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                             OUR VISION    | To be a highly effective and well-supported champion of the environment. 

                             OUR MISSION | To implement high impact environmental and conservation projects which 

                                                                        promote public participation in caring for the Earth. 

          

  

  

Dear Friends of the Environment,  a wide variety of topics...enjoy the read!  

Great Southern Bioblitz - Amazing First Year!  

The inaugural Great Southern Bioblitz has been and gone for the year, 
but it's echoes will no doubt resound for another rotation of the Earth, 
until we get to do it all over again! 

What a massive first year! Three thousand observers participated in 
the Great Southern Bioblitz, collating over 90,000 observations from 
around the globe of more than 12,000 species! The umbrella project now represents an 
amazing and openly accessible display of citizen scientist biodiversity observations. This 
searchable database is a treasure trove for naturalists, educators, researchers and anyone 
interested in nature, just choose a project from any place in the world and explore the 
observations citizen scientists made of their local flora and fauna.  

This is an incredible snapshot of the biodiversity of the southern hemisphere  

Participation was greater than anything we could have anticipated. The incredible response 
from South America taking us all by surprise. Hundreds of new users to iNaturalist 
documenting their observations to the website. Lima in Peru had 229 participants with 
6,485 observations, the Huila region in Columbia with 114 participants taking 3,506 
observations, Quito & Pichincha in Ecuador had 144 participants with over 2,000 
observations, and Brazil had nearly 2,000 observations including 168 species of birds. 

Not as surprising but nevertheless very impressive, was the ability of Cape Town to mobilise 
naturalists at short notice to get out and observe the natural world to share what they find. 
There is a staggering 16,066 observations of 2,370 species currently attributed to that 
region over the GSB weekend. Another fantastic contribution to the record of South Africa's 
biodiversity, further cementing their place as the global leaders of citizen science 
biodiversity surveys.  Their neighbours at Garden Route also putting in a fantastic effort to 
take over 4,000 observations of around 1,500 species.  



 

 

 

Tony Rebelo (@tonyrebelo) made over 2,000 observations himself during the GSB - he is a 
champion of South African biodiversity knowledge (especially botanical), iNaturalist curator, 
and highly regarded facilitator to the local community of naturalists. It is certain that he 
plays a large role in the continual outstanding performances from the South African region. 
Here are some of Tony's observations from the GSB  and the full article:  

https://greatsouthernbiobl.wixsite.com/website/post/great-southern-bioblitz-amazing-first-year 

 

 

 

So if  you are interested in all living things around you and would like to know more, sign up 
on iNaturalist https://www.inaturalist.org and start observing, photographing and 
uploading. 

Reminder: The phone App or website can be used. 

Check that the dates and times on cameras, phones and geore ferencing devices are 
correct.  

Enable locality settings on your phone or camera - or make sure you know where your 
picture is taken. 

             @GardenRouteCNC 

                                                         iNaturalist continues to grow... 

Sign up on iNaturalist and start photographing and posting your observations. All it takes is 
a little dedication and the learning curve goes up, up and away!                   

https://www.inaturalist.org  

 

 

 

 

 

https://greatsouthernbiobl.wixsite.com/website/post/great-southern-bioblitz-amazing-first-year
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/


GET READY FOR CITY NATURE CHALLENGE 

GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT NEWS - The Eden 
branch of the Wildlife and Environment Society of 
South Africa (Wessa) calls on all nature lovers to 
shake out their lockdown feathers, emerge from 
hibernation and reset their minds for the City 
Nature Challenge 2021. 

With only 75 individuals contributing to the first 
ever Great Southern Bioblitz earlier this year, the 
Garden Route achieved a third place for its 
number of observations, and was runner-up for the number of species documented 
through the iNaturalist app. This is a solid improvement on the ranking for the Garden 
Route in the City Nature Challenge 2020 earlier this year during Stage 4 lockdown.  

The worldwide challenge is about engaging residents and visitors in documenting nature to 
better understand urban biodiversity. 

The district was listed 10th for observations and was placed 6th for the number of species 
documented, with 323 contributing individuals. 

Honorary secretary of Wessa Eden Christine Ridge-Schnaufer said they need to get as many 
organisations lined up for a second go at this exciting challenge next year. "We need to 
show people how to use this application on their phones and we want to get kids involved," 
she said. "The idea is to reach out to all social sectors of the Garden Route region. It is all 
about raising awareness of biodiversity. We want kids to look at their environment in a 
different way. Those who volunteer their help all do what they like to do, whether it is 
raising awareness at the schools, running social media awareness or doing fieldwork. It is so 
much fun!" 

Getting started 

The first meeting in preparation for the City Nature Challenge 2021 took place last Friday at 
the Garden Route Botanical Garden in George. Those on board to help run the project 
include Wessa Eden, the Botanical Society Garden Route branch, Crew (Custodians of Rare 
and Endangered Wild flowers), the Landmark foundation, CapeNature, SANParks, NMU and 
the Knysna Basin Project. 

The challenge will take place from 30 April to 3 May next year. "In this four-day time frame 
all the observations must be made," said Ridge-Schnaufer. "A grace period of a week will be 
allowed to upload and identify the species. Experts will then check the entries. This is the 
labour of love." 

Source: https://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/city-nature-challenge-2021-
202010260145 

https://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/city-nature-challenge-2021-202010260145
https://www.georgeherald.com/News/Article/General/city-nature-challenge-2021-202010260145


California steaming whilst Knysna and Bitou are reloading for wildfire round number two 

“With world news headlines dominated by COVID-19 
and lockdown-related matters, coinciding with 
heated American politics and current affairs, the 
largest wildfire disaster in recorded American history 
keeps raging on in California and Western America, 
and so despite of its severe impact, it hardly makes 
the headlines,” says Cobus Meiring of the Southern 
Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI).  

According to the latest media reports, critical fire weather remains in effect across much of 
Northern California, with firefighters on high alert for the possibility of new fast-moving 
wildfires. Some media reports refer to the 2020 wildfire season as the first ‘gigafire’ in 
modern history.  

Says Meiring, “In comparison to the wildfire disasters that affected the Southern and 
Western Cape over the past three years, the size and scale of the Western American 
wildfire theatre is simply staggering. To date, well over two million hectares have been 
reduced to ashes, and well over 9 000 dwellings and structures destroyed, including untold 
damage to grid infrastructure, the natural environment and productive agricultural land, 
with no clear end in sight yet.” 

“Just like in South Africa, climate change has set the perfect platform for intense wildfires 
across the American West over past decades.” 

“A marked increase in American, and South African, day and 
night temperatures, changes in rainfall and snow patterns, shifts 
in plant communities, stronger winds and other climate-change-
related factors all contribute to setting the scene for ever more 
severe wildfires over much larger areas than ever before.” 

“The only reason Southern and Western Cape communities have 
not suffered from severe wildfire disasters in recent times is 
because much of the flammable invasive alien plant material, 
accredited for providing the fuel for intense and out-of-control 
wildfires, has been destroyed by recent fires and is only now 
maturing to sufficient mass.” 

“In mitigation of environmental conditions conducive to out-of-
control wildfires, the persistent drought experienced during the 
past decade has largely been broken by the return of favourable rains in most parts, and, as 
a result, flammable material is currently not as dry as it were during the harsh drought in 
many parts. The rapid suppression of wildfires also allowed biomass to grow and 
accumulate over time.” 



“Monitoring the present-day aggressive regrowth patterns of invasive alien plants along 
known fire paths by SCLI in the Southern Cape, following the 2017 and 2018 wildfire 
disasters, puts justice to the term ‘Knysna reloaded’.” 

“In as much SCLI and many landowners have gone to great lengths to draw up and 
implement Invasive Alien Plant Control Plans to eradicate and control invasive alien plants 
on private  land, unwanted biomass, potentially providing the fuel for a recurrence of the 
2017 and 2018 Garden Route wildfire disasters, is clearly visible and growing rapidly on the 
landscape,” warns Meiring. 

He says funding streams generated to assist landowners in dealing with invasive alien plants 
in the aftermath of the Knysna fires have since been diverted in order to serve COVID-19 
relief efforts. Landowners now have to take full responsibility for controlling what grows on 
their land. They have little choice but to adhere to strict environmental management 
guidelines governing invasive plant control and eradication or face stringent penalties 
issued by environmental management authorities such as the Green Scorpions. 

In an all-out effort to create more wild spaces and to enlarge the conservation footprint of 
the Southern Cape through the rehabilitation of regional river systems, SCLI and private 
landowners are collaborating to create conservation corridors linking the Outeniqua 
Mountains with the Indian Ocean. This collaboration is of particular importance in the rural-
urban interface where most invasive alien plants are present and the most significant 
wildfire damage is recorded. 

For more information on how to deal with invasive alien plants on their land, landowners 
can visit the SCLI website at http://www.scli.org.za. 

Photo: Knysna burnt landscape with flower 

“Many Knysna and Plettenberg Bay landowners are setting the scene for a repeat of the 
intense 2017 wildfire disaster by allowing the large-scale return of invasive alien plants on 
the landscape. All that is required for the next fire disaster is the right climate conditions, 
sufficient fuel loads and a spark,” says Cobus Meiring of SCLI. 

** The Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI) is a public platform and think tank for 
landowners and land managers with an interest in invasive alien plant management, water 
stewardship and land management. SCLI is supported by the Table Mountain Fund (TMF), a 
subsidiary of WWF SA. SCLI also manages the Secretariat of the Garden Route 
Environmental Forum (GREF). 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES  

Cobus Meiring: Chairperson of the Southern Cape Landowners Initiative (SCLI) 

Cell | 083 626 7619                  Email | cobus@naturalbridge.co.za 

http://www.scli.org.za/


 

From Poacher's Son to Conservation Leader 
Defending Namibia's Community Conservation Story 
By John K. Kasaona                                    9th October 2020 

I was born in a dusty little village in the north-western part of Namibia called Otjindakui in 
1971. A typical Ovahimba boy, I wore the latest fashion in our traditional dress – goat or 
sheep skin coverings that hung from my waist. Wearing a new sheepskin would bring great 
admiration from my friends, like kids in cities wearing a new pair of jeans from Markham's! 

We led simple lives that revolved around our livestock. Young Ovahimba boys (and 

sometimes girls) were tasked with 

caring for the sheep and goats. Every 

morning I would go out to the kraal 

(enclosure) to check on our animals, 

especially making sure that the young 

ones found their mothers and had 

enough to drink. I would then herd 

the animals for the rest of the day – 

either watching over them while they 

ate in the field, or taking them to the water point to drink. 

Like all the other young boys, I could identify my goats and sheep individually – I never 

needed to count them to check that they were all there, because I knew each one and 

would notice immediately if any were missing. In our culture we never count our animals, 

because we believe that knowing the number invites a curse on the family that will lead to 

our downfall. Who needs numbers when you knew your animals as well as I did, anyway? 

I am mentioning these things because I want to show where I come from and to give you 

some idea about the traditional views and values held by my people. These traditions 

included ways to live alongside wildlife – we had traditional systems for using wild animals 

sustainably, as one of the many natural resources we relied on for survival. Hunting wild 

animals didn’t just happen randomly – only the chief could authorise hunts, and his 

subordinates would not dare to break these rules. We survived in this way for hundreds of 

years, until our land was colonised – first by the Germans, then by apartheid South Africa. 

 



The colonisers decided that the wild animals belonged to them and therefore labelled all 

indigenous people who wanted to hunt traditionally as poachers. Banning us from using 

these animals was especially cruel during the 1980's, when our land was gripped by a 

severe drought and nearly all of our livestock died. Many men, including my father, felt they 

had no choice but to hunt wildlife for meat to feed our family. He, too, was 

labelled poacher. 

Read on |http://conservationnamibia.com/blog/b2020-poacher-conservation-leader.php 

Integrated Rural Development and Nature Conservation (IRDNC) is a Namibian 

organisation that aims to link conservation to the social and economic development of the 

people who live with wildlife and other valuable natural resources. It is the largest CBNRM 

support organisation in Namibia, with an extensive presence in the north-western and north-

eastern parts of the country. www.irdnc.org.na/  

 

This is an interesting variation on plastic pollution in the oceans.... 

Student Academy Awards: Gold for short film "The Beauty" 

The Beauty, a diploma film produced at Filmakademie Baden-Wuerttemberg’s Animationsinstitut, 

was awarded the Jury’s Choice at the first virtual 

SIGGRAPH.  

The official selection of the SIGGRAPH Computer 

Animation Festival for the Electronic Theater and the 

three winners of the categories “Best in Show”, “Jury’s 

Choice” and “Best Student Project” have been announced. From eight student and 20 

professional studio productions, including world premieres of shorts by Pixar Animation Studios, 

Unity Technologies and Onesal Studio, The Beauty has won in the category “Jury’s Choice”. 

The Beauty deals with the plastic pollution of the world’s oceans and thus hits the spirit of the 

times. The film takes the audience on a poetic journey through a fascinating underwater world, 

where plastic and nature become one. For one breath, worries and feelings of guilt seem to 

dissolve between eerily beautiful coral reefs and the mysterious depths of the ocean. 

“Since I grew up in the middle of mountains, nature is very close to my heart,” said Director 

Pascal Schelbli on the premise of The Beauty. “That’s why I always turn up my nose at every 

package or cigarette butt I have to pick up outside in the mountains or in the forest. 

Unfortunately, the pollution in the oceans is much more serious. To set a small sign, I had the 

idea to make this film.” 

https://www.dw.com/en/student-academy-awards-gold-for-short-film-the-beauty/av-55355887  

https://bestshortfilms.discover.film/videos/the-beauty  

http://conservationnamibia.com/blog/b2020-poacher-conservation-leader.php
https://www.irdnc.org.na/
https://www.dw.com/en/student-academy-awards-gold-for-short-film-the-beauty/av-55355887
https://bestshortfilms.discover.film/videos/the-beauty


 

         

 

www.facebook.com/gardenroutebotanical                                  

www.botanicalgarden.org.za  

 

Restoring Our Propagation Yard One Volunteer Session at a Time 

Over the past eighteen months members of the Botanical Society of South Africa’s  Garden 

Route branch, the NMU Green Campus Forum and our amazing group of dedicated 

volunteers have been hard at work 

restoring the propagation yard at the 

Garden Route Botanical Garden. 

When the volunteers initially undertook 

the task of cleaning up the area, they 

first had to clear the space of weeds and 

excess soil to ensure that there is a neat 

area which can be used to display the many beautiful plants in the propagation yard. They 

also undertook the daunting task of moving all the excess gardening hardware such as pipes 

and fences to their allocated storage spaces in the Garden. Once the volunteers had 

successfully cleaned up the area and cleared the various storage spaces, they happily 

undertook the task of de-weeding, re-potting and re-sorting all the plants into their various 

specie categories. This was no small feat to undertake. 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/gardenroutebotanical
http://www.botanicalgarden.org.za/


 

 

The propagation yard is very important to the functioning of the Garden Route 

BotanicalGarden and it provides a valuable 

link between the nursery and the Garden. 

The plants that are propagated or 

revamped in the propagation yard get sold 

at the nursery and this provides a much-

needed source of income for maintaining 

the Garden. Some of the plants that are 

propagated in the propagation yard, 

especially trees and endangered plant species, are invaluable to the Garden, because once 

these plants have been assisted to grow big and strong in the propagation yard, they are 

then planted out into the various beds of the Garden. This ensures that the Garden always 

has a myriad of different plant species available which can be added to the plants that are 

already in the Garden. 

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our 

energetic team of volunteers who have supported us at 

the propagation yard every week despite the many 

challenges that 2020 has unwittingly unleashed. We 

appreciate all your hard work and dedication and we are 

very thankful for each person’s contribution. 

If members of the public would like to get involved with 

the weekly volunteer gardening sessions at the Garden Route Botanical Garden’s 

propagation yard, please contact: 

Pauline Cloete | 081 858 7225                                          Corné Brink  | 082 887 5423                                                 

grbotsoc@gmail.com                                                          manager@botanicalgarden.org.za  
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Honorary Secretary WESSA EDEN 

 
044 873 4203 

 
 

 
 
 
 

EDEN BRANCH 

 
wessageorge@isat.co.za 

 
086 646 5458 

 
www.wessa.org.za 

 
www.facebook.com/wessa.eden 

 


