on the SHOT HOLE BORER BEETLE ????       
Well it is not over ... Source : 
https://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/stompkopkewer-saai-steeds-verwoesting-
201912181145 (automatic translation!!!!) 

STUMP-HEADED BEETLE IS STILL WREAKING HAVOC 

 The challenge of the stump beetle and its symbiotic fungus that has been wreaking havoc among 
George trees since March last year continues and is expected to grow even greater. However, at 
some point it should flatten. 

So says dr. Jaap Steenkamp, well-known forestry expert, who is involved in the treatment of trees. 
Now that the winter is over, a better picture of the situation can be obtained. 

Last winter, trees died because of the beetle and its symbiotic fungus, but there were also trees 
that were treated with good results. 

Steenkamp, who recently visited Laos, said that the beetle and fungus were also found there. 
However, some of the trees no longer die because there are now natural enemies such as birds and 
other insects. It is also possible that trees develop resistance to the fungi. This means that there is 
an equilibrium in nature. 

The same situation can occur here later and natural enemies can arise or be brought in themselves. 
Some of the trees may also develop resistance over the long term. 

Meanwhile, it remains a major issue. If something is not done, there is the danger that many of the 
trees may die. His advice to people is to check if their trees are infected as soon as possible. If so, 
the trees should be treated. The solution is not necessarily to cut down all the trees. If the trees are 
cut down, George will look very bare, Steenkamp said. 

The problem is also that if contaminated wood is transported to a landfill there is the danger of 
spreading the beetle and fungus. According to him, there are two ways of treating trees. Systemic 
method (long-acting tree injection with an insect and fungicide ) and stem spray. The two methods 
can be used together for maximum efficiency. 

According to him, the Department of Environmental Affairs, Forestry and Fisheries recently 
allocated R5 million for further research. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/stompkopkewer-saai-steeds-verwoesting-201912181145
https://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/stompkopkewer-saai-steeds-verwoesting-201912181145


George Municipality   · 16 December 2019·  

2B Water Restrictions remain in place – Watering times revert to summer hours 

George Municipality would like to remind our citizens that the council 
decision of February 2018 which keeps Section 2B Water Restrictions in 
place, remains in effect. The Western Cape remains a drought disaster 
area and nationally the Department of Water Affairs has noted the 
severe crisis South Africa is facing in terms of water scarcity.  

All Western Cape municipalities must meet the requirements of the 
provincial drought of which, most notable for us, is that all municipalities 
should aim to reduce water consumption by 40%, no matter their 
individual water status. 

Section 2B water restrictions for George Municipality confirm that drinking water is precious and 
should only be used to sustain and support life - it is a lifestyle change that applies to everyone at 
all times. 

However, given the summer daylight hours the one change to the restrictions is that the watering 
times revert back to 7pm – 9pm with immediate effect. We thank and commend those residents 
who diligently and consistently apply the restrictions and understand that drinking water from a 
tap is a privilege that needs to be respected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING SECTION 2B WATER RESTRICTIONS CURRENTLY APPLY IN GEORGE 
AND SURROUNDS: 

• Handheld watering of gardens using a hose and municipal water: even-numbered 
households Mondays and Thursdays, 7pm-9pm AND uneven-numbered households 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 7pm-9pm. 

• Mechanical irrigation of gardens (sprayers) using municipal water is prohibited. 

• Watering sports fields using municipal water is prohibited, except for golf course 
greens, bowling greens and cricket pitches, daily 7pm-9pm. 

• Filling up of swimming pools using municipal water is prohibited. 

• Washing cars with a hose using municipal water is prohibited (buckets allowed), 
except for commercial car washes. 

• Cleaning of outside surfaces using a hosepipe with municipal water is prohibited 
(buckets allowed). 

• “OWN WATER” signage must be displayed where applicable and must be proven on 
request by municipal officials. 

• Applications for exemption of some restrictions may be considered on merit. 

Report water leaks and burst pipes to 044 801 9262 or after hours at 044 801 6300, as 
soon as you notice them. 

Report contraventions of water restrictions on 0800 424 277. Fines may apply. 

 



GEORGE HOUSEHOLD QUESTIONNAIRE:            
WATER CONSUMPTION, HABITS, AND OPINIONS 

Dear Prospective participant, 

You are invited to participate in a survey conducted by Ilzabé Pietersen under the supervision of Dr. 
A. du Plessis, a senior lecturer in the Department of Geography towards an MSc degree at the 
University of South Africa. 

The survey you have received has been designed to study the opinions, water consumption 
patterns, behaviour, and conservation efforts of residents of George are with reference to their 
water resource management strategies. You were selected to participate in this survey because, as 
a George resident, you can make an invaluable difference in terms of giving your water behaviour, 
consumption, and conservation efforts. By completing this survey, you agree that the information 
you provide may be used for research purposes, including dissemination through peer-reviewed 
publications and conference proceedings. It should be noted that no minors (people younger than 
18) may participate in completing the survey. By completing the survey you hereby confirm that 
you are older than 18 years. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKelZY9BR4YdUl6-
tIdvJ3dKmdd8uxlvmUKq0sytnsEcHkYA/viewform  

 

SUMMER TIME IS SNAKE TIME 

Spring and summer are the most common times for snake 
sightings in both residential and rural suburbs, sometimes even 
the sea shore. The five most common venomous snakes in our 
area are the Cape Cobra, Rinkhals, Boomslang, Puff Adder and 
Berg Adder. 

COBRAS                                                                                                            
Cobras are mainly ground snakes and live in a range of habitats, including desert, forest, fynbos, 
grassland, thicket and cultivated areas. These snakes sometimes get into homes close to grassy 
areas, in an attempt to escape the heat. They’ve even been spotted on the beach. They are very 
active during the day. 

RINKHALS                                                                                                                                                                      
Rinkhals look similar to cobras, but the colour is different. Like cobras, they will spread their hood 
when they feel threatened. If that threat doesn’t move, they might spray venom. These critters are 
also very good at playing dead, so do not approach. 

PUFF ADDER                                                                                                                                                                      
The puff adder is responsible for most snake bites, because they use camouflage so well and are 
therefore easily stepped on. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKelZY9BR4YdUl6-tIdvJ3dKmdd8uxlvmUKq0sytnsEcHkYA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKelZY9BR4YdUl6-tIdvJ3dKmdd8uxlvmUKq0sytnsEcHkYA/viewform


BERG ADDER                                                                                                                                                      
The berg adder is smaller than the puff adder and will hiss loudly when threatened. Their bites are 
rare and not often fatal, since a single dose of the venom is not powerful enough to kill an adult 
human. 

BOOMSLANG                                                                                                                                                             
The boomslang is one of the most venomous snakes found in South Africa. The good news is that 
they are very shy and bites from these critters aren’t common. 

Snake catchers put their lives at risk so you don’t have to.  

Contact Nick Kolberg on 083 262 5934 if you need a snake to be removed or if you simply want 
more information on the snake. 

( REMEMBER the first rule of engagement with is snake is  DO NOT ENGAGE!  - Editor CRS)  

https://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/summer-time-is-snake-time-201912101254  

 

 

 

As always, feel free to forward this to others. If you no longer wish to receive this Newsletter just 
let me know! I won’t take it personally! 

 

Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN 

 
044 873 4203 

 
 

 
 
 
 

EDEN BRANCH 
 

 
wessageorge@isat.co.za 

 
086 646 5458 

 
www.wessa.org.za 

 
www.facebook.com/wessa.eden 

 

https://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/summer-time-is-snake-time-201912101254

