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                             OUR VISION    | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment. 

                             OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects which 

                                                                        promote public participation in caring for the Earth. 

          

  

  

Dear Friends of the Environment, 

So lockdown continues – but at least we can be out of doors again! 

Most of have had enough of tidying up, cleaning thoroughly and sorting out and probably – like the 
WESSA Eden Committee  - turned their attention to environmental matters (much more fun!). 

This is what some of us have been up to: 

 
 
Annemarie’s Clinch with Kariba. 
The aquatic alien and invasive Kariba Weed has only one redeeming feature – it is nutrient rich and 
a substantial bonus to your compost heap. For the rest, it is a destructive pest that invaded the Kat 
River several years ago and has since populated the Garden Route Dam. If this population of Kariba 
weed is left multiply at the current rate it will ultimately cause eutrophication of the dam water 
and as a consequence poison our municipal water supply. 

So, here is a plan. Arm yourself with a rake and a strong plastic bag and head for an access point 
along the Kat River. A convenient spot is from Dikkop Street in Eden. Scoop up the weed, fill your 
bag, take it home and spread it over your compost heap. No compost heap? No problem. Buy really 
strong green bags to withstand the weight of the weed and put them out as garden refuse on 
collection days.  

If a large group of sporty Georgians do this on a regular basis, we stand a good chance of winning 
the battle against Kariba Weed – through sheer community spirit and solidarity!    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ingrid’s Battle with Bugweed 

Challenge to WESSA Eden supporters:  See how many bugweed or black wattle saplings you can 
pull out on your next nature walk 

We all need to play our part in eradicating invasive alien plants (IAPs) that are prospering in the 
Garden Route area and are fast spreading into and spoiling the few remaining pockets of 
magnificent indigenous vegetation. 

Two of the biggest culprits are bugweed and 
black wattle.  Familiarise yourself with them, 
and you will be horrified to see how they are 
popping up everywhere.  The WESSA Eden 
‘Layman’s Guide to our local Invasive Alien 
Plants’ is a good reference for identification. 

Here is a challenge to all of you nature-lovers:  
every time when you go out on a walk, pull out 
at least a few bugweed plants   
(you can’t mistake them – they smell terrible!) 
or black wattle saplings, or any other invasive species that you can identify.   

If we stand together, we can make a difference! 

 
Vegetable gardening 

What could be more satisfying than harvesting one’s own 
fresh vegetables or herbs?                                                     

This is something we should all be doing.   
You don’t need a large garden, as you can grow edible 

plants in pots, bags, wooden vegetable boxes, raised 
beds or in the soil. 

There are many different herbs and vegetables to choose 
from for the winter garden, but a few common and easy 

ones are: carrots, peas, spinach, kale, lettuce, rocket, 
watercress, beetroot, onions, leeks, broccoli, cabbage, chillies, parsley, thyme and strawberries. 

Seedlings can be purchased at nurseries or packets of seeds can be bought at supermarkets or 
the local Agri store. 

 
Pauline’s Plants 

Pauline has an abundance of aloes and 
Gazanias in her garden and is potting them in 
order to donate them to the Garden Route 
Botanical Garden’s nursery which during lock 
down may have lost some of their stock. She is 
challenging her fellow WESSA members to do 
likewise. “Remember folk the nursery is an 
important fund raising component for the 
Garden. As soon as they reopen who knows 
when – if in Spring – they can have their annual 
Spring sale with our support.” 
 



 
 
 
Christine’s War on Wattles 
Definitely my personal least-loved species, so I embark on sporadic forays - especially after rain 
when the ground is softer and even larger saplings pop out more easily. 
During my daily walks in the close surrounds of my home I generally stop from time to time to 
demolish a few wattles – or thistles or small feral pines or whatever catches my eye. 
If you are out with children make it a challenge to see who can pull the greatest number in 10 
minutes. Try it – you will be amazed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Veggie garden – I have topped up my veggie garden with salads and herbs so that I am absolutely 
sure that there is no possible risk of infection on uncooked fresh produce. 
 
 
Roz’s Recycling at RLR Retirement Centre 

BOTTLE TOPS - Residents of RLR and their friends finished 
collecting the first 450kgs of bottle tops for Interwaste in March 
and hope to receive the prize of a wheel chair when lockdown is 
over.  

Cherry Acton of RLR organized a friend’s gardener, Cedric 
Williams of Marais Kamp in Conville who in turn encouraged 
young people in his area to collect bottle tops. They contributed 
280 kgs. We have decided to give the choice of who should 
receive the first wheel chair to Cedric  - hopefully someone in his 
neighbourhood. 

 
ECO BRICKS - Filling Eco Bricks is an ongoing project. We take the 
tightly packed “bricks” to the Blue Forest Book Shop in Market 
Street. The owners Camilla and Wolfgang are making garden 
furniture to practice on before attempting a larger structure.  

 
 
 
          

 
  

 
 



 

The City Nature Challenge may be only a fond far-away memory, but the crazy Core Committee is already 
planning for 2021 as this text posted on the fb page by Shaun 
demonstrates….... 
With the City Nature Challenge done and dusted for 2020 we would love 
you to give your input on how it can be improved, expanded, or just 
general comments and feeling on the project. 
 
Did you have any interesting experience’s? Let us hear about them. 
Leave your comments at: https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-
challenge-2020-garden-route/journal/34699-for-southern-africa-the-city-
nature-challenge-2020-is-done-and-dusted 
Cape Town is under the impression the Garden Route will always follow in 
their dust. Really!!! 

 
One big challenge the Garden Route faces heading to the 2021 CNC is how to get more observers on board. 
Here we need everyone to assist in this. Do not wait for the next CNC. Start to get people involved now. 
Practice makes perfect. And the Little Karoo is part of the Garden Route. So, get your family and friends 
involved that side as well. 
 
And we are always there to assist and answer any questions.  
 
Been a bit watered down as it ended as an Event instead of a Challenge, the Garden Route can still hold its 
heads up high and brag.  
Been an Event and not a Challenge there will be no official leader results. But the information available 
clearly gives us this intel. 
The Garden Route not only came in 2nd in Southern Africa, but also 2nd on the African continent and 10th 
overall globally. 
Likewise, on the species list. Garden Route came in 2nd in Southern Africa, but also 2nd on the African 
continent and 6th overall globally. 
Next year. Bring it on!!!! 
 
PS. Cape Town, you may want to start scripting your runner up speeches. 
 
And you may find this chit chat on the I-Naturalist page https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-
challenge-2020-garden-route/journal/34699-for-southern-africa-the-city-nature-challenge-2020-is-done-
and-dusted  
 
Entertaining: For Southern Africa, the City Nature Challenge 2020 is done and dusted. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2020-all-southern-african-cities 
 

A couple of hours to go and the rest of the world will follow suit. 
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Garden Route did very well. 
Everyone can all be immensely proud of the achievement. 
Every person who in some way participated in the challenge can hold their head up high. 
 
17742 observations were clocked up in the Garden Route, making it 31% of the 56839 observations 
recorded in Southern Africa. 
2421 species recorded in the Garden Route, with a total of 5151 species recorded in Southern Africa. 
And all this by 315 observers. 
 

-- Observers: 
User jeccica1468 racked up 881 observations, followed by nina196 with 783, then outramps-tanniedi with 
508. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2020-garden-route?tab=observers 
 

-- Species: 
The most viewed was the Cape Weaver with 118 observations, followed by the Spekboom with 90 
observations, then the Cape Honeysuckle with 87 observations. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2020-garden-route?tab=species 
 

-- Identifiers: 
A total of 448 people helped identify observations. And here, as much as I like to highlight the tops, I will 
not. 
Each person in their respective field did an amazing job in identifications. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2020-garden-route?tab=identifiers 
 
This is not a challenge only for a small group of people. It is for everyone. No matter where you stay. 
It is for schools, businesses, families, groups, friends, clubs, organizations, individually or whatever other 
form of activity you may take part in. 
Stay with us and let us all use the information and experience gathered this year to build a greater 2021. 
Posted by shauns , May 04, 2020 12:57 AM 
 
The final results:   https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2020  
 

The Garden Route ranked 10th position for observations 17,184   
( Cape Town was the winner with 34,474 observation – Congratulations – a heady result! ) 
the 6th spot with 2445 species – just 438 behind Cape Town who were pipped to the post by Houston-
Galveston. 
And this with only 321 Observers !!!!! 
( Cape Town had 1,038 observers and San Francisco Bay had the best turnout with 2,679 observers) 
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MEDIA RELEASE/ARTICLE: 5 May 2020 
Photo: Beaches Southern Cape 
 

Closing Garden Route beaches annually may not be such a bad idea after all 
“The closing of Southern Cape beaches during the COVID-19 lockdown period, controversial as it may seem, 
may well set the scene for more concerted efforts to better manage and enlarge the regional conservation 
footprint,” says Cobus Meiring of the Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI). 
 
Research may well prove otherwise, and in all probability, a lot 
more time is required for meaningful impact, but limiting public 
access to beaches periodically and annually may well serve the 
marine environment in the same way the opening and closure of 
the hunting season does inland to allow the ocean and all the 
creatures it harbours some form of recovery and breathing 
space. 
Along that vein, the establishment of conservation corridors 
along Southern Cape mountain catchments, river systems and 
estuaries, will over time prove to be vitally important in terms of 
biodiversity preservation. 
 
Rapid or linear urbanisation along the Garden Route, including the second busiest highway on the African 
continent cutting right through the heart of it, a fast-changing climate, drought and severe wildfire disasters 
are all matters that are taking their toll on a part of the globe that is of critical conservation importance. 
With a coastal plateau that is heavily farmed, the Southern Cape river systems and their estuaries, linking 
the Indian Ocean with the mountains, offer the only remaining conservation space for the free movement 
and migration of plants and animals, both terrestrial and marine. 
Unfortunately, almost all the rivers, including (amongst others) the Great Brak, Kaaimans, Touw, Goukamma 
and Knysna are completely overgrown with invasive alien plants, and the spread and effect of these plants 
and trees have an immense impact on the ecological integrity of the river systems and life they support. 

 
Private landowners, owning much of the land at stake, face an uphill battle in dealing with the situation and 
the high cost associated with clearing it. 
Nevertheless, the response to COVID-19 is a show of force in terms of what can be achieved if humankind 
has no other option left, and climate change will bring dramatic changes in years to come that will make the 
pandemic seem almost insignificant as pressure on scarce and precious resources, such as water and 
biodiversity, dwindle away. 
The Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI) is a public platform for landowners and land managers 
dealing with invasive alien plants, and a regional think tank on climate change. 
 
One of SCLI’s key projects is the SCLI Cape Floristic Corridor Revival and Training Programme, a regional 
initiative to improve efforts to enhance the survival of the Southern Cape floristic footprint. The project 
entails the establishment of a network of north/south conservation corridors along selected river systems – 
Groot Brak, Kaaimans, Touws, Knysna and Goukamma – in the Southern Cape. 
 
 
 



 
 
The selected corridors represent crucially important remaining natural land available for biodiversity 
connectivity and conservation in the Southern Cape. River systems such as the Knysna, Goukamma, Touw, 
Kaaimans and Great Brak Rivers are critical biodiversity corridors between the Outeniqua Mountains and the 
Indian Ocean. Private landowners are consulted and assisted to play a vital role in efforts to protect the 
ecological integrity of these rivers, their feeder streams and catchments. Landowner assistance is focused on 
the development and management of Invasive Alien Plant Control Plans. 
 
The closing of Southern Cape beaches during the COVID-19 lockdown period, controversial as it may seem, 
may well set the scene for more concerted efforts to better manage and enlarge the regional conservation 
footprint. (Photo: Chris Jooste) 
 
** The Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI) is a public platform and think tank for landowners and 
land managers with an interest in invasive alien plant management, water stewardship and land 
management. SCLI is supported by the Table Mountain Fund (TMF), a subsidiary of WWF SA. 
WEBSITE: http://www.scli.org.za 
 
MEDIA ENQUIRIES :Cobus Meiring: Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI) 
Cell: 083 626 7619 | Email: cobus@naturalbridge.co.za 
 
 
 
MEDIA RELEASE: 5 June 2020                                                 
Photo: Fynbos in Brenton 
 
RECOVERY OF INDIGENOUS VEGETATION AFTER 2017 KNYSNA 
WILDFIRE DISASTER 
On the eve of the commemoration of the 2017 wildfire disaster 
which ripped through Knysna and Plettenberg Bay like a blow 
torch, Cobus Meiring, on behalf of the Southern Cape Landowners 
Initiative (SCLI) and the Garden Route Environmental Forum 
(GREF), asked Knysna Municipality’s Environmental Manager, Pam 
Booth, about her thoughts on the environmental recovery of the 
natural environment of the surrounding towns. 
 
Says Booth, “The natural surrounds of both Knysna and Plettenberg Bay reflect what is true of most of the 
Southern Cape landscape, and that is the sad fact that it is severely affected by invasive alien plants.” 
“It is common knowledge that the prevalence of impressive densities of invasive alien plants provided the 
biofuel that turned the wildfire into the inferno it became, generating heat so incomprehensible that 
everything in the path of the fires was obliterated.” 
 
Continues Booth, “At the time, there were justified fears that, given the intense heat which the wildfire 
exerted on the landscape, that the indigenous seed bank in the ground, which would allow Fynbos species 
such as Proteas and Ericas to recover, was so badly affected that they will never recover, allowing even more 
of the beautiful landscape to become infested with invasive alien plants over time.” 
“One such example was the invaluable terrain that is harbouring the unique set of plants sustaining the 
world-famous and endemic Brenton Blue butterfly. As confirmed now, the Brenton Blue is safe and sound, 
and much is being done by Brenton locals to ensure that invasive alien plants do not encroach on the town, 
giving indigenous vegetation a chance to recover, whilst reducing fire risk and creating jobs at the same 
time.” 

http://www.scli.org.za/
mailto:cobus@naturalbridge.co.za


 
 
 
 
“Fortunately, the plant species counted in the Southern Cape and Garden Route Fynbos Biome is a hardy 
species, which by nature are dependent on fire for survival and rejuvenation. Even as conservationists 
feared for the worst, the Fynbos came back, and after two seasons of favourable rainfall, the hills around 
Knysna and Brenton are alive with wildflowers of all kinds already standing two meters tall in places,” says 
Booth. 
 
Regrowth of invasive alien plants poses a threat 
According to Booth, the regrowth of invasive alien plants is a matter of great concern. 
“It is true that in a great many places where invasive alien plants were present in numbers before the fire, 
they also grew back with a vengeance. This is a matter of great concern to all, as that may well set the scene 
for a repeat of the 2017 disaster in the coming years. Government is coming down hard on landowners who 
defies the laws governing the prevalence of invasive alien plants on their land, and already a number of 
landowners have received pre-directives and directives to either clear their land or face the court and the 
penalties associated.” 
 
“Efforts by entities such as the Table Mountain Fund, WWF SA and the Southern Cape Landowners Initiative 
(SCLI) to empower and assist landowners to deal with the regrowth of invasive alien plants did make an 
impact, and private land bordering river systems such as the Knysna and Goukamma today is in a better 
state of invasive alien plant infestation than before the wildfire disaster.” 
 
The Garden Route, including Knysna and Plettenberg Bay, is a jewel in South Africa’s crown of scenic tourist 
destinations. Thousands of jobs and the socio-economic survival of the area are dependent on its natural 
surrounds. 
“Not only is it based on this premise that we implore landowners to manage invasive plants on their land, 
but also for the sake of biodiversity conservation which is also facing the impact of a changing climate and 
an ever-increasing human and development footprint,” says Booth. 
 
*Sunday 7 June marks the commemoration of the 2017 Knysna wildfire disaster. 
Despite fears that the intensity of the 2017 wildfire disaster destroyed the underground seed bank of 
indigenous vegetation, Fynbos has made a remarkable recovery in the Garden Route. (Photo: SCLI) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



** The Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI) is a public 
platform and think tank for landowners and land managers with 
an interest in invasive alien plant management, water stewardship 
and land management. SCLI is supported by the Table Mountain 
Fund (TMF), a subsidiary of WWF SA. SCLI also manages the 
Secretariat of the Garden Route Environmental Forum (GREF). 
 

** The Garden Route Environmental Forum (GREF) is a 
regional forum for collaboration in conservation, 
environmental adaptation and community interaction. The 
forum aims to coordinate regional conservation efforts, serve 
as a catalyst to drive climate adaption practices in the 
Southern Cape and strive to establish a better-coordinated 
approach to environmental management. 

 
MEDIA ENQUIRIES 
1. Pam Booth: Manager, Environmental Manager, Knysna Municipality 
Cell: 082 875 0342 / 079 208 7855 | Email: pbooth@knysna.gov.za 
 
2. Cobus Meiring: Chairperson of the Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI) and Chair of the Garden 
Route Environmental Forum      
Cell: 083 626 7619 | Email: cobus@naturalbridge.co.za 
 
 
 
COVID-19 pandemic – National Lockdown 
by CapeNature 
 
For the latest news and information on how CapeNature is 
managing a range of services during the lockdown, read the 
weekly CEO updates outlining the challenges facing us all. 
https://www.capenature.co.za/covid-19-lockdown  
 
5 June 2020 - CapeNature welcomes the announcement by the Minister of Tourism to lift national 
lockdown regulations under Alert Level 3 to permit hiking and fishing activity. 
While we are eager to open up access to our 27 nature reserves across the Western Cape, we need to 
ensure that this is done safely. 
 
We are working diligently to get our properties compliant and visitor ready. Our efforts include finding 
digital solutions to issuing permits, procuring the necessary PPE materials and training our teams on the 
ground to manage reserve and trail capacities under COVID-19 guidelines. 
 
For the time being all of our nature reserves currently remain closed. Members of the public will be notified 
of any changes as visitor safety is our top priority. 
 
05 June marks World Environment Day when we celebrate biodiversity in all its shapes and forms. 
In that spirit, during the month of June, CapeNature is proud to present 'Learning to #LoveNature', a series 
of free online presentations that will focus on a variety of biodiversity related topics.                                     
View our events page, at https://www.facebook.com/events/298792804476358/ or more information and 
to RSVP now! 

mailto:pbooth@knysna.gov.za
mailto:cobus@naturalbridge.co.za
https://www.capenature.co.za/covid-19-lockdown
https://www.facebook.com/events/298792804476358/


MEDIA RELEASE : 7 June 2020 
SANParks OPENS FOR SELF-DRIVE DAY EXCURSIONS AFTER TWO 
MONTHS 
 
South Africa National Parks (SANParks) today announced that self-
drive excursions for day visitors will be permitted from Monday, 8 
June 2020 in parks that cater for self-drives. 
Issued by: South African National Parks (SANParks) Corporate  
 
Communications| Tel : 012 426 5170 
Media Enquiries: Reynold “Rey T” Thakhuli: SANParks Acting Head of Communications on  
073 373 4999 or email: rey.thakhuli@sanparks.org 
 
             https://www.facebook.com/South.African.National.Parks  
 
 
 
 
 
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 2020   
 
Dear Friends, 
Eden to Addo has been fortunate to continue its work 
during the Covid 19 pandemic. But we will need your 
help this year as we have had to cancel our biggest fundraising event of the year, the 350km Eden to Addo 
Great Corridor Hike that spans the length  of the corridor and raises up to R200 000.00,  enabling us to 
establish and protect the corridor.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rey.thakhuli@sanparks.org
https://www.facebook.com/South.African.National.Parks


Our goal for 2020 is to protect and then manage a further 10000ha in our aim to finally connect Eden  
(Garden Route National Park)  to Addo. 
Without your help we will not be able to achieve our goals  
 
We are in the process of: 
1. Broadening the Langkloof Corridor connecting the Garden Route National Park to the Baviaanskloof 
world heritage site 
2. Assisting in the lengthening of the Robberg Coastal Corridor connecting the Robberg Nature Reserve to 
the Garden Route National Park  
3. Increasing the size of the Noorsveld Protected Environment north of Addo 
4. Preparing the first properties for the inclusion in the Springbokvlakte corridor connecting the 
Baviaanskloof World Heritage Site to Addo Elephant National Park.  
 
The Eden to Addo Corridor is  ±100 000ha. Thus far we have protected and we are  managing ±50000ha.  
By protection we mean declaring a property a Protected Environment or Nature Reserve written up against 
the title deeds of the property. By managing we mean identifying the biodiversity on the property and then 
monitoring it by means of a  management plan linked to the title deeds and audited annually. 
If you support the work we do, please consider donating here: 
 https://www.givengain.com/cc/protect-10-000-hectares-of-land  
 
We are so grateful for all support in mitigating the rampant loss of biodiversity within an area that is 
considered the most bio diverse corridor on earth. It has been proven that fragmentation of the landscape 
causes the greatest loss of biodiversity and that conservation corridors connecting protected areas are the 
solution. 
 
Kind regards, Joan  
 
 
 

And thus ends another WESSA Eden Newsletter. I hope there is something of interest to 
you. I hope you are keeping sane, healthy and happy during these extraordinary times.  

 

 

Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN 

 
044 873 4203 

 
 

 
 
 
 

EDEN BRANCH 

 

 
wessageorge@isat.co.za 

 
086 646 5458 

 
www.wessa.org.za 
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